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BLESSED FRANZ JÄGERSTÄTTER OFS 

Lord Jesus Christ, You filled your servant Franz Jägerstätter with a deep love for you, his 
family and all people. During a time of contempt for God and humankind you bestowed 
on him unerring discernment and integrity. In faith, he followed his conscience, and said a 
decisive NO to National Socialism and unjust war. Thus he sacrificed his life. We pray 
that you may glorify your servant Franz, so that many people may be encouraged by him 
and grow in love for you and all people. May his example shine out in our time, and may 
you grant all people the strength to stand up for justice, peace and human dignity. For 
yours is the glory and honour with the Father and the Holy Spirit now and forever. Amen. 
(Diocese of Linz, Austria) 
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From Our Regional Minister Debbie Bool ofs 

Musings. 
Recently I went to a baptism in a Catholic parish in Oxfordshire, 
while it was promising as there were a couple of babies being 
baptised I was rather disheartened by the homily. The priest 
encouraged the parents to bring their child to mass each week, 
bring him when ready for his first communion, and eventually for 
confirmation. These are all good points but there was no men-

tion of family prayers, prayers before bed, grace at meals, teaching bible stories, 
in fact nothing to impress upon the families that regular Sunday mass was only a 
part of their faith.  
 
The next morning I went to mass in my own parish, in Norwich, and Fr Sean re-
ally reassured me that the above experience while still prevalent in some places 
is not universal. He spoke of doing good works; for example any action from car-
ing for a disabled family member right down to phoning a friend for a chat, and 
reminded us that all these works are sacrifices which mean they are sacred acts 
and so make our everyday actions faith filled. Let us pray that we can live our 
lives at all times in the presence of Christ, knowing that he's with us in all we do. 
 
Notes. 
Over the last few months there have been quite a few Franciscan events to 
mention; for me the biggest of these has been the National Elective Chapter and 
International Visitation. We had a very good meeting with wide ranging discus-
sions and I'm now on the National Executive as Presence in the World Minister. I 
would be happy to hear from anyone about things that we need to do in that ca-
pacity. The new Executive Council will be meeting soon to work out our priorities 
for the next 3 years. 
 
I very much enjoyed going to the local elections at the Bedford ‘Gospel to Life’ 
Fraternity, visiting at an Ipswich ‘Blessed John Duns Scotus’ Fraternity meeting 
on Sunday 13

th
 September and then on Saturday 19

th
 September going to the 

Regional Day of Reflection there and seeing Mary Lambert and David Morton 
make their professions (see photos on page 3). Congratulations to you both.  
 
Rob will be telling you of the growth we are experiencing in Norwich in his re-
port,so I will not say too much except to welcome Samuel, Jim and Bridget.  
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witnessing the masses' capitulation to Hitler. Mesmerized by the National Social-
ist propaganda machine, many people knelt when Hitler made his entrance into 
Vienna. Catholic Churches were forced to fly the swastika flag and subjected to 
other abusive laws.  
 
After many delays, Franz was finally called to active duty on 23

rd
 February 1943. 

By this time, he had three daughters with his wife, the eldest not quite six. He 
maintained his position against fighting for the Third Reich and upon entering 
into the Wehrmacht (German Army) on March 1

st
 declared his conscientious 

objection. His offer to serve as a paramedic was ignored. A priest from his vil-
lage visited him in jail and tried to talk him into serving, but did not succeed. He 
was imprisoned at Linz in March and April, then transferred to Berlin-Tegel and 
subject to trial on 6

th
 July 1943 when he was condemned to death for sedition. 

The prison chaplain was struck by the man's tranquil character. On being offered 
the New Testament, he replied: "I am completely bound in inner union with the 
Lord, and any reading would only interrupt my communication with my God".  
 
Accused of Wehrkraftzersetzung (undermining of military morale), after a military 
trial at the Reichskriegsgericht he was sentenced to death on 6

th
 July and subse-

quently executed by guillotine at Brandenburg-Görden Prison on 9
th
 August 

1943, aged 36.  
 
Before his execution, Franz wrote: "If I must write... with my hands in chains, I 
find that much better than if my will were in chains. Neither prison nor chains nor 
sentence of death can rob a man of the Faith and his free will. God gives so 
much strength that it is possible to bear any suffering.... People worry about the 
obligations of conscience as they concern my wife and children. But I cannot 
believe that, just because one has a wife and children, a man is free to offend 
God".  
 
Franz was no pacifist, and there is no indication that he would have avoided tak-
ing up arms in legitimate defence of his beloved homeland. Instead, his refusal 
to fight was based on his understanding of Catholic just war doctrine, for he dis-
cerned that there was nothing just in the Nazi cause. Franz Jägerstätter, who 
would not bow his head to Hitler, bowed his head to God, and the guillotine took 
care of the rest. He was obviously called up to serve a higher order.  
 
In 1946, his ashes were buried at the Sankt Radegund cemetery. Franz was 
criticized by his countrymen, especially Catholics who had served in the military, 
for failing in his duty as a husband and father. The municipality of Sankt 
Radegund at first refused to put his name on the local war memorial and a pen-
sion for his widow was not approved until 1950. 
 
In June 2007, Pope Benedict XVI issued an apostolic exhortation declaring 
Franz Jägerstätter a martyr. On 26

th
 October 2007, he was beatified in a cere-

mony held by Cardinal José Saraiva Martins at the New Cathedral in Linz. His 
feast day is the day of his baptism, 21

st
 May. 
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BLESSED FRANZ JÄGERSTÄTTER OFS 
 
Franz was born in Sankt Radegund, Upper Austria, a small village between 
Salzburg and Braunau am Inn. He was the illegitimate child of Rosalia Huber, a 
chambermaid, and Franz Bachmeier, a farmer. He was first cared for by his 
grandmother, Elisabeth Huber. Franz's natural father was killed in World War I 
when he was still a child, and when his mother married in 1917, Franz was 
adopted by her husband, Heinrich Jägerstätter. He received a basic education in 
his village's one-room schoolhouse. His step-grandfather helped with his educa-
tion and the boy became an avid reader.  
 
In his youth, Franz gained a reputation for being a wild fellow, but, in general, his 
daily life was like that of most Austrian young men. He worked as a farmhand 
and also as a miner in Eisenerz, until in 1933 he inherited the farmstead of his 
foster father. In that same year, he fathered an out-of-wedlock daughter, Hilde-
gard Auer. On Maundy Thursday of 1936, he married Franziska Schwaninger 
(1913–2013), a deeply religious woman. After the ceremony, the bridal couple 
proceeded on a pilgrimage to Rome. The marriage produced three daughters. 
 
When German troops moved into Austria in 1938, Franz was the only person in 
the village to vote against the Anschluss in the plebiscite of 10 April. The local 
authorities suppressed his dissent and announced unanimous approval. Alt-
hough he was not involved with any political organization and did undergo one 
brief period of military training, he remained openly anti-Nazi. He joined the Third 
Order of Saint Francis in 1940 and became a sacristan at the local parish 
church, being deferred from military service several times. On 17

th
 June 1940, 

aged 33, he had been conscripted into the German army and completed basic 
training. Returning home in 1941 under an exemption as a farmer, he began to 
examine the morality of the war and discussed this with his bishop. Jägerstät-
ter's wife later recalled, “He was very sad, and said to me: ‘They don’t dare 
themselves, or it’ll be their turn next:’ Franz’s main impression was that the Bish-
op did not dare to speak openly, because he didn’t know him – after all, Franz 
could have been a spy.” 
 
