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Almighty God, you have given St Anthony to your people 

as an outstanding preacher and a ready helper in time of need. 

With his help may we follow the Gospel of Christ and  

know the help of your grace  

in every difficulty. 

Through Christ Our Lord. 

Amen. 

Regional Fraternity Patrons 
St Jude the Apostle 

St Rita of Casia 
Pray for us 
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From Our Regional Minister Debbie Bool ofs 

Musings:   
It's been a busy time for me recently but I find myself wondering 
what I've been doing! I find that although I feel as if I've been on the 
go for ages I can't honestly say what I've been doing! This Lent I 
had determined to do lots of things to make it a positive time for my 
prayer life, my church life and my family life. While I have increased 

my prayer time, stopped reading nonsense fiction for more educational reading, 
gone to more church events, and made more time for my family, I still feel as if I 
haven't done much that is constructive. I realise that I have too many time wast-
ing distractions at home, so I have determined that I will spend some time re-
viewing my home and looking at what I own since I have so much that I don't or 
shouldn't need. I have become an acquirer again and I want to be a giver.  
 
I think we can all fall into the trap occasionally of changing from givers to receiv-
ers or acquirers. We must always imitate St Francis as he was a giver, he gave 
away all he could and only received what he actually needed for that day. In this 
world I can't quite manage to go and live in a hut without anything, but I can 
make sure that I don't hold on to possessions just because they're mine and I 
don't want anyone else to have them! I confess that I go through phases of 
wanting to keep things 'just in case' that really should have gone to the charity 
shop or been given to someone who needs them more than I think I do! I've real-
ised that I'm still thinking about my household as a large family household, but 
now all the children are moving into new stages of life and I'm almost on my 
own. (I say almost as one son has moved back home now!) I don't really need 
enough plates for a school, enough cutlery to feed a battalion or enough bed 
sheets to cover a football field anymore! I'm going to load up the car and visit a 
few charity shops. With the inspiration of St Francis to guide me I'll do my best. 

 

Information: 
At the recent National Council meeting I attended we spoke about the new web-
site. This will be available to all Secular Franciscans and although it is still being 
built it can be accessed at www.ofsgb.org. Like the current website it will have 
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 prompt action for the building up of the Body of Christ. The Third Order of St 
Francis was born to satisfy this thirst for heroism among those who, though hav-
ing to remain in the world, did not wish to be of the world. The Third Order, then, 
seeks souls who long for perfection in their own state. 

There is, then, a Franciscan doctrine in accordance with which God is holy, is 
great, but above all is good, indeed the Supreme Good …. There is also a Fran-
ciscan way of contemplating Jesus: the meeting of uncreated love with created 
Love; of loving Him and of imitating Him. ….. There is, finally, a Franciscan way 
of imitating Jesus….From this arises a Franciscan poverty. From this is born 
Franciscan simplicity. From this springs Franciscan renunciation. From this surg-
es Franciscan joy. From this, above all, comes that universal charity. 

The world has need of that Franciscan vision of life. It is your duty, beloved chil-
dren, to know it thoroughly, to love it with enthusiasm, and above all to live it with 
the perfection that your state of life allows. 

Your Third Order will be able to form a select detachment in the peaceful lay 
army which today, as never before, is arraying in the field for the defence and 
the spread of the kingdom of Christ in the world. (Pope Pius XII, Address on the 
Franciscan Vision of Life, 1

st
 July 1956) 

We have confidence in you for three reasons: 

1.   You are able to set the example of poverty, preached by Christ, professed by 
St Francis, and chosen by you as the specific virtue of your membership in the 
Third Order…..You must not only honour it but profess it, as an example and 
support for the Church and as a warning for the world. 

2.   Like St Francis, you love the Cross. Your spirituality cannot disregard the 
“passion” that St Francis had for the Passion of Christ. His stigmata are a peren-
nial sermon. Your choice to be his followers invites and obliges you to under-
stand this other essential aspect of Christianity. 

3.   Loyalty to the Church! We are confident that St Francis’ strong patient shoul-
der, as in the typical famous fresco, will sustain the visible, human Church, sub-
ject to the crises of the world. ….We hope that all of you sons of St Francis will 
be this mighty supporting shoulder, and that you will be near as in your silent 
and generous service. (Pope Paul VI, Address on the Contemporary Aspects of 
the Franciscan Message, 19

th
 May 1971). 

You are also an ‘Order,’ as the Pope said (Pius XII): A Lay Order, but a Real 
Order;” and after all, Benedict XV had already spoken of “Ordo veri nominis”. 
This ancient term – we can say medieval – “Order” means nothing more than 
your intimate belonging to the large Franciscan family. The word “Order” means 
the participation in the discipline and actual austerity of that spirituality, while 
remaining in the autonomy typical of your lay and secular condition, which, 
moreover, often entails sacrifices which are not lesser than those experienced in 
the religious and priestly life. (Pope St John Paul II, OFS General Chapter, 
14

th
 June 1988) 

(Sourced from ‘Fully Mature With The Fullness of Christ’ by Benet A Fonck OFM and the 
CIOFS Formators’ Manual). 

http://www.ofsgb.org
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QUOTES FROM THE POPES 

The Order of Saint Francis is based entirely on the observance 
of the precepts of Jesus Christ. The holy founder had no object 
in view than that the order should be a kind of training ground 
for a more intensive practice of the Christian rule of life. …..The 
Third Order….is accommodated to the many, and the record of 
past ages as well as the nature of the order itself shows how 
effectually it promotes justice, integrity, and religious habits. (Pope Leo XIII, Mis-
ericors Dei Filius, Constitution On the Law of the Franciscan Third Order Secular 
30

th
 May 1883) 

When the founder of Assisi distinguished the Third Order with the title of Broth-
ers and Sisters of Penance, he indicated clearly enough that two virtues should 
be peculiar to Tertiaries …. fraternal harmony among themselves and the prac-
tice of penance. 

 As to the former, at no time have our predecessors, the Roman Pontiffs, 
been wanting in care and thought to keep the Tertiaries of St Francis together as 
a great united body which should reflect by union of sentiments the charity of 
their seraphic father …. For that matter this charity ought to prevail not only 
among the members of any single fraternity, but likewise among the various fra-
ternities, for even as the various convents of any religious order, so the fraterni-
ties of the Third Order are of their very nature bound in a friendly alliance. 

