
 

   

From the OFS Rule 
Secular Franciscans, together with all people of good will, are called to build a more fraternal and evangelical 
world so that the kingdom of God may be brought about more effectively... let them exercise their  
responsibilities competently in Christian spirit of service.   Let them individually and collectively be in the  
forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives. Especially in 
the field of public life, they should make definite choices in harmony with their faith. Let them esteem work both 
as a gift and as a sharing in the creation, redemption, and service of the human community.  
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                     Newsletter of the Midland Region of the Secular Franciscan Order GB 

Winter 2016  

“Emblazon the world with the grandeur of God.” 

Ilia Delio OSF 

From the OFS Constitutions 

Secular Franciscans should pledge themselves to reduce their own personal needs so as to be better able to 
share spiritual and material goods with their brothers and sisters, especially those most in need.  
 
They should give thanks to God for the goods they have received, using them as good stewards and not as  
owners.   They should take a firm position against consumerism and against ideologies and practices which  
prefer riches over human and religious values and which permit the exploitation of the human person.  
 

Prayer for Good Humour. by St. Thomas More 

 

Grant me, O Lord, good digestion, and also something to digest.  
Grant me a healthy body, and the necessary good humour to maintain it.  

 
Grant me a simple soul that knows to treasure all that is good and that doesn’t frighten  
easily at the sight of evil, but rather finds the means to put things back in their place.  

 
Give me a soul that knows not boredom, grumblings, sighs and laments, nor excess of  

stress, because of that obstructing thing called  “I.”  
 

Grant me, O Lord, a sense of good humour.   Allow me the grace to be able to take a   
joke  to discover in life a bit of joy, and to be able to share it with others.  Amen. 

( A prayer  Pope Francis says everyday.) 

“If to be feelingly alive to the sufferings of my fellow creatures is to be a fanatic, I am the most  

incurable fanatic ever permitted to be at large.”  

William Wilberforce (1749-1833), anti-slavery campaigner and social reformer. 
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Extracts from Laudato Si’   Care for our Common Home. Pope Francis. 
 

We will continue to publish extracts from the Encyclical in subsequent issues of Midland Franciscan 

 

Human intervention and its effects. 

But a sober look at our world shows that the degree of human intervention, often in the service of business in-

terests and consumerism, is actually making our earth less rich and beautiful, ever more limited and grey, even 

as technological advances and consumer goods continue to abound limitlessly. We seem to think that we can 

substitute an irreplaceable and irretrievable beauty with something which we have created ourselves. 

( Paragraph 34.) 

The ecosystems of tropical forests possess an enormously complex biodiversity which is almost impossible to 

appreciate fully, yet when these forests are burned down or levelled for purposes of cultivation, within the space 

of a few years countless species are lost and the areas frequently become arid wastelands...there are “proposals 

to internationalize the Amazon, which only serve the economic interests of transnational corporations”. 

(Paragraph 37) 

The replacement of virgin forest with plantations of trees, usually monocultures, is rarely adequately analysed. 

Yet this can seriously compromise a biodiversity which the new species being introduced does not  

accommodate. Similarly, wetlands converted into cultivated land lose the enormous biodiversity which they  

formerly hosted. In some coastal areas the disappearance of ecosystems sustained by mangrove swamps is a 

source of serious concern. (Paragraph 39) 

Inequity affects not only individuals but entire countries; it compels us to consider an ethics of international  

relations. A true “ecological debt” exists, particularly between the global north and south, connected to com-

mercial imbalances with effects on the environment, and the disproportionate use of natural resources by  

certain countries over long periods of time. The export of raw materials to satisfy markets in the industrialized 

north has caused harm locally, as for example in mercury pollution in gold mining or sulphur dioxide pollution in 

copper mining. There is a pressing need to calculate the use of environmental space throughout the world for 

depositing gas residues which have been accumulating for two centuries and have created a situation which  

currently affects all the countries of the world. The warming caused by huge consumption on the part of some 

rich countries has repercussions on the poorest areas of the world, especially Africa, where a rise in  

temperature, together with drought, has proved devastating for farming. There is also the damage caused by the 

export of solid waste and toxic liquids to developing countries, and by the pollution produced by companies 

which operate in less developed countries in ways they could never do at home, in the countries in which they 

raise their capital. We note that often the businesses which operate this way are multinationals. They do here 

what they would never do in developed countries or the so-called first world. Generally, after ceasing their  

activity and withdrawing, they leave behind great human and environmental liabilities such as unemployment, 

abandoned towns, the depletion of natural reserves, deforestation, the impoverishment of agriculture and local 

stock breeding, open pits, riven hills, polluted rivers and a handful of social works which are no longer  

sustainable. (Paragraph 51) 

Global regulatory norms are needed to impose obligations and prevent unacceptable actions, for example, when 

powerful companies or countries dump contaminated waste or offshore polluting industries in other countries. 