He had became convinced that participation in the war was a serious sin and 
decided that any future call-up had to be met with his refusal to fight. "It is very 
sad", he wrote, "to hear again and again from Catholics that this war waged by 
Germany is perhaps not so unjust because it will wipe out Bolshevism.... But 
now a question: what are they fighting in this Country - Bolshevism or the Rus-
sian People? "When our Catholic missionaries went to a pagan country to make 
them Christians, did they advance with machine guns and bombs in order to 
convert and improve them?... If adversaries wage war on another nation, they 
have usually invaded the country not to improve people or even perhaps to give 
them something, but usually to get something for themselves.... If we were 
merely fighting Bolshevism, these other things - minerals, oil wells or good farm-
land - would not be a factor".  
 
Franz was at peace with himself despite the alarm he could have experienced 
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It was a great joy to preside at the Clacton 'Our Lady of Light’ Fraternity elec-
tions on Sunday 25

th
 October. I am delighted to see Clacton flourishing again. 

 
On Tuesday 1

st
 September my home parish held a prayer evening for the newly 

appointed World Day of Prayer for Care of Creation where we joined forces with 
the Charismatic Renewal Prayer Group and with Cafod supporters to pray for 
our world situation. It was a great spirit filled evening and it would be good to see 
the day become more widely known about, and used. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all again at the next Regional Day of Reflection, 
which will held at Our Lady, Mother of God, Church & Hall, Thorpe St Andrew, 
Norwich, on Saturday 7th May 2016. 
 
Pax et Bonum 
Debbie 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Franciscans are Christians specifically committed to the realisation of fraternity. 
They exist, primarily, to be brothers and sisters, members of a fraternity, of an 
Order of brothers and sisters. Francis is deeply rooted in his conviction that at 
the very origin of his fraternity there is the heavenly Father. In manifesting the 
eternal project of the Father for humankind and for believers in particular, Jesus 
resorts to increasingly engaging expressions in a crescendo which reaches the 
deepest communion: 

“so that they may be one, just as we are 
“So that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they 
also may be one in us … 
“I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one as we are 
one… 
“that they may be brought to perfection as one  

It is not enough to be “one”. It must be “as We are”, in order to achieve a com-
munion in being “one” within the very Trinity, in God. 

Extract from ‘Fraternty and St Francis’, CIOFS Manual for Formators 
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FROM LOCAL FRATERNITIES 

Bedford ‘Gospel to Life’ Fraternity 

We had elections at our May meeting when we were joined by Debbie Bool and 
Fr Patrick Lonsdale OFM. Anne T Simmonds was elected as Minister, with Cyn-
thia Savory as Vice Minister,  Michael Mortimer as Treasurer, Petronella  Ibbett 
as Secretary, and Michael Simmonds as Formation Minister.  So in effect Mi-
chael & Anne have swapped jobs and the rest are as before. We usually have 
our Council meetings at Petronella’s flat because she is confined to a wheel 
chair so it is easier if we go to her.  We have also decided to hold our winter 
meetings at her flat as the church tends to be rather cold in the winter months, 
so from November 2015 to March 2016 we will be there, then in April we will re-
turn to Holy Cross Church and hall for our meetings. 

We celebrated the Transitus of St Clare on 11
th
 August and the Transitus of St 

Francis on 4
th
 of October both at Petronella’s flat. On 3

rd
 October Anne and Mi-

chael had a visit from a policeman to tell them that their son Francis had been 
killed in an aeroplane crash at Chigwell earlier that day. He leaves a widow, 
Laura and a son Joseph who was 8 on 16

th
 October. Laura does not have any 

faith so we would ask that you all please pray for her and little Joseph at this 
difficult time. 

Anne has arranged to speak about the OFS at Sunday Masses in the various 
churches in Bedford , during October and November and we have booked a Fol-
low up day on Saturday 28

th
 November, at which we will have an exhibition 

about St Francis and his Canticle of the Sun and we hope to gain some new 
members.. We are studying Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’ letter at our meetings and 
Anne will refer to it in her talks, so hopefully the folks who are concerned about 
the environment may be interested. 

Anne Simmonds ofs, Minister 

Cambridge ‘Our Lady of the Poor’ Fraternity 

The Fraternity hosted a Regional Day of Recollection at Our Lady & the English 
Martyrs’ Church on Saturday 16

th
 May (a note of Fr Patrick Lonsdale’s talk on 

the theme ‘Three Attitudes and Three Key Words’ can be found on page 8). We 
were delighted that our National Minister, Paula Pearce ofs, was able to attend. 
 
We had our annual pilgrimage to the National Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 
in honour of Our Lady, the Blessed Virgin Mary, on Saturday 10

th
 October. Full 

house including our brother from Bedford Fraternity, Michael Mortimer ofs. We 
had two of our regular visitors joining us as well (photo on page 5). 
 
It has been a good year for us in terms of been noticed in the church and we 
have some visitors who are temporarily residing in Cambridge attending our 
meetings. 

We continue studying the Rule of our Order and reading texts linked with the 
Rule or/and with the Gospel of the day. The feasts of the saints have been also 
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Creator. He (St Francis) realised the reality in Psalm 136 that all creatures 
should join us in this praise: ‘Praise Him, Sun and Moon, praise Him all you shin-
ing stars! Praise Him you highest heavens and you waters above the heavens!’” 

“When Nature is viewed solely as a source of profit and gain, this has serious 
consequences for society. This vision of ‘might is right’ has engendered im-
mense inequality, injustice and acts of violence against the majority of humanity, 
since resources end up in the hands of the first comer or the most powerful: the 
winner takes all. Completely at odds with this model are the ideals of harmony, 
justice, fraternity and peace as proposed by Jesus.” (Para 82)  

"A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature cannot be real if our hearts 
lack tenderness, compassion and concern for our fellow human beings. It is 
clearly inconsistent to combat trafficking in endangered species while remaining 
completely indifferent to human trafficking, unconcerned about the poor, or un-
dertaking to destroy another human being deemed unwanted. This compromises 
the very meaning of our struggle for the sake of the environment. It is no coinci-
dence that, in the Canticle in which St Francis praises God for His creatures; he 
goes on to say, 'Praised be You my Lord through those who give pardon for love 
of You'. Everything is connected. Concern for the environment this needs to be 
joined to a sincere love for our fellow human beings and an unwavering commit-
ment to resolving the problems of society.” (Para 91) 

“In calling to mind the figure of St Francis of Assisi, we come to realise that a 
healthy relationship with Creation is one dimension of overall personal conver-
sion, which entails the recognition of our errors, sins, faults and failures, and 
leads to heartfelt repentance and desire to change. To achieve such reconcilia-
tion, we must examine our lives and acknowledge the ways in which we have 
harmed God’s Creation through our actions and our failure to act. We need to 
experience a conversion, or change of heart.” 

 How do we as Secular Franciscans respond in practical ways to such a direct 
call to arms and action? First read Laudato Si!! Then we can see how very 
blessed we are to be able to understand that there is a problem which so many 
(and some who should really know better due to their intelligence and position in 
society) deny. 