 As to the second point, according to St Bonaventure, God commanded 
Francis to preach penance above all, and to win people away from love of the 
world to the love of Christ. Wherefore bearing about his body the mortification of 
Christ, he stirred up on every hand a marvelleous disgust with the world and 
love of the Cross, and then took counsel of God how he might satisfy the multi-
tude which was so desirous of entering his order, while still keeping it within the 
bounds of everyday life. ……. To achieve both the above aims the rule of the 
order is exceptional well adapted, and therefore the Tertiaries ought to observe 
their rule most sacredly. (Pope St Pius X, Tertium Franciscalium, 8

th
 September 

1912) 

(Francis) founded a true Order, that of the Tertiaries, not restricted by religious 
vows, as the two preceding (Orders), but similarly conformed to simplicity of cus-
toms and to a spirit of penitence. So, he was the first to conceive and happily 
carry out, with the help of God, what no founder of regulars (religious Orders) 
had previously contrived, to have the religious life practiced by all. (Pope Bene-
dict XV, Encyclical “Sacra Propediem”, 6

th
 January 1921) 

What, indeed, is the profession and life of a good Franciscan Tertiary? It is not 
the rigour of the vows, not a life in common, not the religious life according to the 
letter. But it is the religious life according to the spirit. It is the spirit of that life 
and perfection carried into the family, into everyday life, the ordinary life of the 
world. (Pope Pius XI, Allocation to the Tertarties of Aracoeli, 26

th
 February 

1923) 

You have recovered your primitive fervour, to make of the Third Order a school  
of Christian perfection, of the genuine Franciscan spirit, and of fearless and  
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pages the general public can access and a members only section. The National 
Council also wants regions and fraternities to consider running their own Face-
book pages to keep people in contact with each other and to raise our profile, 
these could be a good source of information and increased publicity. We also 
saw the prototype of John Power's new formation sheets for Enquirers and addi-
tional sheets for Candidates. This new material looks very interesting and I hope 
it will support all current teaching when it is fully released. This will take place 
during the National Formation Weekend 19

th
 - 21

st
 June. 

 I look forward to seeing everybody at the two Regional Days of Reflection firstly 
at Our Lady and the English Martyrs in Cambridge on May 16

th
 and then later in 

the year on September 19
th
 at St Mary’s, Woodbridge Road, in Ipswich. 

 
Pax et Bonum 
Debbie ofs 
 

 

FROM LOCAL FRATERNITIES 

Bedford ‘Gospel to Life’ Fraternity 

The Feast of the Epiphany was transferred this year, 2015, from 6
th
 

to the 4
th
 January. However, we meet every year on 6

th
 January to celebrate our 

“Epiphany Party”, which we did this year at Petronella Ibbett’s flat, which has a   
room large enough for us all. Nine of us were present, including Veronica Lewis 
ofs, who was here on holiday from Grenada - where it is always summer!!  We 
had large crib figures displayed on a table and followed the Franciscan Prayers 
at the Crib from the handbooks. We then had a party, with good food, and ended 
with Evening Prayer for the Epiphany. 

At our January meeting 9 professed, 2 visitors and one candidate were present. 
Sadly, our candidate, Jennifer Podesta, gave us a letter of resignation on 27

th
 

January. In it she said that she had deliberated over it for some weeks and de-
cided that our group was not for her. It is better to leave after discernment, be-
fore Profession, rather than afterwards. That shows that discernment was taking 
place. We have told her that she is welcome to join us at any time. 

We studied the CIOFS Ongoing Formation Program Dossier VII ‘St Louis and 
Our Sister Bodily Death’. A prayer for vocations to the ofs was distributed to all, 
with a request that we all pray it EVERY DAY, for new members to follow us 
when we have gone! We ended by singing “Let there be Peace” and the hymn to 
St Francis. 

Because the church is too cold for us ageing members, we have decided to 
meet at Petronella’s flat from January to March, where it is warmer. We decided 
that we would return to Holy Cross Church and hall in April, where we will be 
having elections in May, attended by our Regional Minister, Debbie Bool, and 
Father Patrick Lonsdale OFM, who is our National Assistant again. He was in 
the 1990s.  

Michael Simmonds ofs, Minister 
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Cambridge ‘Our Lady of the Poor’ Fraternity 

Cambridge ‘Our Lady of the Poor’ Fraternity continues meets at Our Lady & the 
English Martyrs Church, on the Second Saturdays of every month. We are al-
ways delighted with the attendance of Michael Mortimer of Bedford Fraternity, as 
he shares with us in our prayers and discussions. We have also a visitor Nick 
joining our group on regular basis. 

We had our Feast of the Epiphany, and each one of us received small gifts and 
the names of saints to pray to during the year and a proverb, and other prayers. 
It was a very good meeting. During Lent we said the Stations of the Cross from 
our Handbook. We meditated at least on one station every day. ‘I entreat you to 
have always before your eyes the Passion of Our Divine Redeemer: it will fortify 
you, and animate you to suffer courageously for Him’ (Quote from St Francis for 
14

th
 Station from page 150 of our Handbook).  

Trudie Warner, our Formation Minister is preparing Trish Bridgeford for Profes-
sion. Trish always brings sandwiches and delicious cakes for us to share at the 
social time. 

We are looking forward to hosting the Regional Day of Recollection at Our Lady 
& the English Martyrs Church, Hills Road, Cambridge, on Saturday 16

th
 May. 

Jaci Matos Agarwala ofs, Minister 
 
Ipswich ‘Blessed John Duns Scotus’ Fraternity 

We are delighted to have a lively and gifted group of people participating in our 
Fraternity at Ipswich.  We number eleven Professed and three Admitted Mem-
bers who are working towards their Profession, and we are always pleased to 
welcome visitors, both professed and those who are interested, to any of our 
meetings. 

At our Fraternity meetings we have been following the 2014 CIOFS Ongoing 
Formation programme and its seven themes relating to St Louis IX in his Jubilee 
year. From the opening words of the first theme St Louis and Spiritual Life: ‘Turn 
your life Godwards’ it has been a wonderful time of walking with the man ‘…not 
born a Saint …he was born a man like us…’ and who ‘…consecrated his life to 
the service of your (God’s) Kingdom according to the example of St Francis of 
Assisi…’.  As we continued through all the themes finishing with St Louis and 
Sister Death we found that we all agreed the writings were not only relevant to 
his own time but were equally applicable to the world today. 

We have also been reading from Thomas of Celano’s ‘First Life of St Francis’ in 
order to draw closer to the real St Francis as encouraged by Father Stephen 
Innes OFM Cap in his talk on ‘The Search for the Real Francis’. The notes of 
this can be found in ‘The Tau Spring 2014’. 

As we progressed towards Christmas we were able to make donations from our 
secret bag collections towards the work of the Ipswich Soup Kitchen and the St 
Mary’s Ipswich Friends of Cambodia Chomnaom Rice Field Irrigation project. 
We have been blessed to be able to have Benediction with Evening Prayer prior 
to our Fraternity meetings and our thanks go to Deacon Clive Brooks ofs for this.  
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After Margaret’s admission to the lay penitents, she led a 
life that combined active ministry and solitary contempla-
tion. Following the example of St Francis, she went and 
begged her bread. But whilst thus living on alms, she gave 
her services freely to others, especially to the sick-poor 
whom she nursed. It was about the time that she became 
a Franciscan tertiary that the revelations began which form 
the chief feature in her story. It was in the year 1277, as 
she was praying in the church of the Franciscan Friars, 
that she seemed to hear these words: "What is thy wish, 
poverella?" and she replied: "I neither seek nor wish for 
aught but Thee, my Lord Jesus." From this time forth she 
lived in intimate communing with Christ. At first He always 
addressed her as "poverella", and only after a time of pro-
bation and purification did He call her "My child".  
 