(Paragraph 173) 

Although no conclusive proof exists that GM cereals may be harmful to human beings, and in some regions their 

use has brought about economic growth which has helped to resolve problems, there remain a number of sig-

nificant difficulties which should not be underestimated. In many places, following the introduction of these 

crops, productive land is concentrated in the hands of a few owners due to “the progressive disappearance of 

small producers, who, as a consequence of the loss of the exploited lands, are obliged to withdraw from direct 

production”.         Continued overleaf... 
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Laudato Si’ continued... 

The most vulnerable of these become temporary labourers, and many rural workers end up  

moving to poverty-stricken urban areas. The expansion of these crops has the effect of destroying the  

complex network of ecosystems, diminishing the diversity of production and affecting regional economies, 

now and in the future. In various countries, we see an expansion of oligopolies for the production of cereals 

and other products needed for their cultivation. This dependency would be aggravated were the production 

of infertile seeds to be considered; the effect would be to force farmers to purchase them from larger pro-

ducers. (Paragraph 134) 

Wake Up!   At the close of the penultimate chapter of her fascinating new book, Making All Things 

New – Catholicity, Cosmology, Consciousness, (Orbis Books) Ilia Delio makes this stirring declaration: 
 
“We must wake up all of us – laity, nuns, clergy and bishops – and become conscious of the great call within 

us, the call to bring Christ to birth in the world. Get up!  Go into the world and live in the flow of love. Forgive, 

show mercy, be compassionate, care for the poor, tend to the earth as a family; find your inner wholeness in 

the love of God and create new wholes in your midst, in your communities, your workplaces, at shopping 

malls and jazz fests. Live in the energy of the Spirit; let yourself be led into new patterns of wholeness, into 

new structures and languages that kindle life more abundantly. Stop playing with your toys, your electronic 

gadgets; stop creating books of laws and rules that lie on dusty shelves; do not lose yourself to consumer 

products that blind your vision or distract your attention from the whole. Get up because you are too old to 

be asleep, lest you die in your sleep and the world dies of neglect. Grow up because it is time to move on. The 

world is begging for new and more abundant life. The life of the world is your life, and your life belongs to the 

whole of life. Stop trying to preserve yourself; lose yourself in something more than yourself because you 

have the power to christify life, to help unify it, to raise it to a new level of ultrahumanity. Live to the point of 

tears and don’t be saddened by sin, misunderstanding, weakness, and hate. Omega love is in our midst, and 

this love is our power, our hope and our future. Remain in this love, because this love is the fire of life itself 

and will endure forever. Be the co-creator you are made to be: emblazon this world with the grandeur of 

God.”   

Dear Jesus, help me to spread Your fragrance everywhere I go. Flood my soul with Your spirit and life. 

Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly, that my life may only be a radiance of Yours. 

 

Shine through me, and be so in me  that every soul I come in contact with  may feel Your presence in my soul. 

Let them look up and see no longer me, but only Jesus! 

 

Stay with me and then I shall begin to shine as You shine, so to shine as to be a light to others; 

The light, O Jesus , will be all from You; none of it will be mine; it will be you, shining on others through me. 

 

Let me thus praise You the way You love best, by shining on those around me. Let me preach You without  

preaching, not by words but by my example, By the catching force of the sympathetic influence of what I do, 

The evident fullness of the love my heart bears to You.  Amen 

John Henry Newman.  (A favourite prayer of Mother Teresa.) 
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Seán Ward ofs 
Lost in Translation.  In English there is only one word for “love”. In Greek however there are  at least 

four. 

Agápe (ἀγάπη). Throughout the New Testament  the term is used to denote  sacrificial love.   

Philia (φιλία) means affectionate regard or friendship. It includes loyalty to friends, family, and community, 

and requires virtue, equality and familiarity.  