If we have already become involved in any ecological initiative then that is excel-
lent and exactly how it should be. If we are wondering what to do then I can real-
ly think of nothing more appropriate than to offer our services to CAFOD in one 
way or another. Of all the agencies it seems to be the one way out in front in 
taking the Pope's letter very seriously. It is showing how the Pope presents a 
challenge - a divergent way of living, which will be more peaceful, more fulfilling 
and actually save the planet. So either visit the CAFOD website or contact Ste-
phen Matthews at the Cambridge CAFOD office (tel 07779 804252 or email 
smatthews@cafod.org.uk and he will be delighted to help. In North Walsham we 
will be attempting to coordinate much that CAFOD is asking us to do and move 
things on further with a Live Simply Campaign.  

What could be more Franciscan?! Praise the Lord and thanks to Pope Francis! 

mailto:smatthews@cafod.org.uk
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In this encyclical he stresses that we are all guilty (everyone on the planet) and 
have all caused the present catastrophic situation that seriously threatens Sister 
Mother Earth. The trouble started with the Industrial Revolution in England and 
continues to gain momentum. There are now so many problems. Having quoted 
him above on his comments regarding drought in Africa, the real tragedy is that 
there is now no prediction of rainfall, which makes planning for droughts impos-
sible. Pope Francis hits hard in Laudato Si’. He says a horrendous state of af-
fairs will happen unless we all do something and that it is all of our responsibility. 
A 2- degree change in temperature would be terrible so somehow we all have to 
make sure any rise in global temperature is less than this.  

To be fair to our government, the UK is taking a leadership role. We actually 
have a very strong voice because we said we would reduce greenhouse gasses 
by 80% by 2050. Interestingly, Pope Francis is now regarded as the important 
global leader now that voices like Nelson Mandela are silent. There really are no 
other global moral leaders alive at the moment. He tells politicians to look be-
yond their national borders towards the Common Good. They actually do listen 
to him, and he has now created a space for them to act.  

The real genius of Pope Francis is in his integration of Climate Change with the 
world wide social upheaval of peoples and values of our age, how he links World 
Economy with Ecology. He presents our faith as a wide integral view of the 
world in 2015. So many are only seeing the alarming situation through tunnel 
vision. Most importantly he explains how global warming and our desperate so-
cial problems always most affect the poorest of the world. For our part in the 
“developed west” compulsive capitalism and consumerism have been allowed to 
run amok which has allowed full vent to the greed that is so deeply ingrained in 
us all. 

However he does acknowledge that some countries are gradually making signifi-
cant progress, but despite the “growing ecological sensitivity, it has not succeed-
ed in changing their harmful habits of consumption. A simple example is the in-
creasing use and power of air conditioning. We are a prey to our markets, which 
benefit from sales and stimulate ever-increasing demand. “ In the meantime, 
economic powers continue to justify the current global system where priority 
tends to be given to speculation and the pursuit of financial gain, which fail to 
take the context into account, let alone the effects on human dignity and the nat-
ural environment. Here we see how environmental deterioration and human and 
ethical degradation are closely linked.” (Para 55 and 56) 

Despite Pope Francis’ letter being addressed to all people of good will, the Pope 
openly challenges those who reject the idea of a Creator and dismiss the rich 
contribution, which religions can make towards an integral ecology and the full 
development of humanity. (Para 62) He goes on to say how our infinite dignity is 
due to our creation out of love and in God’s own image and likeness. (Para 65) 
Sin is a rupture of the harmony between the Creator, humanity and Creation and 
comes due to our refusal to acknowledge our creaturely limitations. “The harmo-
ny that St Francis of Assisi experienced with all creatures was seen as a healing 
of that rupture. St Bonaventure held that, through universal reconciliation with 
every creature, St Francis in some way returned to the state of original inno-
cence.” (Para 66) The book of Psalms frequently exhorts us to praise God our 
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considered and their lives introduced to all. 

Our mission outside the Fraternity meetings con-
tinues with works of charity, especially praying for 
the sick, the poor, the Holy Souls, and for the dy-
ing. Each one of us reaches out to the world in 
different actions, works and deeds.  

Jaci Matos Agarwala ofs, Minister 

 

 

 

Clacton ‘Our Lady of Light’ Fraternity 

The future of Our Lady of Light Fraternity is now looking brighter with the arrival 
of three new members who have moved here from Maldon: Canon Peter Connor 
ofs, Leda Clare Aynedjian ofs, and Fr Frank Jackson ofs a Candidate whose 
time of formation is almost complete. 

On Sunday 25
th
 October Debbie Bool ofs visited and presided over the Fraterni-

ty’s Council elections, our new Council is: Willem Botha ofs, Minister; John 
Turner ofs, Vice Minister; Leda Clare Aynedjian ofs, Secretary; Canon Peter 
Connor ofs, Formation Minister; and Judy Caplin ofs, Treasurer. Fr Frank Jack-
son was secretary of the election and Alison Spooner was the counter. 

Debbie gave us some reassuring news when she told us that we could contact 
Fr Patrick Lonsdale OFM to make arrangements for Fr Frank to make his Pro-
fession sometime in February. We have to consider that Fr Frank has a Parish 
to run and it is difficult for him to get away at weekends, the same is true for 
Canon Peter so hopefully Fr Frank will make his Profession in Our Lady of Light 
Church. We will invite members of the Region when we know more. We are also 
delighted that Alison Spooner having completed her term of enquiry has asked 
to be admitted to our Fraternity. 

Judy Caplin ofs, Treasurer 

 

Ipswich ‘Blessed John Duns Scotus’ Fraternity 

We continue to meet monthly either at the Holy Family Church, Brantham, or St 
Mary's Church, Ipswich, usually on the Second Sunday of the month. Also for 
the second year running we have held our August meeting at St Clare’s Church 
in Framlingham, Suffolk. St Clare’s is a small and beautiful church which was 
renovated in conjunction with the church 50 year Jubilee in 2005. The church 
holds relics of St Clare and St Francis and we were able to venerate these relics 
as well as reciting a litany appropriate for the Feast of St Clare (11

th
August). We 

also read and discussed one of the letters of St Clare to St Agnes of Prague. 
 
Four of us attended the Regional Day of Recollection hosted by the Cambridge 
Fraternity at Our Lady & the English Martyrs Church, on Saturday 16

th
 May. We  
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decided it would be good to have a social gathering of members during the sum-
mer, outside of our usual schedule of meetings. Seven members enjoyed an 
excellent lunch at the Felixstowe Ferry Café (well known for its excellent fish and 
chips) followed by a stroll along the coast on Saturday 15

th
 August.   

 
Four members attend the Day of Recollection and Fr James McCurry OFM Con-
v’s talk on ‘Franciscan Littleness: Simplification of Life’ at the Arkley Poor Clare 
Monastery on Sunday 6

th
 September. 

 
Eleven of us attended the Regional Day of Recollection at St Mary's, Wood-
bridge Road, Ipswich on Saturday 19th September. Two members, David Morton 
and Mary Lambert, were professed during the Mass. The Professions were a 
great joy for the Fraternity and the Day itself was a great success. The Fraternity 
now has a fine banner emblazoned with the Tau symbol and the name of the 
Fraternity (see photo on page 3). The banner was made and beautifully embroi-
dered by Mary Lambert with the help of a friend. 
 