Margaret though coming to lead more and more the life of a recluse, remained 
active in the service of others. First she worked as a midwife to noblewomen 
giving birth, and then she turned to the poor who were ill. Through her connec-
tion with noblewomen in Cortona she founded a hospital dedicated to caring for 
the poor who were ill. To secure nurses for the hospital, she instituted a congre-
gation of Tertiary Sisters, known as "le poverelle" (Italian for "the little poor 
ones"). She also established a confraternity of Our Lady of Mercy; the members 
of which bound themselves to support the hospital, and to help the needy wher-
ever found, and particularly the poor. Her son was eventually to become a Fran-
ciscan friar. 
 
All the while, Margaret preached against vice and many through her, returned to 
the sacraments. She also showed extraordinary love for the mysteries of the 
Eucharist and the Passion of Jesus Christ. These devotions fuelled her great 
charity and drew sinners to her for advice and inspiration. Like Brothers and Sis-
ters of Penance in other Italian towns, Margaret took her call to be a peacemak-
er very seriously. On several occasions Margaret intervened in public affairs 
seeking an end to civic feuds. Twice in obedience to a Divine command, she 
upbraided Guglielmo Ubertini Pazzi, Bishop of Arezzo, in which diocese Cortona 
was situated, because he lived more like a secular prince and soldier, than like a 
pastor of souls. This prelate was killed in battle at Bibbiena in 1289. The year 
previous to this, Margaret for the sake of greater quiet had removed her lodging 
from the hospital she had founded to near the ruined church of St Basil above 
the city.   
 
Divinely warned of the day and hour of her death, she died on 22

nd
 February 

1297, having spent twenty-nine years performing acts of penance. But after her 
death the church of St Basil was rebuilt in a more magnificent style and dedicat-
ed in her own name. There her body remains enshrined incorrupt, in a silver 
shrine over the high-altar. Although honoured as a beata from the time of her 
death, it was not until 16

th
 May 1728 that Margaret was canonised by Pope Ben-

edict XIII. Her Memoria is celebrated on the 16
th
 May. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01328f.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06217a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12345b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06217a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08374c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07280a.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Order
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07480a.htm
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12036
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/sacrament.php?id=2
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02581b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01702b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11537b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14153a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12386b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07480a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03041a.htm
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=51
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07462a.htm
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ST MARGARET OF CORTONA 

Today most people outside of the Tuscan city of Cortona have rarely heard of 
that city’s medieval patron saint, Margaret. But in late 13

th
 Century Italy, Marga-

ret of Cortona was a famous lay Franciscan. As a lay Franciscan, Margaret 
came to symbolize the Franciscan charism so closely her biographer a Francis-
can friar, Giunta Bevegnati, called her “Poverella”. 

Margaret was born of farming parents, in Laviano a small town in Umbria
.
 At the 

age of seven, Margaret's mother died and her father remarried. Little love was 
shared between stepmother and stepdaughter. As she grew older, Margaret be-
came more wilful and reckless, and her reputation in the town was one not to be 
envied

.
 At the age of 17 she met a young man according to some accounts, the 

son of Gugliemo di Pecora, Lord of Valiano, and she ran away with him. They 
never officially married, perhaps due to the disparity in social class which made 
marriage implausible or impractical. For ten years she lived with him as his 
‘common law wife’ near Montepulciano and bore him a son. Someday, he had 
promised her, they would be married, but the day never came. 
 
When her lover failed to return home from a journey one day, Margaret became 
concerned. The unaccompanied return of his favourite hound alarmed Margaret, 
and the hound led her into the forest to his decaying murdered body. The dis-
covery shocked her into a spiritual journey that she could not have anticipated. 
The trauma was compounded by the social and economic realities of never hav-
ing married. She found herself without any rights to inherit, and so was left with-
out any financial support. 
 
With her son, she returned to her father's house but her stepmother would not 
have her. Margaret moved with her young son to Cortona in Tuscany. We do not 
know why she choose Cortona, but there she was helped by noblewomen who 
housed, clothed, and feed her and her son. 
 
Margaret developed a strong devotional life and in time requested to wear the 
habit of the lay Franciscan penitents. The friars were reluctant to accept this new 
stranger into their group of lay affiliates. They were sceptical of her conversion 
and were suspicious that she might return to her previous life. Their reservations 
may point to concerns about themselves, fearing a young and beautiful woman 
among their lay affiliates. Margaret persevered and one day she said to them, 
“My fathers, the Lord entrusted me to you. Don’t distrust me, since I would still 
love God the Almighty even if I were to spend the rest of my life in a great de-
sert. After you have seen me flee from the world and live among religious people 
and transform my life for the better through Christ’s grace, why are you afraid? 
Why do you postpone my investiture?” At this the friars relented in 1276 and 
granted her the habit. 
 
A year later, in obedience to Memoriale Propositi, Margaret knelt before Brother 
Rainaldo, leader of the Lesser Brothers in Arezzo and promised forever to 
‘observe all that is written (there) or taken away, according to the Council of the 
Brothers’.  
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During this we remember those of our Fraternity who have died and also those 
who are unable to join us due to poor health, including Rosamund Kirby Johnson 
and Roy Herbert with whom we maintain close links. 

In February 2015 we were pleased to celebrate the Rite of Admission for Claire 
Lamont Buxton during which she expressed her desire to enter the Secular 
Franciscan Order. She was welcomed and received in the name of the Fraternity 
by our Minister Edwin Edwards and will continue her formation with David 
Gleave, our Formation Minister. 

Also at this meeting we were pleased to welcome Veronica Mensah, from the 
Wood Green Fraternity, and she was able tell us about her Profession at the 
Arkley Poor Clare Monastery in October 2014.  We look forward to the autumn 
and the Regional Day of Recollection and Professions at St Mary’s Church, 
Woodbridge Road, Ipswich, on Saturday 19

th  
September, when we anticipate 

the joy of witnessing the Professions of Mary Lambert and David Morton who 
are preparing for this. Our Fraternity will be very happy to welcome all those who 
are able to join us for this wonderful event.  

Jane Robinson ofs, Secretary 

Norwich ‘Pax et Bonum’ Fraternity 

We welcomed two Visitors Stephen and Juliet Belderbos, to our Fraternity in 
January, we also have two Enquirers Margaret and Brigid. We are joyfully imple-
menting the Initial Formation for Enquirers put together by John Power, and are 
extremely grateful for all his hard work. 

Our meetings continue on the Third Wednesday of the month in Holy Apostles 
Church Hall, Earlham, though this time is not perfect for all members and we will 
continue to find a more acceptable time (and even place). 

We celebrated Christmastide with our usual Franciscan Carol Service in Our 
Lady of the Annunciation in Poringland, this time with Fr Padraig Hawkins, the 
Parish Priest and our bishop’s Secretary. It was, as usual, well attended by 
members of the Poringland Parish. Perhaps one day some of them will come 
along to hear more about St Francis during the year and not just at our carol 
service! 