Éros (ἔρως) is passionate love, with sensual desire and longing but not necessarily sexual love. Éros can be 

interpreted as a love for someone whom you love more than the philia, love of friendship.  

Storge (στοργή)  is natural affection, like that felt by parents for offspring.  

During his encounter with Peter on the beach after his resurrection, Jesus asks Peter  twice, “Simon Peter, do 

you love me (using agápe). Twice Peter responds by using philia. The third time Jesus asks the question he  

uses philia and Peter responds again with philia.  Jesus meets Peter where Peter is—not yet ready for sacrificial 

love.  In his marvellous declaration of  the true meaning of love in 1 Corinthians 13 Paul also uses agápe.   

The Psychology Of Christian Character Formation. Joanna Collicut. SCM Press 2015. 

Here is another splendid  book from Joanna Collicut, who is  a priest in the Church of England and for many 

years worked as a psychologist in the National Health Service.  The book offers us an insight into some of the 

branches of contemporary scientific psychology. The aim of the book is to support us in our own self-

awareness and spiritual growth so that having a greater understanding of ourselves we may develop in a  

better way our ministry  to others.  

 

 She begins with the “F Word” - formation. The use of the word to describe Christian life, Collicut says, “is a bit 

like Marmite. It is beloved of some  and loathed by others”.  For some,   she continues, formation “has a 

slightly concerning resonance  with the work of the sausage machine, which minces  and mixes up meat and 

then literally forces it into a uniform mould  to suit the requirements of the production company.  Here 

‘formation’ means violence, restriction, blandness and objectification.”  She goes on to point out that the im-

age of the potter and clay gives people the feeling that they are being “bashed about and broken before they 

are squeezed into a shape that is not of their choosing.” The potter and clay image does appear in the Bible 

but Collicut points out that the image is not employed in passages that speak of the way God works in the life 

of the Christian. She then sets out what formation really is and we will be familiar with the language she uses 

in her sub-headings: Formation happens in the context of cosmic transformation; Formation is a work of the 

Spirit; Formation is for all of us; Formation is happy and glorious; Formation is corporate; Christ is formed in 

you.   

There are three parts to the book: 1) The Name of the Endeavour ( the F Word—Formation; Growing up into 

Christ; the Character of Christ.) 2) Insights from Psychology (Understanding Ourselves: From Temperament to 

Character; Understanding Ourselves: The Shape of Our Stories; How Growth Happens.) 3) Cultivating the Fruit 

of the Spirit (Intimacy with the Holy One: Taking the Lord’s Prayer Seriously; Humble Power: having the Mind 

of Christ; Heaven in Ordinary: Watching and Praying; Personal Coherence: getting the Balance Right;  

Hospitality: Visiting and Welcoming; Compassion: Seeing, Feeling, Doing; Not Retaliating: Forgiveness and  

Repentance; Wisdom: Inhabiting Uncertainty with Confidence; Transformation: Embracing the Pattern of the 

Cross.)           

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eros_(concept)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Storge
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THE REALITY OF THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER TODAY 

(From a paper by Benedetto Lino ofs) 

 It's been nearly 36 years since the promulgation of the new Pauline Rule, 24 years since the  

issuance of the new General Constitutions ad experimentum, and 14 since the promulgation of 

the final  Constitutions. 

 The Secular Franciscan Order has regained its autonomy and the Church has ordered its  

centralized structure. 

 The work of unification was long and tiring, but now we are beginning to reap the benefits of this 

providential path that restores to the Franciscan Family a Secular Franciscan Order that  

contributes, as an active and essential member, to the fullness of the charism and completeness 

of the mission of the Family. 

 The Order is present in 115 countries with 70 well constituted National Fraternities, 23 emerging 

national fraternities, and 22 presences. 

 The number of professed Secular Franciscans is about 400,000. The Franciscan Youth has more 

than 50,000 members with the Promise. 

 We form numerically about 65% of the Franciscan family. 