For On-Going formation we have continued to study Celano’s First Life of St 
Francis and Benet Fonck’s Commentary on the OFS Rule ‘Called to Follow 
Christ’. Following the usual format we pass the book or text around, each person 
reading a short section sometimes pausing for a short discussion when points 
arise. Our two candidates for profession, Claire Lamont-Buxton and Chris 
Housden, attend separate meetings for Initial Formation with our Formation Min-
ister David Gleave. The Fraternity now has 12 Active Professed Members, 2 
Infirm Members, 2 Candidates, and 1 Visitor. 
 
St Mary’s Ipswich hosted a Diocesan Learning Together/J & P Commission Day 
of Reflection on Laudato Si’ led by Henry Longbottom SJ on Saturday 24

th  
Octo-

ber. The Encyclical is generating much interest as nearly 80 took part. Action 
points from discussion will form the basis of a proposed Diocesan Action Plan. 
                 
Edwin Edwards ofs, Minister 
 

Norwich ‘Pax et Bonum’ Fraternity 

Thanks be to God that we have had an interesting and increasingly busy last 6 
months. On 1

st
 September we celebrated the Pope's World Day of Prayer for the 

Care of Creation at St George's Church in Norwich in conjunction with a superb 
display all round the church erected by Rosemary Walters and the CAFOD rep-
resentatives and the renewal prayer group who provided excellent music for us. 
We also had our own display stand erected by Bro Francis Walsh. We enjoyed 
Franciscan hymns and readings from Laudato Si'. The only sadness (as always) 
was the lack of attendance. Next year we broaden our tactics to encourage the 
parishes to attend. One great pearl of wisdom given by one of our fraternity was 
that we should really eat only that which is grown naturally. This would improve 
the health of all as well as redistributing wealth to those involved especially in 
the poorer countries of the world. Share wealth and improve health (spiritually 
and psychologically as well) is really the nub of Pope Francis’ encyclical. 
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He starts by saying, “St Francis reminds us that our common home is like a sis-
ter with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to 
embrace us (in the words): Praise be to you, Through our sister, Mother Earth, 
who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with coloured flow-
ers and herbs. (Para 1) 

“This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by 
our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. 
We have come to see ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled to plunder 
her at will. The violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected 
in the symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all 
forms of life.” (Para 2) 

He calls on us (quoting Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople) to 
“replace consumption with sacrifice, greed with generosity, wastefulness with a 
spirit of sharing”, that we learn “to give, and not simply to give up.. moving grad-
ually away from what I want to what God’s world needs.” (Para 9). 

He says “I believe that Saint Francis is the example par excellence of care for 
the vulnerable and of an integral ecology lived out joyfully and authentically… he 
was a mystic and a pilgrim who lived in simplicity and in wonderful harmony with 
God, with others, with nature and with himself. He shows us just how insepara-
ble the bond is between concern for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to 
society, and interior peace.” (Para 10). 

He explains how global “warming caused by huge consumption on the part of 
some rich countries has repercussions on the poorest areas of the world, espe-
cially Africa where a rise in temperature, together with drought, has proved dev-
astating for farming. There is also damage caused by the export of solid waste 
and toxic liquids to developing countries and by pollution produced by compa-
nies (usually multinationals) which operate in ways they would never do at 
home.” (Para 51) 

“These situations have caused Sister Earth, along with the abandoned of our 
world, to cry out, pleading that we take another course.” He explains that “we are 
all called to be instruments of God our Father, so that our planet might be what 
He desired when He created it and correspond with His plan for peace, beauty 
and fullness.” But we lack the culture and leadership and legal framework that is 
needed to strike out on new paths to fight against the “power structures based 
on the techno-economic paradigm” that threaten to “overwhelm not only our poli-
tics but also our freedom and justice.” ((Para 53) 

Its publication is superbly timed (Pope Francis was a formidable Jesuit before 
his election as Pope, when he became almost more Franciscan than St Francis 
himself!). It came just before his visit to the US Congress in Washington DC and 
his speech at the United Nations HQ in New York. He was also invited to the 
United Nations Conference on Climate Change in Paris this November. It is 
worth noting that UN decisions and treaties are binding! So far he has made an 
enormously deep impression both in his views on our environment and on the 
fundamental precepts of the Church denouncing “ideological colonialism” (and 
backed up by the amazing declaration by the African bishops denouncing the 
filthy campaigns from the colonialist West).  
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the Blessed Trinity, in brotherhood and to undergo daily conversion. 
 
Just a few points which I felt might be important. We just want to remember what 
is important to us in our particular calling – in addition to the key words, Gospel, 
prophecy – there is joy!! If there is not joy there, we have to ask why? If there is 
a member of your family or a good friend who is sick or who has just died, obvi-
ously you are going to be sad, sadness is not being denied. But it is the ability to 
endure sadness as Jesus endured the Cross that we should strive for. It is said 
in Hebrews he disregarded the shamefulness of it, because of the joy it gave in 
the future: 
 

“Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who leads us in our faith and brings it 
to perfection: for the sake of the joy which lay ahead of him, he endured the 
cross, disregarding the shame of it, and has taken his seat at the right of 
God's throne. Think of the way he persevered against such opposition from 
sinners and then you will not lose heart and come to grief.” (Heb. 12:2-3) 

 
Wherever there is sadness we have to look for the way to joy, for that is the 
Gospel way. Read the Gospel, know St Francis – read him, read the Rule, and 
the General Constitutions, to get the Franciscan take on the Christian life. Read 
the signs of the times – how is God speaking to us today? Where is God direct-
ing us – directing me? We have to pray about this over a length of time. The 
Pope is telling us to go to the margins, most of the time we do not want to move 
from where we are. We have to listen to all of this, time and again. The Gospel 
way we live our faith is – not just listening to what Father wants us to do – but 
what does God, Jesus want us to do! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

LAUDATO SI’ A TRULY FRANCISCAN DOCUMENT  

HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND? 
 

Rob Hardie ofs our Regional Minister for Presence in the World (formally known 
as Justice and Peace) gives us his valuable thoughts and guidance below. 

This is THE Justice and Peace document of all time and THE Secular Francis-
can treaty of all time too.  

Pope Francis obviously wants everyone in the world to be a Secular Franciscan 
(or enter the other Franciscan orders)! The whole encyclical is (obviously from 
the title) based on St Francis’ Canticle of Brother Sun (or the Canticle of the 
Creatures). 

Pope Francis is wonderful on Climate Change. For anyone who has not yet read 
the encyclical LAUDATO SI’, a read is a real "must". Moreover unlike some oth-
er encyclicals it is VERY readable. It is long, but this should not be a reason for 
not soaking up such a declaration. It is so good (I found it almost too good to 
read!!!) - it can be digested in bits, not necessarily in chronological sequence. I 
will do my best in a few paragraphs to give you a taste for this magnificent sub-
mission to the world. 
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Sammy Tassili (who provided the wisdom 
above) was formally welcomed as an En-
quirer in July and Jim Powell was wel-
comed also as an Enquirer during the cel-
ebration of St Francis’ Transitus in the 
Church of the Annunciation in Walsing-
ham. Brigid Rawlinson was admitted as a 
Candidate for Profession later in October. 
We have at the moment 2 Enquirers, 1 
Candidate, 1 “permanent visitor” and 1 
new visitor.  