I failed to mention in the Autumn Tau that it was a great joy for Clare and me to 
host Sr Ilia Delio at our home in June while she was giving her two day course 
on “The Emergent Christ” at St Luke’s Anglican Church in Norwich. She is even 
more wonderful than her books! Her talks were very well attended in a packed St 
Luke’s church by the Norwich Fraternity and many others, several of whom had 
travelled long distances to come, such as Fr Stephen Innes OFM Cap.  

While reading two of her books, “The Emergent Christ” and “The Unbearable 
Wholeness of Being” on several journeys, I have chatted to other passengers 
(strangers). Two young women on a flight to Malta were fascinated (but one 
more so than the other!). It seems that people are intrigued that science and 
religion might in the end be singing from the same hymn sheet (to the same God 
of all Creation) and that Francis was one of the first to realize this. They really   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montepulciano
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valued a reasoned scientific discussion rather than just the “old religious facts”.   

I mention this because Paula Pearce and I had an excellent outcome from our 
visit to Bishop Alan on 25

th
 February and we all ended up extremely happy with 

Bishop Alan agreeing to contact Hamish McQueen, the Diocesan Youth Director 
to recommend that I go into schools and speak to year 10s about St Francis of 
Assisi. Thanks be to God. This will be a wonderful opportunity to let young peo-
ple see the relevance of the Life of St Francis in their own lives.  

Rob Hardie ofs, Minister 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

FRANCISCAN CHRISTOLOGY 

The late Franciscan theologian, Fr Eric Doyle OFM, has written in this way about 
the importance of Christocentrism: 

If there is one word which does complete justice to Franciscan theology and 
spirituality it is “Christocentric”, and they have this as their distinguishing fea-
ture, because the faith and holiness of St Francis were totally centred on 
Christ. In Jesus Christ the revelation is made to us of what the world, as a 
whole and in all its parts, means to God. 

The doctrine of Christ as centre can already be found in Francis’ own writings 
and has been developed by Alexander of Hales and his student, Bonaventure. 
Later it takes on even greater importance in the teaching of John Duns Scotus. 

Francis contributes to the tradition with his own insight about the central role of 
Christ in the Rule of 1221 where he writes: “All things spiritual and corporal were 
created through the Son.” In a long meditation on these few, simple words, 
Doyle remarks: 

….his devout love of the humanity of Jesus Christ brought him to understand 
that everything in heaven and on earth has been reconciled with God through 
Christ (Letter to a General Chapter). Francis reminds us all to realise the dig-
nity God has bestowed on us: our body he formed and created in the image 
of his Son, our soul he made in his own likeness (Admonition V). This reflec-
tion is one of the most profound and far-reaching in the writings of St Francis. 
For it seems clear that he is asserting in it that the first Adam was created 
after the image of the second Adam, Jesus Christ. The body of the Incarnate 
Word, Jesus of Nazareth, was the blue print for the bodies of the first human 
beings. A little after the time of St Francis, the learned doctor of the Order, 
Friar Alexander of Hales, explained that the image of God in whose likeness 
mankind was created, was the Saviour, who is the firstborn of all creatures…
For all their simplicity and clarity, these sentences of Francis just quoted, 
have a rich theological content. Contained in embryo is the Christocentric 
vision of the Franciscan school and even the doctrine of Christ’s absolute 
primacy as formulated and expounded by John Duns Scotus. 

Francis’ deep appreciation of the centrality of Christ within the work of creation 
found its most eloquent theological expression in the works of Bonaventure.   

19 

Human trafficking now ranks as the second most profitable Worldwide 
criminal enterprise after the illegal arms trade 

The International Labour Organisation estimates that 2.4 million people are traf-
ficked globally and that annual profits from trafficking in human beings are as 
high as $32 billion. The most recent report from the United Nation Office of 
Drugs and Crime has revealed that millions of people are trafficked for sexual 
exploitation and forced labour. The report claims that victims originate from at 
least 136 different nationalities, have been detected in 118 countries, and the 
majority are women, though the percentage of children is increasing. Those ex-
ploited can be found in the world's restaurants, fisheries, brothels, farms and 
homes, among other places. 

Trafficking for sexual exploitation accounts for well over half of all trafficking cas-
es detected globally. Other illegal purposes detected in 2010 include begging, 
forced marriage, black market adoption, participating in armed combat and com-
mitting crimes. However, of all the 132 countries covered in the report, 16 per-
cent did not record a single conviction for human trafficking between 2007 and 
2010. Bribery and corruption are the likely reasons. 

The following is the full text of the Joint Declaration of Religious Leaders against 
Modern Slavery issued at the Vatican on 3

rd
 December 2014. 

“We, the undersigned, are gathered here today for a historic initiative to inspire 
spiritual and practical action by all global faiths and people of good will every-
where to eradicate modern slavery across the world by 2020 and for all time. 

“In the eyes of God, each human being is a free person, whether girl, boy, wom-
an or man, and is destined to exist for the good of all in equality and fraternity. 
Modern slavery, in terms of human trafficking, forced labour and prostitution, 
organ trafficking, and any relationship that fails to respect the fundamental con-
viction that all people are equal and have the same freedom and dignity, is a 
crime against humanity. 

“We pledge ourselves here today to do all in our power, within our faith commu-
nities and beyond, to work together for the freedom of all those who are en-
slaved and trafficked so that their future may be restored. Today we have the 
opportunity, awareness, wisdom, innovation and technology to achieve this hu-
man and moral imperative.” 

- Catholicism: Pope Francis; 
- Hinduism: Her Holiness Mata Amritanandamayi (Amma); 
- Buddhism: Venerable Bhikkhuni Thich Nu Chan Khong, representing Zen Master Thich 
Nhat Hanh, Thailand; Venerable Datuk K. Sri Dhammaratana, Chief High Priest of Malay-
sia; 
- Judaism: Rabbi Abraham Skorka and Rabbi David Rosen KSG, CBE; 
- Orthodox: His Eminence Emmanuel, Metropolitan of France, representing the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomaios I; 
- Islam: Abbas Abdalla Abbas Soliman, undersecretary of State of Al Azhar Alsharif, rep-
resenting Mohamed Ahmed El-Tayeb, Grand Imam of Al Azhar; the Grand Ayatollah Mo-
hammad Taqi al-Modarresi; Sheikh Naziyah Razzaq Jaafar, special advisor, representing 
Grand Ayatollah Sheikh Basheer Hussain al Najafi; Sheikh Omar Abboud; 
- Anglicanism: His Grace Most Reverend and Right Honourable Justin Welby, Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 
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MODERN SLAVERY  

Today, people are living in slavery in countries all around the world. Slavery is 
hidden away in factories, on farms, and behind closed doors, in homes and oth-
er places in the cities and towns of the world’s richest and poorest nations. But 
with the power of a worldwide movement, social networks, and technologies, we 
can expose these hidden crimes – so that ours is the last generation that needs 
to fight the trade in human lives. 

Slavery is illegal in almost every nation on earth but slavery still exists 
everywhere. 