“It is necessary therefore, not to remain in the restricted areas of our Franciscan environments but 

reaching out to the "world", while assuming the risk that comes with proclaiming the Good News across the 

board, with intelligence, simplicity, conviction, the same evangelical parresia, the courage and the frankness of 

the proclamation of St. Francis and the apostles. We, the Secular Franciscans, are acutely aware that this re-

sponsibility falls on us in a very special way because we are the "specialists" of the world in the Franciscan  

family; we, the Seculars, are those who live immersed in the ordinary conditions of everyday life. If we fail in 

this task, the action of the entire Franciscan family cannot be fully successful. It is time to understand in its full 

extent, the magnitude of the task and the responsibility of that task to which we, the Secular Franciscans, are 

called, not only individually but also as an Order and especially as a family.”     Benedetto Lino ofs 

…”I have described  Christian prayer as an ‘intentional stance’: when we pray in Christ’s name, we  are  

placing ourselves under his authority and protection and taking up an intentional stance that is in accordance 

with his nature...Each new day or phase in the Christian life should begin with taking up an attitude of   

gratitude. This means deciding to look at life in a certain way, not trying to conjure up a certain emotion; for 

gratitude is not primarily a feeling but a way of construing events.” 

“’As we share in the   knowledge of Jesus, we experience the faithfulness of the divine Spirit as an intimate  

presence that holds us, and draws us into the knowledge of the Father’.   How are we to work this out in our 

lives?  There is something here about discernment and critical questioning, both within ourselves and with the 

help of others. It will involve wrestling in prayer – arguing with God; but also wrestling in scholarship. Our faith 

should not be the one area of our lives that is a thinking- free zone. No matter what our academic abilities, the 

call of the Christian is continually to engage as intelligently as she can with both Scripture and the theological 

riches of the tradition; like Mary of Bethany who chose the better part, to think the gospel through.” 

Joanna Collicutt  - The Psychology Of Christian Character Formation. 
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News and Reflections From Around the Region. 

Belper.  We can learn so much when we are at one with nature.  For instance, most newborn babies are very 

much alike, with not much indication of how they will look when fully grown.  In a similar way, when the first 
shoots of Spring appear we can’t always be sure what they will be like when in full bloom.  We know too that 
plants, shrubs and trees need different soils, locations and environments to achieve their full potential.  This also 
applies to our children, they need nurturing and guidance to find their place in life, where they can become the 
people God meant them to be.  When we look at our gardens after a sudden downpour or hailstorm, we see  
flowers bruised and broken but they quickly recover in the healing warmth of the sun.  We, too, when battered 
and bruised by life’s trials and tribulations are restored when we open our hearts to the healing power of God’s 
Love.  (Ann Gannon, Minister) 
 

Clay Cross.   Praying to God. How can we have such audacity to think that as mere humans we have the right 

to talk and pray directly to God?  It is quite preposterous really that God, in all his majesty, allows us mortals to 
think that we can actually talk on a direct line to him in person. 
 
It is of course a wonderful thing, and of without doubt, this is what His Son’s Jesus’ instructions were to do. But 
what an incredible thing to be able to ask the Almighty for his help. How did we ever deserve this? 
He did create us after all, so it is his wish for us to be able to communicate with him. But it is a blessing that we all 
must take for granted from time to time. It is sort of frightening really, worse than going to confession and being a 
little shy or embarrassed at what to say to the Priest. 
 
But what a wonderful opportunity it is to try and be a little selfish and ask for his help, most of the time on other 
people’s behalf. And it goes without saying, to be able to thank him in person for all the incredible things he has 
given us. 
 
Apologies dear God, we are allowing some of our Brothers and Sisters to make quite a mess of the Planet you cre-
ated. Please give us a little more time to put things right as you intended them to be. We pray that we can put 
more effort into our works as Franciscans and have a much greater effect on others around us, and those who are 
perhaps a distance away.  We test your patience, for that we are sorry. 
 

Thoughts for Winter 2015/2016  I suppose I was feeling a little self-pity when I was describing things to a lady in 
the local takeaway, how ridiculously early I was getting up in my current job and the silly long hours I was doing. 
She said she gets up at 9 or 10 o’clock, but works into the evening. I said fair enough, but I go to the gym at 6 AM 
and leave the site 7.30ish, having walked about 10 miles during a normal day on site. This made her laugh.  
I suggested the waste of good valuable time by her staying in bed long hours and all the beneficial things she 
might do instead. 
 
Yes, Boo Hoo, sympathy for Adrian. But without knowing it, a favourable influence was occurring. The next time I 
went in and chatted to her, she said she was now getting up at 7 AM, and it was because of me, and she felt much 
better for doing it and how much more of her life was being achieved. Life is one of Gods best gifts to us. However 
we do it, positive influences matter, this lady always has a big smile on her face and is always cheerful, even 
though she really has a pretty rubbish job. She is influencing the public in her own way when they come to her 
shop, with her happy disposition and outlook on life. Hopefully now even more smiling for more people is  
available. 
 