On Saturday 19
th
 September the Walsing-

ham “re-emerging” Link Group had its in-
augural meeting above the Church of the 
Annunciation. 3 were present and the 
meeting was led by Bro Francis Walsh. A 
brief explanation that the OFS is a real 

order was given, with a period of training, equivalent to a novitiate, with promises 
similar to vows being made. 

The Transitus was celebrated in the same church on 3rd October and was at-
tended by the Link Group of 3, 5 other members from Norwich and 3 guests 
from Walsingham. A commitment to the OFS was read through around lighted 
candles and the habit of a dear deceased Franciscan, Stigmata Prayers were 
said and these were followed by the Transitus and Evening Office of St Francis. 
Tea and biscuits were enjoyed at the home of Francis and Jenny afterwards. 

Fraternity members attended the Presence in the World Day led by Dorothy 
Harte ofs in Stratford in April, the National Elective Council in September when 
Debbie Bool was elected National Presence in the World Minister, and Fr Patrick 
Lonsdale’s excellent Regional Day of Recollection hosted by the Ipswich Frater-
nity on 19

th
 September. 

The Fraternity is still meeting on 3
rd

 Wednesday of the month in Holy Apostles’ 
Church, Earlham, Norwich, at 6.30 pm, the Walsingham Link Group on the 3

rd
 

Saturday at 10.30 am and we have real hopes that another Link Group may start 
up soon in Beckles. 

Rob Hardie ofs, Minister 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Prayer Intentions: Please remember the following sisters and brothers who 
are unwell in your prayers: 
Elizabeth George ofs, Sister Helena Hudjuk ofs, Petronella Ibbett ofs, and Sarah 
Lane ofs (Bedford); Judy Caplin ofs (Clacton); Rosamund Kirby-Johnson ofs and 
Roy Herbert ofs (Bury St Edmunds); and Allan Simpson ofs (March). 

Blessed is the servant who would love his brother as much when he is sick and cannot be of 
assistance to him as he would when he is well and can be of help to him. 
    (St Francis Admonition 24) 

   

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4554
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10046
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
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BR PATRICK LONSDALE OFM’s TALK ‘THREE ATTITUDES AND THREE 
KEY WORDS‘ AT THE REGIONAL DAY OF RECOLLECTION, OUR LADY & 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, CAMBRIDGE, ON 16th MAY 2015 

I was National Spiritual Assistant from 1990 – 1996. Last year, after Fr Peter 
Hall had died I offered my services if needed to the Secular Franciscans, and 
attended one or two events, including the Chapter of Mats at Swanwick, which 
was a very enjoyable celebration of Franciscan life. With another hat on I recent-
ly attended the annual conference of religious leaders where we were addressed 
by the former Minister General of the OFM, José Rodríguez Carballo, who is 
now an archbishop and the Secretary for the Congregation for Institutes of Con-
secrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life. During this talk I want to share 
some of the things he shared with us.  
 
Last November I became the Custos of the OFM in Britain. Because the number 
of the OFM friars has fallen to the low 30’s, less than the 40 required to form a 
Province, we became a Custody, a title which goes back to the time of St Fran-
cis, dependent on another Province. We are now a Dependent Custody of the 
Province of Ireland, and are known as the Custody of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Great Britain. The Minister of the Custody is 
known as a Custos. There does not seem to be an English-language equivalent 
of this title, but it would seem to be parallel to the traditional role of the Guardian, 
the leader of the local fraternity. The Custos, therefore, exercises care for all the 
brothers of the Custody, accompanying them in their vocational journey and mis-
sion.  
 
I volunteered to be National Spiritual Assistant as I thought it would help me to 
keep my feet on the ground. You are living as Franciscans your spirituality - you 
are inspired by Francis as the friars are although in a different way. It is good to 
see the Franciscan spirit, the charisms, the gifts of the Spirit, from another angle. 

I want to share some reflections with you which I hope will be helpful. It is good 
to read and reflect on the Rule, if possible each day a paragraph, to remind 
yourselves of what you promised and the spirituality we share. It is a very good 
Rule and has many points of contact with the way the friars live their Franciscan 
vocation as well. I want to compare and focus on a few passage of the Rule. 

First of all, let me say this, that the Secular Franciscans, the Poor Clares, the 

Friars, and the Third Order Regular Sisters, who all take their inspiration from St 
Francis are gifts to the Church. We are a gift, we are not outside the Church - we 
are part of the Church - we are not parallel to the Church. We are in the Church 
and the memory of St Francis - brought to notice today particularly by Pope 
Francis - is kept alive by those inspired to come and join the different groups 
founded by him.  

Looking at paragraph 2 of Article 6 of the Rule, on page 19 of the OFS Hanbook: 

 
 Called like Saint Francis to rebuild the Church and inspired by his exam-
ple, let them devote themselves energetically to living in full communion 
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The Gospel can inspire us in the way we live – that is what happened with Fran-
cis, he knew and lived the Gospel. He did not have to read the Gospel, because 
he knew and memorised it. If you look at Francis there is no set work he gave 
himself or his brothers or his sisters or anyone else who followed him. He did not 
say you had to be a nurse or a teacher. He went travelling everywhere, he was 
interested in everything that was going on in his days. The Crusades were going 
on so he went out to try to be a maker of peace. They did not have ecological 
problems like we have today, but he was concerned that people did not appreci-
ate nature well enough – he wrote the great Canticle of the Creatures. The peo-
ple on the margins, the lepers, those people who others did not want to bring in 
because they were contagious – he went out and washed their wounds. He was 
concerned for the wellbeing of the Church, he and his brothers went from church 
to church preaching in a simple way. He spent many hours praying that he 
should know the Lord and that he should be more perfectly conformed to Christ. 
 
So there are all those things when you start reading the Gospel, there is no set 
way. But you may want to compare with someone else, a spiritual companion 
who you can say to – this is happening, I am stuck on this or whatever. It is good 
to have with you someone you can share your response to the Gospel with. It 
can sometimes be in a group if you can trust the group enough, perhaps in fra-
ternity or a prayer group you are in. The power of the Gospel is there to inspire 
and direct us and also to bring us together to share what the Lord is saying to us. 
If we can read the Gospel together then we can listen with respect to each oth-
er’s responses and grow together and perhaps decide what our mission is – 
where do we go from here? We should always be moving to discern the will, the 
plan of God for us. 
 
Remember when Francis in his youth during his time of conversion was all 
equipped for battle and he had a dream and came back home. He wanted to 
know what to do – Lord what do you want me to do? In the dream he was di-
rected by the Lord to change his plans. Sometimes this is the prayer we ought to 
make, especially when we have a decision to make. And of course in community 
as well – brothers and sisters what are we to do? Pray simple prayers, but open 
up to the reality of the Gospel. The presence of the Lord, journeying by faith, be-
coming more perfectly Franciscan. 
 