No matter where you are, it’s close to home. Modern slavery affects people in 
the world’s richest and the world’s poorest countries, within borders and across 
borders. Slavery can trap thousands in one place – 
like mines and factories – or happen at a small 
scale, where a single girl is trapped in a stranger’s 
home and forced to work without pay. Source: U.S. 
State Department  

It is estimated that at least 35.8 million people 
are forced to live in slavery around the world 
today. 

Many people think slavery was abolished years ago. But there are more people 
living in slavery today than the total number of people taken from Africa to Amer-
ica in the vast trans-Atlantic slave trade between the 17th and 19th centuries. 
And even a single person is one person too many. Source: Global Slavery Index 
2013 

The victims of slavery can be as young as five or six years old. 

Young children have their childhoods stolen from them. Teenagers who reach 
for a better life can find themselves tricked into accepting the offer of a job far 
away that turns into the nightmare of slavery. Slavery is our generation’s prob-
lem – and our generation must provide the solution. Source: International Organ-
isation for Migration 

Modern slavery generates profit of over US $32 billion for slaveholders. 

Modern slavery is profitable, generating at least US$32 billion in profits every 
year – more than the entire output of Iceland, Nicaragua, Rwanda, and Mongolia 
combined. And it isn’t just a problem in distant, poor countries; nearly half the 
total, an estimated $15.5 billion, is made in wealthy industrialized countries. 
Source: International Labour Organization 

Slave labour contributes to the production of at least 122 goods from 58 
countries worldwide. 

Official U.S. government research identifies many products – such as diamonds 
from Africa, bricks from Brazil, and shrimp from Southeast Asia – as products 
that are commonly produced with slave labour. Around the world, people are 
forced to work with the threat of violence for little or no pay producing dozens of 
things we use every day, like soccer balls, flowers, and chocolate.   
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Zachary Hayes has explained that, in the growth of Bonaventure’s theology, 
Christ became more and more the central concern. In Hayes’ words, “The core 
of the Christological mystery is the fact that in Jesus the centre of all reality has 
become incarnate and has been made historically visible.” 

This signified that Christ is the blueprint, the form, or the inspiring image that 
God uses as a model in moulding every part of creation. The human person in a 
special way reveals that creative model. This theological understanding of Christ 
as image can be read as an extended mediation on a brief statement from Fran-
cis found in his Fifth Admonition: “Consider….how excellent the Lord made you, 
for he created and formed you to the image of his beloved son according to his 
body and to his own likeness according to the spirit.” 

That brief text may be read as the inspiration for many later developments in the 
Franciscan theological tradition, containing in germ the essential components of 
later reflections on anthropology, Christology, and the theology of image. 

A Franciscan named John Duns Scotus meditated earnestly on Bonaventure’s 
figure of Christ as the centre of all things. Before his untimely death in 1308 at 
the age 42, John had developed his own expression of Christocentrism. Scotus 
built another level of the friars’ intellectual tradition in his theological and philo-
sophical works. 

Scotus tried to resolve a difficulty he found in the works of many Christian theo-
logians. To put it simply, the problem concerned this expression, “Christ came 
because Adam sinned.” In Scotus’ day and in ours many would not find any diffi-
culty with that phase. Christ came in order to repair the harm done by the sin of 
our first parents. No doubt even Scotus would admit, the phrase expresses 
something quite true. Yet he remained unsatisfied – that phrase could not ex-
plain the fullest or best reason for the Incarnation of the World. Why not? In his 
own technical language Scotus argued, “It is not likely that the highest good in 
the whole of creation is something that merely happened by chance, and hap-
pened only because of some lesser good.” In our words, we might explain this in 
the following way. The Incarnation of the Word is the highest good, the supreme 
expression of God’s love. By comparison with the infinity of love revealed in the 
Incarnation, Adam’s sin and correcting its effects appear as a lesser good.  (To 
use a metaphor, why build the Taj Mahal to cover a pothole?) The solution is not 
in proportion to the problem to be solved. Furthermore, the theory refuted by 
Scotus implies that the Incarnation was an accident of sorts; that it happened by 
chance. If Adam had not sinned, there would be no need for the Incarnation. (An 
echo of this thinking can be heard in the Exultet of the Easter Vigil: O felix culpa, 
“O happy fault! O necessary sin of Adam!”). 

Scotus proposed his own reason for the coming of Christ in this way: “I say that 
the incarnation of Christ was not foreseen as occasioned by sin, but was imme-
diately foreseen from all eternity by God as a good more proximate to the end.” 
This statement, in technical medieval language, may need some translation. The 
end here refers to God’s purpose or goal, according to Scotus, is the sharing of 
God’s own life, one so fruitful that it constantly seeks expression. The ultimate 
goal must be sharing the life of the Trinity itself. Within the Trinity, the Second 
Person, the Son or Word, is the centre or middle member. The Son may be  
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called the heart or the way into the Trinity. As the self – diffusive love of the Trin-
ity is expressed in the act of creation, the Son is the Image or Form for every-
thing God creates. Now, if God’s ultimate goal for creation is participation in the 
divine life, the Incarnation of the Son is a “good” very close to the goal or, in 
Scotus’ words, “more proximate to the end.” Why? Because Christ becomes the 
bridge or the middle member, linking the creation, particularly humanity, to the 
inner life of God. Christ becomes the necessary gate or way into God’s life, the 
ultimate goal intended for all creation.  

(extracted from ‘The Franciscans’ by William J Short OFM) 

Pope Benedict XVI devoted a General Audience to Blessed John Duns Scotus 
on 7th July 2010. During this he said the following:  

“Because of the fame of his holiness, his cult soon became widespread in the 
Franciscan Order and Venerable Pope John Paul II, wishing to confirm it, sol-
emnly beatified him on 20

th
March 1993, describing him as the "minstrel of the 

Incarnate Word and defender of Mary's Immaculate Conception" These words 
sum up the important contribution that Duns Scotus made to the history of theol-
ogy.   

First of all he meditated on the Mystery of the Incarnation and, unlike many 
Christian thinkers of the time, held that the Son of God would have been made 

man even if humanity had not sinned. He says in his "Reportatio Paris-
iensis":  "To think that God would have given up such a task had Adam not 
sinned would be quite unreasonable! I say, therefore, that the fall was not the 
cause of Christ's predestination and that if no one had fallen, neither the angel 
nor man in this hypothesis Christ would still have been predestined in the same 
way". This perhaps somewhat surprising thought crystallized because, in the 
opinion of Duns Scotus the Incarnation of the Son of God, planned from all eter-
nity by God the Father at the level of love is the fulfilment of creation and ena-
bles every creature, in Christ and through Christ, to be filled with grace and to 
praise and glorify God in eternity. Although Duns Scotus was aware that in fact, 
because of original sin, Christ redeemed us with his Passion, Death and Resur-
rection, he reaffirmed that the Incarnation is the greatest and most beautiful work 
of the entire history of salvation, that it is not conditioned by any contingent fact 
but is God's original idea of ultimately uniting with himself the whole of creation, 
in the Person and Flesh of the Son”. 