This Winter in this country can appear all grey and gloomy, but we can still smile, it’s not a sin. A great example of 
Franciscan influence even when you don’t know you are doing it, usually because nobody tells you. Keep it up!  
(Adrian Goodall  ofs Minister.) 
 

Rednal and Stourbridge.  On 17 October four members of the Fraternity attended the Archdiocese of  
Birmingham Justice and Peace Commission Annual Assembly at Solihull.  The theme this year was “Changing the 
Unjust Structures of Society”.   A full report of proceedings may be found at www.birminghamjandp.org/annual-
assemblies.html During  2016 Fraternity will be studying  Laudato Si’ in depth and the OFS Rule and Constitutions. 
Our Annual Report  for 2015  is available soon at www.sforands.org.uk   (Seán Ward ofs Minister) 
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News and Reflections from around the Region—continued 

 
Oxford. Members of the OFS fraternity were delighted to join the OFM Capuchin and OFM Conventual friars 
at Oxford for a very moving Transitus ceremony held at Greyfriars on 3rd October. We were pleased also to 
attend a special Solemnity Mass (with Dominican preacher by tradition) on 4th October Feast of St. Francis, 
followed by a celebratory meal with the friars. 
  
On Saturday 21st November 2015, Heather Van Cuylenburg OFS made her profession in the friary  

chapel at Greyfriars, Oxford, a joyful addition to the Fraternity and to the Franciscan family. We give thanks 

to the Father for the gift of this profession which enriches the whole community of the Secular Franciscan 

Order in Great Britain. We remain united with Heather in prayer as she continues her  

Franciscan journey. May the fraternal bonds of community always be our help. We were delighted that  

Andrea Hambleton, Regional Minister,  was able to join us on this occasion. 

At our November meeting, we were pleased also to welcome Eamonn McNamara into his period of  
enquiry with the fraternity. We were further blessed on Saturday, 19th December with the formal  
reception of Theresa Whiting into our Oxford fraternity, thus marking her admission to a time of formation 
and candidacy. 
 
 

From  the Later Admonition and Exhortation to the Brothers and Sisters of Penance,  

by Francis of Assisi.  

We must never desire to be above others but, instead, we must be servants and subject to every human  

creature for God’s sake. 

The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon all those men and women who have done and persevered in these things, 

and it will make a home and dwelling place in them. And they will be the children of the heavenly Father, 

whose works they do. And they are spouses , brothers and mothers of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are spouses 

when the faithful soul is united by the Holy Spirit to our Lord Jesus Christ. We are brothers, moreover, when 

we do the will of his Father who is in heaven; mothers when we carry him in our heart and body through love 

and a pure and sincere conscience; and give him birth through a holy activity, which must shine before others 

by example. O how glorious and holy and great to have a Father in heaven! O how holy, consoling, beautiful 

and wonderful to have such a Spouse! O how holy and how loving, gratifying, humbling, peace-giving, sweet, 

worthy of love, and above all things desirable it is, to have such a Brother and such a Son: our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who laid down his life for his sheep. 

Love people even in their sin, for that is the semblance of Divine Love and is the highest love on earth. 
Love all of God's creation, the whole and every grain of sand of it. Love every leaf, every ray of God's light. 
Love the animals, love the plants, love everything. If you love everything, you will perceive the  
divine mystery in things. Once you perceive it, you will begin to comprehend it better every day. And you 
will come at last to love the whole world with an all-embracing love. 

 
--Fyodor Dostoyevsky, The Brothers Karamazov 
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ANTHROPOLOGY.  In Summer 2015 we set ourselves the task to explore how the humanities and sciences  

help us to better  understand  who we are as humans and how we relate to each  other and to God.  In this 

 issue we look at  anthropology, which is the comparative study of human societies and cultures and their  

development. 

Introducing Bernardino de Sahagún  An extract from an article by  Keith Douglass Warner, O.F.M.  (From “The 
Cord” Vol 61. No 2. April/June  2011. Available as a pdf from Franciscan Publications.) 