So we are challenged by the Rule to live the Gospel, the Rule does not replace 
the Gospel. It focuses on truths to give us direction so we might live the Gospel, 
accompanied by the whole Church and in the company of St Francis. See what 
he did, but remember he had a sense of total freedom, he counselled “I have 
done what was mine to do, may the Lord teach you what is yours to do”. Do not 
do what I did – because your circumstances are different. That is why you have 
the Secular Franciscan Order, because people wanted to do what he was doing. 
They knew they could not do it, because they had families and could not just ‘up 
sticks’ and leave and go off somewhere. Francis therefore wrote that document 
the ‘Letter to the Faithful (also known as the Earlier Exhortation to the Brothers 
and Sisters of Penance)’ which begins the Rule. It is believed that it is the origi-
nal rule of the Secular Order. It is an inspiration to live the Gospel, in union with  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_Institutes_of_Consecrated_Life_and_Societies_of_Apostolic_Life
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_Institutes_of_Consecrated_Life_and_Societies_of_Apostolic_Life
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brothers and sisters we have to show that and build on it. 
 
Maybe one of the sure ways you can tell the love in a community is the way we 
treat those who cannot always get to meetings, because they are sick or who 
are housebound. They are still our brothers and sisters and a sign we value that 
fraternity is being ready to visit them to let them know that they are still part of 
this community. 
 
Three points – first of all read the Gospel - that is a central part of Franciscan 
spirituality. Where do we start with our reading? It is good to read with the 
Church, looking at the Gospels that the Church throughout the world is reading 
together. Going from Gospel to life and life to the Gospel. It is a very good princi-
ple of prayer, you might have come across Lectio Divina? It can be applied to 
the Franciscan Rule or the writings of St Francis, but it is especially applied to 
the scriptures. And I am saying that the reference in the Rule – going from Gos-
pel to life and Life to the Gospel – is very much about this way of praying the 
scriptures. It means of course that we read it prayerfully, either individually or in 
a group. We have to be honest and say how is the ‘word’ speaking to me? Be-
cause in prayer there is always a dialogue.  
 
There is always a conversation, except that it is not a conversation ‘to and fro’ as 
we talk to each other. It is a conversation began with the Lord who speaks to us 
through scripture. He begins the conversation and then we reply, then we read 
again and he replies. At the same time we are listening – what is he saying, 
where is he touching my life? We need to consider is there something in my life 
this Gospel reminds me of and makes me think?  
 
The Gospel for tomorrow’s Mass, the Feast of the Ascension is Mark 16:15-20. I 
am not saying that every time you are going to get a moment of insight or revela-
tion when you read the Gospel, it does not work like that. This Gospel says 
“These are the signs associated with believers: they will cast out devils; they will 
have the gift of tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and be un-
harmed should they drink deadly poison; they will lay hands on the sick, who will 
recover”. We have to be careful in relating to this, we should be wary about pick-
ing up snakes and certainly not drink poisons!!  
 
Now we know there are charismatic healers that do put their hands on the sick. 
We may not do that, however this does not prevent us from being ordinarily car-
ing people - the sense of touch, showing affection may not bring about a total 
cure. But it may bring about a sense of recovery and help them. This Gospel is 
actually reminding us what is going on in our own lives, and we can say that I 
have heard and followed and made the Gospel come to life in them. The Gospel 
is always there, it interprets our lives – where the Gospel is, the Lord is. Even 
though at times there is no reference to the Lord, he is still there. Wherever 
there is affection, healing, care, it is a matter of seeing that is where faith is. 
Faith is seeing our lives as walking with Christ and Christ walking with us, and 
this means going ‘backwards and forwards’ between the Gospel and life. Read-
ing the Gospel reminds us of incidents and leads us to prayer.  
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with the pope, bishops, and priests, fostering an open and trusting dia-
logue of apostolic effectiveness and creativity. 

There is a lot in that paragraph, but the point I just wish to make is “living in full 
communion with the pope, bishops and priests” who as it were are the shep-
herds of the whole Church. So we are working with them, and listening to them, 
and are guided by them. We are particularly blessed by having a pope now who 
not only has chosen the name Francis, but who in so many different ways is re-
minding us of the way Francis would have lived in the world today, and beckon-
ing us to follow that way. 

I know that many of you are actively involved in working in your parishes. Many 
have taken on different ministries, Eucharistic, readers, welcomers, and also 
joined different organisations which seem to give an outlet for Franciscan mis-
sion, where sadly it is not always available in the fraternity. I remember I came 
one day to a Day of Recollection somewhere in another region, and I mentioned 
‘outreach’ that is an essential part of our Franciscan charism – we are not just a 
prayer group. Although the Poor Clares might be considered a ‘prayer group’, do 
not be fooled they know everything that is going on and they all reach out. We all 
need prayer, but we are not just a prayer group. Prayer is important obviously to 
all of us, I will say more on that later on. We are a group that prays in commun-
ion, and reaches out to others in different ways, and that is something we always 
need to bear in mind. I had been talking about this and later on someone said, “I 
heard what you said and joined the SVP”. Typical Franciscan – that’s fine as 
well, because all good works deserve our support. I know in Nottingham there is 
quite a big overlap between the SVP and the Secular Franciscans, the Minister 
is also the president of the SVP Council as well! They both have a similarity of 
aims and aspirations. 

Also there are projects initiated by individual Franciscans which it is good to sup-
port as a Fraternity. We are supposed to be active in the Church, supporting the 
bishops in the life of the Church and also its mission. We are not called for our-
selves alone, we are called for others. We must have that other dimension - it 
used to be called justice and peace – you now refer to it as ‘presence in the 
world’. We are present to the Lord, present in the world, and present to each 
other. All are important, but we have to aim for what is practical and not impossi-
bilities!! We are involved in the life of the Church in parishes, dioceses, but also 
outside. This is the point I am trying to make about being a gift to the Church.   

I attended a meeting in March of English speaking leaders of the OFM – provin-
cials. This included friars from Lithuania. During the Second World War Lithuani-
an friars spent time in the USA. So they built a connection and use the English 
language, and they are part of the English speaking friars. One of the other friars 
attending, thinking ahead to the General Chapter which was to take place in As-
sisi, was amazed that they would be having an audience with the Pope. He said 
he hoped the Holy Father would tell them what he wanted us to do. The Lithua-
nian Provincial responded that 800 years ago Francis told the Pope what he 
wanted him to do!!  

What I am trying to say is that we should be active in the Church in our parishes, 
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but it is not just a matter of saying – What does Father want us to do? Yes, listen 
to what Father wants, he has after all responsibility for the parish. We are called 
energetically to build up the Church, but we have to discern ourselves - what we 
can do? What are the needs that may be the Church is not responding to in our 
area? There may be things that we cannot do alone, but by our presence and 
concern we can support people in need. There are many issues in our parishes - 
poverty, social deprivation, loneliness - just to mention those things that come to 
mind straightaway. So all fraternities - local, regional, national - to be authentic 
Franciscan fraternities means that they should look out beyond themselves at 
others. It is good for us, it is healing for us, because any inward looking group 
can become upset by its failures and disappointments. So it is for our vitality that 
we must be outward looking. 

First of all we are a gift to the Church, a positive thing, a gift to the Church which 
the Church can embrace - which the Church wants. I will not say that the Church 
needs, but relies on the charism to do something vital for the Church, in its life 
and mission. We have enough in the Church, but this is something extra, a val-
ued extra for the Church. What we call a ‘charism’ – a gift of the Holy Spirit. That 
is what we are providing in our own particular way and it is to help the Church. 
You can say it is a need, it is a need for the spirit that we show in the way of love 
– it is a particular gift – and we must exhibit that according to the Rule. 