Dear brothers and sisters, this strongly "Christocentric" theological vision opens 
us to contemplation, wonder and gratitude: Christ is the centre of history and of 
the cosmos, it is he who gives meaning, dignity and value to our lives! As Pope 
Paul VI proclaimed in Manila, I too would like to cry out to the world: Christ 
"reveals the invisible God, he is the firstborn of all creation, the foundation of 
everything created. He is the Teacher of mankind, and its Redeemer. He was 
born, he died and he rose again for us. He is the centre of history and of the 
world; he is the one who knows us and who loves us; he is the companion and 
the friend of our life.... I could never finish speaking about him".  
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Even if doomed to fail Satan would still oppose God's plan and attempt to ruin 
mankind. He would persuade the human kind to choose themselves before God 
and reject the moral order by disobeying him (as he himself did) 

"...  but through the devil’s envy death entered the world, and those who 
belong to his company experience it ..." (Ws 2:24) 
 

Adam and Eve were given a chance to show love for the Creator by exercising a 
free choice to obey but the opportunity was missed - with them the human race 
was inveigled to suspend trust in its Creator and abuse freedom by the disobedi-
ence which was to characterise all subsequent sin. 
 
Through Christ, where the first Adam failed, the second Adam chose obedience 
to the Father's will: 

"If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through 
that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of 
grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through 
the one man, Jesus Christ.  Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to 
condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justifica-
tion and life for all.  For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many 
were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be 
made righteous." (Rm 5:17-19) 

 
In the mission of His Incarnation Christ obliterated any influence Satan might 
have wielded through the introduction of sin into the world. When he drove out 
evil spirits and raised the dead to life, He demonstrated His supremacy over evil 
and the efficacy of his healing love. The account of Lazarus' resurrection from 
the death is longer than any other miracle (Jn 11:1-45). Any apparent victory Satan 
might have had on Good Friday becomes his ultimate disappointment on Easter 
Sunday. 
 

 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Prayer Intentions: Please remember the following sisters and brothers who 
are unwell in your prayers: 
Petronella Ibbett ofs (Bedford); Judy Caplin ofs (Clacton); Rosamund Kirby-
Johnson ofs and Roy Herbert ofs (Bury St Edmunds); and Allan Simpson ofs 
(March). 

Blessed is the servant who would love his brother as much when he is sick and cannot 
be of assistance to him as he would when he is well and can be of help to him. 
(St Francis Admonition 24) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

THERE IS NO ONGOING STRUGGLE BETWEEN TWO EQUAL POWERS 
GOOD AND BAD 

GOD IS ALWAYS GREATER. 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/index.htm
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"...Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not 
strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was 
hurled down - that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads 
the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with 
him.” (Rv 12:7-9) 
 

It seems that none was more beautiful, intelligent and powerful than Lucifer, as 
his same name says, "carrier of light". In the pure spirit sin could only be com-
mitted in the intellect. He and those of like mind were seduced by self-love and 
pride to imagine to reign on their own world we now call hell than serve in Heav-
en. They forgot their dependence in their hurry to be their own gods, so they 
opted for hatred instead of love, enmity instead of friendship and darkness in-
stead of glory. 
 
If God created them, and they were dear to him, why is it that they were not giv-
en the grace of repentance? They were shown mercy and forgiveness. But for-
giveness has to be accepted as well as given before it is complete.  Sin which is 
not followed by repentance remains unforgiven, not because God withholds mer-
cy, but because it is not wanted. There is no 'time' in their existence, but 'eternal 
present'. Being spirit it comprehends that once the choice is made, there is no re
-consideration and no alternative is contemplated. Therefore alongside with 
pride we find anger. Just as the souls of the just (and the faithful angels) do not 
withdraw their love for God, so the souls of the impenitent (and the fallen angels) 
do not withdraw their hatred. 
 
Why? Satan understood that the love and the respect that was his, was going to 
be given to human beings (inferior beings). The Word of God, his own Maker, 
would take the nature of man by actually joining this inferior to himself. Christ, 
would unite human nature with His own divine nature in which no angel would 
ever have a share. 
 

"In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, 
for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pio-
neer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered.  Both the one 
who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same 
family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters." (Heb 
2:10-11) 
 

After Jesus had redeemed mankind through his death and resurrection, the 
Christ would take the human nature and glorified body to share His Kingdom. 
These brothers and sisters would fill the places vacated by Satan and his follow-
ers whose pride would take them to perdition.  
 
Furthermore Satan understood that Mary, a mere human being, the agent of 
Jesus' Incarnation and therefore Redemption, would be taken from the material 
world to the spiritual world to be crowned Queen of Heaven and of the Angels 
for all eternity. 
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NOTES ON FATHER JESMOND PAWLEY OFM Conv’s TALK ‘ST FRANCIS 
– ANGELS, MEN & DEMONS’ AT REGIONAL DAY OF RECOLLECTION AT 
HOLY CROSS CHURCH, BEDFORD, ON 8

th
 NOVEMBER 2014 

 
St Francis is in line with the faith of his time. The existence of angels is never put 
in doubt. Both Thomas of Celano and Bonaventure tell us that he had a particu-
lar Devotion to the Angels.  

"Francis venerated with a very great affection the angels who are with us in 
our struggle and who walk in the midst of the shadow of death with us. Such 
companions who were everywhere with us, he used to say, are to be vener-
ated, such are to be invoked as our guardians. He used to teach that their 
presence must not be offended, and that we must not presume to do before 
them what we would not do before men. Because in choir we sing in the sight 
of the angels, he wanted all who could do so to come together in the oratory 
and there sing wisely.  He often said that the blessed Michael should be hon-
oured more especially than the rest in as much as he has the office of pre-
senting souls to God.  He also kept most devoutly a fast of forty days in hon-
our of St. Michael between the Feast of the Assumption 15

th
 August and his 

feast 29th September.  For he said: "Everyone should offer to God some praise 

or some special gift, to honour so great a prince." (2Cel.197) 

"He had an unshakable love for the Angels who burn with a marvellous fire, 
so that they are taken out of themselves to God and long to inflame the souls 
of the elect.  Each year he fasted and prayed in their honour for forty days 
from the feast of the Assumption.  In his ardent zeal for the salvation of the 
souls he was particularly devoted to St. Michael the Archangel because it is 
his task to bring souls before God" (LM.IX.3) 

 
Therefore according to Francis, the Angels are with us in our struggle - walk in 
the midst of the shadow of death with us - are everywhere with us - and St. Mi-
chael presents our souls to God. And we are - to venerate them - to invoke them 
as our guardians - not to offend their presence - we must not presume to do be-
fore them what we would not do before men. Honouring the Blessed Michael 
more especially than the rest - because he has the office of presenting souls to 
God. Francis also kept most devoutly a fast of forty days in honour of St Michael. 
The sources speak about a lent fast which he used to spend at La Verna 
(LM.VIII.10, 1157; 13:1223). 