Bernardino was born in what is now Spain in 1499. He travelled to New Spain in 1529, and spent more than 50 
years interviewing and documenting Aztec people about their beliefs, culture and natural history. His primary 
motivation was to evangelize Indigenous Mesoamerican peoples, yet his extraordinary work documenting 
 Indigenous worldview and culture has earned him the title “the first anthropologist.” He is best known as the  
author of La Historia general de las Cosas de Nueva Espana (in English: the General History of the Things of New 
Spain, hereafter shortened to Historia general, commonly referred to as The Florentine Codex). It consists of 
2400 pages organized into twelve books with over 2000 illustrations. It documents the culture, religious  
cos-mology (worldview) and ritual practices, society, economics, and natural history of the Aztec people.  
Bernardino’s work evinces three overarching goals: 

1. To create a vocabulary of the Aztec language, Nahuatl, to train missionaries to evangelize the  
Indigenous Amerindians. 

2. To describe and explain ancient Indigenous religion, beliefs, practices, deities. This was to help friars and 
others understand their “idolatrous” religion.  
 
3. To record and document the great cultural inheri-tance of the Indigenous peoples of New Spain as it 
crumbled under the weight of colonial occupation.  
 
His work can be understood as a five decade long research project investigating a cluster of religious, cultural 
and nature themes. Perhaps most impressive was his pioneering methodology, for he created new forms of 
gathering informa-tion and validating its accuracy. One scholar described the Historia general as “one of the 
most remarkable accounts of a non-Western culture ever composed.   

In addition to this article you may wish to read Keith Warner’s study of Bernadino da Sahagún in “Knowledge 
for Love: Franciscan Science as the Pursuit of Wisdom.” The Franciscan Heritage Series. Volume 8. Franciscan 
Institute Publications. This short book also includes a brief study of Roger Bacon and Bartholomew the  
Englishman. They, along with Bernadino, sought to show their readers how an understanding of earthly things 
leads to a better  understand ng of heavenly things.    (Seán Ward ofs) 

Watching the English. Kate Fox. 2004 ,2014. Hodder and Stoughton. Also in e-reader format. 

It was the  Marquis de Ximénès, a French noble who supported the French Revolution, who coined the term 
“Perfidious Albion” to describe English foreign policy during the period of the French revolutionary wars. It’s an 
epithet that has stuck—but are the English really treacherous or just  misunderstood?   You may recall these  
lines from West Side Story: 

Gee, Officer Krupke, we’re very upset,/ We never had the love that ev’ry child oughta get,/ 
We ain’t no delinquents,/We’re misunderstood,/Deep down inside us there is good. 
 
But do the English understand themselves?   Kate Fox  in her very amusing yet clever and insightful study sets 
out to explain to the English and to other interested, and no doubt confused , parties  from other nations why 
the English are the way they are.  (Seán Ward ofs who, despite his name,  is an Englishman of the usual  
mongrel variety!) 

The universe of energies is constituted by a web of relationships. All things, even sub-atomic particles, exist for, 

with, and through one another. Nothing exists outside relationship. To exist is to be in relation.”   

Leonardo Boff. 
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Wilful Blindness—Why we ignore the obvious.   Margaret Heffernan.  Simon and Schuster UK. 2011. Also 

available in e-reader format.   

Heffernan begins her book with the famous quote from T.S Eliot, human kind cannot bear very much reality, 
and goes on to analyse why we ignore the obvious, why we are wilfully blind.   One reason is that we prefer to 
remain within our comfort zones to avoid being challenged and discomforted. We associate with people like 
ourselves from the same social, educational and religious backgrounds, we tend to marry people like our-
selves; so we may affirm that our values are the right ones and the things we do beyond reproach.  We prefer 
to remain  in safe  harbour rather than putting out into the deep. So cruelty, injustice, greed,  incompetence  
and corruption in government, commerce and industry continue to flourish because we deliberately turn a 
blind eye to the things we should notice and take action to prevent. It is easier to collude than to  
confront.  I remember  graffiti I saw once, scrawled on a canal bridge: “never drink from the mainstream” - 
but, of course, most of us do drink from the mainstream which is usually polluted. This book makes very un-
comfortable reading  but it should be studied and reflected upon.  (Seán Ward ofs) 

“...Archbishop Rowan Williams, himself a historian, ... says that emerging Christianity is a ‘plotless  narrative’ and that it 
is untidy,  decentred, paradoxical and full of questions. He claims that history is not a  story to justify the present; rather, 
history seeks to ground the present in ’strangeness’ of the past.”  
 