The attitude which we might benefit from and we can examine ourselves on, on 
a Day of Recollection like this, and this is what our speaker the former Minister 
General of the OFM, José Rodríguez Carballo, was talking to us religious about 
this week - three attitudes to the past, the present, and the future.  

An attitude to the past - it is gone and we cannot recreate it, even though there 
is always a hankering after the glory of former days. What seemed to be the 
times of prosperity in the Church, in the Order, and of growth. The only attitude 
to take to the past is one of gratitude – thanks be to God for all that has been. 
That is in our own lives, always find what it is to be thankful for today, in this very 
day, in the last 24hours. For what do I say – thanks be to God? To live in grati-
tude is a fundamental way of approaching the Christian life. After all the Eucha-
rist which we say every day, certainly on Sundays, when we come together is 
the great prayer of the whole Church of thanks be to God, for creation, life, sal-
vation, and so on. So to have a positive attitude to the past – it is gone, we can-
not bring it back, we hanker after it, but it has had its day – does not anchor us in 
the past I hope!! 

In our own lives, in the Franciscan Order, in the Church, we are people of the 
Vatican Council. We cannot go back beyond that and say we will live as we did 
then, and pray the liturgy as we did then. People still want to do that, may be 
some of you who were brought up with that liturgy appreciate some of the beau-
tiful aspects of it. But we have moved on, we cannot be Catholics of 50 years 
ago!! We have to be Catholics of today!! So let us say for all we loved in the past 
let us be grateful. As we continue with our lives that is the attitude to adopt, not 
regret, not of sorry for what has gone, but of gratitude for the experience of all 
that we received. 
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that we write up certain successes. It is very good that we do and give praise to 
God, of course, that is part of it, but the sign of faith is that of perseverance. We 
can always find the reason to preserve when we hear the word of the Lord ad-
dressed to us, and that assurance of being externally loved being renewed in us. 
 
Another thing that drags us down and takes away that joy is a tendency in all 
groups to moan and complain. It is not as good as I expected or someone does 
not come up to my expectations or whatever it is. It is a natural tendency that the 
people of Israel moaned and complained as they went through the desert and it 
gets them down! If we moan we are the people that suffer because of it – not the 
people we are moaning about! We can ignore them to a certain extent when 
they moan, so when there is moaning and complaining there is room for correc-
tion in our lives. And that is another thing too – fraternal correction. In some fra-
ternities, I know there are some difficulties around this, sometimes it is a difficult 
thing to do. But take the individual aside perhaps with another Council member 
and say – look what you are doing is not helping the fraternity. It must be done, 
fraternal correction rather than going on moaning for years. It is better in a spirit 
of love for the person as well as the group to say – look can we work through 
this, because it is not helping you and it is not helping the group. 
 
So that is the attentiveness to the Gospel, the prophetic witness, the readiness 
to go out. I think we are saying something about what we are doing in the group 
or individually. When we are scattered about, perhaps cannot get together to do 
something – you can nevertheless share it not in a boasting manner, but to say 
this is what is going on, just to encourage others. 
 
One of the things we also need to do in the fraternity and in the religious life and 
in parishes is to build up a sense of affection – a warmth, human warmth to-
wards people! It is said in the First Order, in my own particular branch of it, the 
OFM, that many young people leave the order within a short time, within 3 years 
of making their profession. One of the main reasons they give is a lack of affec-
tion. When you bring students together, young people in formation, they support 
each other. When they go out from that they feel there is not the some warmth. It 
happens in parishes, sometimes we receive people into the Church at Easter in 
a great ceremony – a wonderful welcome – and then people feel there is nothing 
to follow. You are just there and that is it. We have to continue to build a relation-
ship – a community with them after their baptism and beyond that as well I think. 
You cannot force the sense that it is fine, it is wonderful and there is a lot going 
on. We need to show a sense of community, that we are what we are brothers 
and sisters. 
 
I always remember – and this is important – that love in the Christian sense is 
not in the first place a feeling. It is not that I feel love for you or have affection for 
you, but the Lord has drawn us together and what will hold us together is that we 
serve each other in love. Love is practical, love is action in the Christian sense 
and that is what we can all do. We may have to make allowances, bite our 
tongue and be patient. In fraternity it is no good just coming and reading a book 
and maybe saying a few good thoughts about the text on Francis. If we are  
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work to glorify God the Father’s love by his own life and ministry. And Jesus is 
sharing this with his disciples, so that they may know joy, because he says - I 
have loved you in the same way as the Father has loved him. It is having the 
sense within us of being eternally loved that sustains us and leads to joy. It is a 
deep joy in our lives, an assurance - the fact that we are valued beyond our im-
agination from all eternity. This is our faith, something we cling to just as Jesus 
had to cling to it in his trials, in all he endured. 
 
So joy is a fruit of taking the Gospel to heart, it is not superficial, it is something 
that comes from taking to heart the Gospel promises and especially this promise 
of the love of God.  Jesus knew this in himself, this has been shared with us, 
that we should know the love of Jesus in us. It is something we must not forget 
because not only do we hold that to ourselves, we hold it to others. And if we do 
not show that joy and truth to others, how will they know this is the cause of joy 
and hope – hope and joy in the Lord? Link them together in the same breath. 
 
This joy is not the sort of feeling that you get from having been successful at 
something – I have done that, it is my achievement. The love of God is there 
despite our sins and failures, not because of our goodness, and despite the fact 
that we are slow to believe and slow to do! Nor is it a matter of having what is 
called a ‘plastic smile’ – after all we are not airhostesses! We smile at everybody 
and make them feel at home, which is valuable in itself of course, but that is not 
the joy we are talking about. We are talking about a joy that comes from within, a 

joy which is based on faith and hope. In the religious life and in the Church gen-
erally, and in the Secular Franciscan fraternities, we have got to be careful be-
cause there are so many temptations to be sad, to be gloomy. To look on the 
dark side instead of the bright side. 
 
Sometimes we are more concerned with our own survival than with the fact that 
we are called to mission in the Church, the Parish, and the Secular Franciscan 
Order. We are thinking in terms of our own survival – we are thinking, talking, 
about the lack of vocations – what is going on? Is it not the fact that somehow 
we want to keep things as they are? We do not want to change, we want people 
to come forward so we can keep things as they are. And if they are not coming 
forward to the Secular Franciscan Order, friars and seminaries, whatever it is, 
then our faith drops, our spirits drop. It is always a joy, of course when people do 
come and say they are interested, and would like to know more about what we 
are doing. 
 
But if we concentrate on numbers we are going to be disappointed, because our 
hope is just built on optimism. If we have a number of people coming through we 

might have optimism, but we might not have hope, because we might not be 
offering what people want. We think, “Great we must be giving what people 
want”, but our point is to be people of hope and to reveal a sense of something 
to share with others – a gift for others – that is joy and hope. Remember Mother 
Teresa said – Jesus did not call us to success, he called us to persevere or to 
endurance even, endurance suggests suffering. But that is the test of faith, not 
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The second attitude is regarding the present and it is to live the present with 
passion!! And by passion, above all I mean love for the Lord Jesus. That is what 
we focus on as we go through life – a growing love for Jesus. We have different 
ways of cultivating that love. It is a love received in the first place, by meditating 
on his life and his word, and the whole meaning of his life, death, and resurrec-
tion. A love into which we are baptised as Christians and are called to follow Je-
sus, in some way in the footsteps of St Francis, to live with passion with love for 
Jesus. We know, of course, how this was the inspiration for Francis’ whole life 
and his own devotion. We were reminded of this in the Papal Audience and the 
poverty of the Crib. His wish to re-enact the tableau of Bethlehem – he wanted I 
think to see the inconvenience, the hardship of the birth of Jesus, of not having a 
place in which to be born, being born in a stable. The poverty, the humility, and 
great love of God, shown in his birth for the world. 