Linked with St Francis' devotion for the Angels, we have to speak about Our  
Lady and the importance of the Chapel of St Mary of the Angels. We read: 

"... he came to a place called the Portiuncula where there was an 
old church dedicated to the Virgin Mother of God which was now 
abandoned with no one to look after it.  Francis had great devotion 
to the Queen of the world and when he saw that the church was 
deserted, he began to live there constantly in order to repair it.  He 
heard that the angels often visited it, so that it used to be called St 
Mary of the Angels, and he decided to stay there permanently out of 
reverence for the angels and love for the Mother of Christ" (LM.II.08) 
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And again 
"For though he knew that the kingdom of heaven was set up in all 
the habitations of the land and believed that the grace of God was 
given to the elect of God in every place, he had however experi-
enced that the place of the church of St Mary of the Portiuncula was 
endowed with more fruitful graces and visited by heavenly spir-
its." (1Cel.VII.106) 

 
We all know how important St Mary of the Angels was in the life of St. Francis 
and in his vision for the whole order. 
But we cannot fail to underline that sometimes in St Francis the angels have a 
higher place than Mary in Francis' own hierarchy. 
 - First he mentions the Angels... and then 
 - he mentions Mary, the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ... 
Therefore we can add that Francis' devotion for the angels in general, was nur-
tured by the angels' intervention in his own life. 
 
Francis preferred St Mary of the Angels!  Why? 

"... often said to his brothers "See to it, my sons, that you never 
abandon this place.  If you are driven out from one side, go back in 
at the other.  For this place is truly holy and is the dwelling place of 
God.” (1Cel.VII.106). 
 

But at San Damiano, Francis heard the voice from the Cross which asked him to 
repair Christ's Church. It seems that he not only repaired San Damiano, but also 
St Mary of the Angels. At St Mary of the Angels he did not hear any voice, but he 
had "experienced that the place was endowed with more fruitful graces and visit-
ed by heavenly spirits." Francis experienced these heavenly spirits... - even 
though we cannot say when or how... we do not have enough evidence about 
this. 
 
But we have more than enough evidence that Francis had this devotion to An-
gels and also for particular ones - Francis mentions the names of three archan-
gels.  

 "All-powerful, most holy, Almighty and Supreme God, Holy and just 
Father, Lord King of heaven and earth...  Because of Your love, we 
humbly beg the glorious Mother, the most blessed ever-virgin Mary, 
Blessed Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, all the choirs of blessed ser-
aphim, cherubim, thrones and dominations, principalities, powers, 
virtues, angels, archangels, Blessed John the Baptist, John the 
Evangelist, Peter, Paul, the blessed patriarchs and prophets, the 
innocents, apostles, evangelists, disciples, the martyrs, confessors 
and virgins, the blessed Elijah and Henoch, all the saints who were, 
who will be, and who are, to give You thanks for these things, as it 
pleases You, God true and supreme, eternal and living, with your 
most beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
Paraclete, world without end. Amen. Alleluia!"  (RnB XXIII) 

 
In the Book of Genesis - Abraham meets the three angels and - Lot meets with 
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The Fall  
Fallen Angels are known as:- Devil; Satan (Hebrew: satan, meaning "adversary", 
deceiver that leads humanity astray); Lucifer (the "brightest in the sky"); Beelze-
bub; Baal (Meaning Lord); Demon (Daimōn from the Greek - to divide). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The fall of our first Parents shows the existence of a principle of evil who was 
jealous of the human race. He can act against God, but he is subordinate to 
God. The story of Job is a classic example - Satan, the earliest individualization 
of a fallen angel is presented as an intruder who is jealous of Job. He is clearly 
an inferior being to the deity and can only touch Job with God's permission. 
But also in other stories... 

- "
 
Then an evil spirit from the Lord came upon Saul, as he sat in 

his house with his spear in his hand, while David was playing mu-
sic." (1Sm 19:9) 

- "Then he showed me the high priest Joshua standing before the 
angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse 
him.  And the Lord said to Satan, ‘The Lord rebuke you, O Satan!

  

The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this man a 
brand plucked from the fire?’ Now Joshua was dressed in filthy 
clothes as he stood before the angel." (Zec 3:1-3) 

 
Jesus himself had seen Satan fall from heaven (Lk 10:18). He calls him "the prince 
of this world" (Jn 14:30), who is seen as the tempter of human race (Mt 25:41). 
 
Angels and Human beings are the creative outcome of God's infinite goodness 
and love. Though his love desires reciprocation, His goodness does not demand 
or compel and he has given His creatures the dignity of freedom and personality. 
Because He is all goodness, only goodness can proceed from Him and all the 
angels were created good. They were capable of loving obedience to the One 
on whom their existence depended and who knows best. Love, however, is not 
to be constrained, is offered freely. But freedom is meaningless unless there is a 
choice. If they were true to their nature and fulfil their existence they would 
choose Him and what He offered before their own limitations. Some decided 
otherwise, they did not give God his due and by an act of free will they rejected 
their destiny. 
 
When did this happen? Since Pure Spirits are immortal and do not dwell in time, 
we do not know when this happened. There was a fierce battle in Heaven fought 
between Satan with his rebel forces and the faithful angels led by Michael. 

VERY IMPORTANT NOTE 
In the Scriptures there is no sign of any dualism or conflict  

between two equal principles, one good and the other evil. The conflict 
depicted is rather of that waged on earth between  

the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of the Evil One,  
BUT the latter's inferiority is always supposed!  

GOD (and His Kingdom) IS ALWAYS GREATER. 
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- Put Joseph's mind at ease 
- Proclaimed his birth  
- Protected him, in guiding Joseph to Egypt and back 
- They served him in the 40 days in the desert  
- They comforted him in the Garden Gethsemane  
- Helped during his Resurrection (Mt 28:2)  
- Announced his Resurrection... 
- With him at the Ascension (Ac 1:10-11)  
- Will be with him when he comes again (Mt.24:30-31) and according to his   

promise "The voice of the Archangel will call the command and the 
Lord Himself will come down from Heaven. Those who have died in 
Christ will be the first to rise..So we shall stay with the Lord forev-
er." (1Th 4:13-18)  

Christ himself speaks about the Angels.  And when he does so he wants to have 
our whole attention: 

- "In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.” (Lk 15:10)  

- "Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Fa-
ther and of the holy angels." (Lk 9:26)  

- "See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that 
their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven." (Mt 
18:10) 

 
In relationship to himself: 

- As his death was approaching he tells Peter to put away the sword 
because he could ask his father and 12 legions of angels would be 
sent to defend him...  

- They will assist Him when he gathers the harvest of the seed he has 
sown (Mt 13:41-42)  

- They will be his witnesses when he welcomes us to His side (Lk 9:26)  
 

Early writers begun to identify an order which illustrated degrees of perfection 
between the material world and God. 

- After Adam's fall Paradise is guarded by cherubim who are clearly God's 
ministers, though nothing is said of their nature. 

- We meet 'cherubim' again in Ezekiel's vision described in great length 
 and in other references. 

- The Seraphim appear only in the vision of Isaiah. 
- The term Archangel occurs only in St Jude and St Paul. 
- In two different letters Paul speaks of 
 - Principality, Power, Virtue and Dominion (Ep 1:21) and 
 - Thrones, Dominations, Principalities and Powers (Col 1:16) 

 

 

The Angels execution of judgement guidance, protection, healing 
and intercession reveal how, for our own well- being, God employs 

them in our salvation and so draws us to Himself 
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two. The task of one of the angels is to inform Abraham of his coming child. The 
other two were to save Lot and to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah.  
 
In relationship with God the scripture tells us that first and foremost the angels 
are attendants at God's throne. 
- Either as heavenly beings together: 

"As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took 
his throne; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his 
head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels 
were burning fire.  A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his 
presence.  A thousand thousand served him, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand stood attending him.  The court sat in judge-
ment, and the books were opened." [Dn 7:9-10] 

- Or as the seven angels whose special function is to stand before God's throne: 
"I am Raphael, one of the seven angels who stand ready and enter before the 
glory of the Lord." (Tb 12:15). 
 

In relationship with men the scripture tells us that the angels are God's messen-
gers, his instruments to communicate with mankind. 

- To Hagar to return back to her mistress ... (Gn 16:7-12) 

- To Manoah about her son Samson ... (Jg 13:3-5} 

- To Lot about the destruction of Sodom ... (Gn19:5-16) 
- To Gideon to save his people ... (Jg 6:11-18) 
- To Daniel to understand the vision ... (Dn 8:11) 
and also: 
- To Elizabeth and Zachariah, parents of John;  
- To Mary and Joseph, parents of Jesus. 

 
Abraham sending his steward to seek a wife for Isaac: "He will send his angel 
before you" (Gn.24:7). 

- The angels will guard the one who the Lord chooses… 
"For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your 
ways.  On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your 
foot against a stone..." (Ps 91:11-12) The Psalm which the devil quotes to 
Jesus when tempting him in the desert. 
 

They are also employed and involved to save Israel and in other instances: 
 - Israel from the enemy by hiding the army in a pillar of cloud (Ex 14:9) 
 - Issac from Abraham’s hand when he was about to sacrifice him (Gn 22:11-

12). 

And to give sustenance and encouragement to prophets: 
- The seraph who touched Isiah’s lips with the live coal (Isa 6:6-8). 
 

Although artistic convention has given wings to the angels, when they come in 
aid of their earthly companions they adopt a human appearance: 

- It was three men who came to Abraham at the Oak in Mamre (Gn 18:1-2). 
They, together with human beings, are accorded the title "Sons of God" which 
shows a certain shared and adoptive sonship and intimate relationship with God/
his creatures: 
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- "You are the sons of God, a people chosen to be His very own" (Dt 14:1) 
- The angels sing with joy at the foundation of the earth (Job 38:4-7) 

BUT - "Those who are judged worthy of a place in the other world and in the res-
urrection of the dead are as the angels and, being children of the Resur-
rection, are sons of God" (Lk.20:35-36) 

So all created things share the same end, happiness in glory of the beatific vi-
sion. 
 

In the New Testament we find that the angelic world is - put as guide and protec-
tion of men according to their particular mission (Mt 18:10) - and with Michael the 
archangel as the head, who continues to fight against Satan up till the end of 
time, in defence of the Church (Ap 12:1-9) - and finally escorts Jesus on his last 
day (2Ts 1:7;Ap 14:14-16 cf.LG.49). 
 

The New Testament enters into the plan of salvation of the OT and therefore 
inherited Jewish understandings of angels. The angels are created beings - 
"praise ye Him, all His angels: praise ye Him, all His hosts ... for He spoke and 
they were made. He commanded and they were created ..." (Ps 148:2-5; Col 1:16).  

They are represented in the Bible as spiritual beings intermediate between God 
and men. The Bible describes the function of angels as “messengers” of God, 
but does not indicate when the creation of angels occurred. 
 
In 1215 the Fourth Lateran Council’s degree Firmiter credimus declared that an-
gels were created beings and that men were created after them. This declaration 
was repeated in 1870 in the First Vatican Council’s Dei Filius – the “Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Catholic Faith”. 
 
The New Testament includes many interactions and conversations between an-
gels and humans. 
- An angel appears to Zechariah - to inform him that he will have a child despite 
his old age - thus proclaiming the birth of John the Baptist (Lk 1:11).  
- The archangel Gabriel visits the Virgin Mary in the Annunciation - to foretell the 
birth of Jesus Christ (Lk 1:26).  
- Angels then appear to the shepherds - to proclaim the birth of Jesus in 
the Adoration (Lk 2:10).  
Later - Angels appear after Jesus spent 40 days in the desert, - "...the devil left 
him and, behold, angels came and ministered to him" (Mt 4:11). 
- An Angel comforts Jesus Christ during the Agony in the Garden (Lk 22:43). 
- An angel speaks at the empty tomb, following the Resurrection of Jesus, after 
the rolling back of the stone by angels (Mt 28:3,5). 
 

Christian tradition has continued to include reported interactions with angels. 
- 1851 Pius IX approved the Chaplet of St Michael based on the 1751 report-
ed private revelation from archangel Michael to the Carmelite nun Antonia 
d'Astonac; 
- Pope St John Paul II emphasized the role of angels in Catechesis on the An-
gels during the General Audiences in 1986 in which he suggested that modern 
mentality should come to see the importance of angels.  
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Therefore in relationship with God the scripture continues to tell us that the an-
gels are attendants of God and at God’s 
throne. Jesus adds that they do this 
“continually”.  

"Take care that you do not despise one 
of these little ones; for, I tell you, in 
heaven their angels continually see the 
face of my Father in heaven." (Mt 18:10) 
 

PERSONAL GUARDIANS: each individual 
soul has its tutelary angel. As mentioned Jesus 
speaks about the guardian angels of the little 
ones (Mt 18:10). But if we can go directly to the 
Father, or the Son, or the Holy Spirit – why do 
we have to involve the angels in our lives? 
Jesus Christ had the experience of them: 

- In His discourses he talks of them as 
one who actually saw them... 

- During his earthly life when he shared 
our material existence, Jesus Christ 
was adored and worshipped by the angels from the moment of his incar-
nation until his Ascension. 

- He describes their life in heaven... 
"For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are 

like angels in heaven." (Mt 22:30) 
"Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are 
children of God, being children of the resurrection." (Lk 20:36) 

- He tells us that they form a bodyguard around Him... 
- At a word from Him would avenge Him on His enemies... 

"Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send 
me more than twelve legions of angels?" (Mt 26:53) 

- He speaks quite often of them as auxiliaries and witnesses at the final 
judgement... 
"For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done." (Mt 16:27) 

- And in parables he explains how they will prepare for this judgement... 
"... and the reapers are angels. 

 
Just as the weeds are collected and burned up 

with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his 
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 
evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!"  

and 
"... So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous" (Mt 13:39-43, 49) 
 
In Relationship to Jesus, they: 

- Announced his conception to his mother  