We need to recall the Cross, of course, the suffering of Jesus – the just man cru-
elly condemned to the death of a criminal – and how Francis focused on this. 
The Cross was always on his mind, he was always pondering the Cross. The 
love again of God that Jesus would go to that extent for us. The personal pain 
that was bad enough, but also the sense of being abandoned by His disciples – 
the loneliness. So the cross has been the second great focus point for Francis – 
his passion for the Lord. The third focus for Francis was in a sense, of course, 
the whole mystery of the Church, and especially the Church gathered for Holy 
Communion. The gift of Jesus in the Eucharist, in a little bread. He gives himself 
totally to us in that moment, and we should give ourselves totally to Him. So for 
Francis this was how he expressed his passion for the Lord, and he has given 
us that way. We should celebrate Christmas as Francis, and many Christians 
do. Many people at one time have frowned on the Crib. You go up to Scotland 
now, and the Church of Scotland is not the same as it was. In living memory 
Church of Scotland members always used to work on Christmas Day! They now 
have a crib in St Mungo’s Cathedral, the High Kirk of Glasgow. It is good to have 
something to look at to remind us that Jesus was born into poverty, born into our 
world – the Incarnation. So Francis focuses on this – the Passion of Jesus incar-
nate – our brother in our flesh.  

We should look into the future with hope – the third great attitude to have. We 
should not confuse hope with optimism. Hope is more than optimism, which is 
thinking people, things, can only get better. But we look around the world and we 
have lots of reasons for being sad about the world. It seems to be going from 
bad to worse. We heard recently of the great migration which is going on, not 
just from the Middle East, but also from Myanmar (previously known as Burma), 
because of persecution and poverty. These are big issues and they are not go-
ing to be solved at the stroke of a pen. They are big political issues which we 
need to have a voice on. All these things that we read in the news and think how 
awful it is – that is a call to action! But we go into it with hope, because we be-
lieve in God’s love for the world. That is our faith against appearances, because 
everything does appear to be going from bad to worse. A lot of things are going 
worse, but there are still good things happening, and we look at the world with 
hope.  

Like those disciples on their way to Emmaus who had lost their hope in Jesus, 
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he is walking with us, invisibly but truly. We hear him speak whenever we read 
the scriptures. We meet him when he appears at our side, when we sit down 
with him or come up to the Eucharistic table for the Eucharist. So we walk with 
hope and we have the assurance he gave us – I am always with you to the end 
of time. This is something we can contribute to the world, something we can re-
mind the Church of and we remind ourselves of when we pray, when we meet 
with our Fraternity, that we are to be ‘beacons of hope’ for the Church and the 
world. 

So gratitude for the past, living in the present with passion – having love for the 
Lord, and having hope in ourselves and the world. To do all this – to live with 
gratitude, passion, and hope – we Franciscans are called to live by the Gospel. 
In 4 of the Rule we have the words which opens up all the Franciscan rules – of 
the Friars, the Poor Clares, the Seculars, and the different Third Orders Regular: 

“The rule and life of the Secular Franciscans is this: to observe the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ by following the example of Saint Francis of Assisi, 
who made Christ the inspiration and the centre of his life with God and  
people.  
 
Christ, the gift of the Father's love, is the way to him, the truth into which the 
Holy Spirit leads us, and the life which he has come to give abundantly.”  

 
This is I think the core sentence of the whole Rule and the spirit of the Secular 
Franciscans, and indeed all Franciscans. It then goes on to say: 
 

“Secular Franciscans should devote themselves especially to careful reading 
of the Gospel, going from Gospel to Life and Life to the Gospel.” 
 

“Gospel to Life and Life to the Gospel”, I will come back to that later on. The 
Gospel – the Book of the Gospel is our rule. Whenever I am present at Mass or 
any other liturgy when they are reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke or John, they are reading our rule book. This is what we have promised to 
live. The OFS Rule is a necessary adaption for the times we live in – but the 
Gospel is always the Rule. We are going back to life, to understand our life in 
the words of scripture. So Gospel is a keyword for Franciscans. 
 
A second keyword is to do with prophesy or witness and 10 of the Rule says: 
 

“Uniting themselves to the redemptive obedience of Jesus, who placed his 
will into the Father's hands, let them faithfully fulfil the duties proper to their 
various circumstances of life. Let them also follow the poor and crucified 
Christ, witness to him even in difficulties and persecutions.”  
 

So we are witnessing – that is what prophets do, witnessing to the truth – we are 
witnessing to Christ. Especially we are witnessing to him in his poverty and his 
suffering. We witness to him among those who are poor and suffering. There is 
always a tension between that and witnessing to the glory of Christ. A lot of art in 
churches identifies with the glory of Christ, exalting Christ depicted in rich vest-
ments or materials. That is fine, that is the reality of Christ, but we Franciscans 
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while we admire the beauty of all that we look down as well as up. We look down 
to the reality of the many people which is hardship and suffering, difficulties, and 
we walk with them. This is our prophetic witness – not words. We do not have to 
worry about words – if words are needed they would be given to us when the 
time is right. That is true of all Christians, all people who get worried about being 
called to be prophets and witnesses. What shall I say? You do not say anything 
– you do, you be – you are alongside those who suffer. The words are there, you 
need words, we need to have what we believe put into words, but it is not just a 
matter of finding the right words. It is being in the right place at the right time, as 
far as we can, and reflecting on what we experience and realising we are truly 
meeting the Lord in suffering and poverty. Bringing hope, as I say, and interced-
ing and praying with people who suffer that we may support them in that way, 
holding them to ourselves and holding them to the Lord, who is the source of life 
and hope. 
 
These are key words – Gospel, prophesy - and the third one is joy - in living the 
Franciscan life – also hope as well. Again you have it in Rule 13: 
 

“As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the firstborn of 
many brothers and sisters, so the Secular Franciscans with a gentle and 
courteous spirit accept all people as a gift of the Lord and an image of 
Christ.  

 
A sense of community will make them joyful and ready to place themselves 
on an equal basis with all people, especially with the lowly for whom they 
shall strive to create conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by Christ.” 

 
So a sense of community will make them joyful!! We are not in this alone – there 
is a sense of joy because we are together. 
 
And a short paragraph from Rule 19: 
 

“Messengers of perfect joy in every circumstance, they should strive to bring 
joy and hope to others.” 

 
The Gospel last Sunday – 6

th
 Sunday of Easter – was very much about this – 

the cause of our joy. Jesus was saying: 
 

“As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Fa-
ther’s commandments and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my 
joy may be in you and your joy might be complete.” Jn 15:9-11 

 

The joy that is the love of Jesus – is because “the Father loves me” – Jesus 
knows he is loved by the Father. This is what sustains him in his ministry, even 
in the misunderstanding of those he had chosen, and finally in his condemnation 

and his crucifixion. It is because he knows despite all of this he is eternally loved 
by the Father. He has done his commands, he has served the Father by his 