From Diana Butler Bass’s excellent book: “A People’s History of Christianity—The Other Side of the  
Story.” (She is quoting from Rowan Williams: “Why Study the Past? The Quest for the Historical Church”. 2005) 

Birmingham Justice and Peace Annual Assembly 2015 
 
 Human Trafficking for prostitution.  The workshop leader, Sr  Pat Kenny, represents an organisation set up 
by Congregations of Religious Sisters called TRAC - Trafficking Raising Awareness and Campaigning. One  
trafficker is reported as saying that you can buy a woman for 10,000 dollars and you can make your money 
back in a week if she is young and pretty, from then on it's all profit.  When a woman has served the  
purposes of those who control her she is usually thrown out onto the streets, destitute and with no place to 
go. According to TRAC demand is growing so more vulnerable people are at risk. The key to prevention is to 
reduce demand.   Sr. Pat said that TRAC would like to involve  more males in its work, to take out the  
message of the horrors of human trafficking to other men.  More information is available 
from www.traconline.org.uk.                                                                                   (Seán Ward ofs) 
 

 The Cruel World of Seafaring  workshop was led by Fr. Colum Kelly, The Apostleship of the Sea, who is 

based at Immingham Port, near Hull. He is responsible for providing spiritual and pastoral care to the seafar-

ers who spend 10 months at a time out at sea.  We depend on seafarers for 95% of our goods. Fr. Colum 

spoke of the treacherous weather conditions that seafarers can face and also of their vulnerability to exploi-

tation. We were shown pictures of the inhumane conditions and unhygienic facilities they sometimes worked 

in and even how on one container ship it was reported that they were given only rice to eat, twice a day. 

Sometimes the seaman do not  receive their wages (especially if the ship owners are in financial difficulties) 

leaving them desperately stressed about having no income to send back home to support their families.  

 
When injustices like these are bought to the attention of the Apostleship of the Sea, they are reported to  the 
relevant authorities.  In serious cases a ship can be detained at a hefty cost of £30,000 a day to the company. 
The Captain also is replaced to ensure the safety and welfare of the seafarers.  Tragedies happen too. One 
incident was when one of the crew members had gone down to the engine room (a confined and unventilat-
ed space) to check the propeller shaft. Unfortunately, excessive rust corrosion had occurred consuming all 
the oxygen and he instantly died. Concerned by their colleague’s long absence two other crew members fol-
lowed and they too died. 
 
 It's important that we get the word out regarding their vulnerability and to offer support, responding to 
Pope Francis's call to care for those on the margins.  (Jane McCawley ofs) 

http://www.traconline.org.uk/
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In  the Year of Mercy  just begun, we are called to  reflect on the mercy of God, following the example of   
Jesus;  give thanks for God's merciful love for us; and become the mercy of God in our world today.  
 
Paula Pearce, our National Minster,  in her recent letter has highlighted some excellent resources to help us 
during the Holy Year of Mercy,  The Parables of Mercy  and  the Psalms of Mercy amongst them. I notice too 
that each diocese is offering resources, some of which are  free downloadable pdf files. But  we should also be 
aware that poets, playwrights  and novelists  provide us with many insights into the nature of mercy and how 
it interacts with justice and law. Here is  William Shakespeare’s  famous declaration on mercy put into the 
mouth of Portia from  The Merchant of Venice:  
 
The quality of mercy is not strained;/It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven/Upon the place beneath./ 
 It is twice blest;/It blesseth him that gives and him that takes:/It is an attribute to God himself;/ 
And earthly power doth then show likest God’s/ When mercy seasons justice.       
 (Act IV, Scene I) 
 
There is a beautiful episode of mercy in the closing  scene of Shakespeare’s Cymbeline. Iachimo has greatly 
wronged Imogen and her husband Posthumus Leonatus by making out that Imogen has been unfaithful. 
Iachimo confesses his guilt and says he is ready for death at Leonatus’ hand. (In the battle prior to this scene 
Iachimo had previously been spared by Leonatus). Iachimo and his Roman comrades have been defeated and, 
captured by King  Cymbeline, they  face death. 
 
Iachimo. [Kneeling] I am down again: But now my heavy conscience sinks my knee, As then your force did. 
Take that life, beseech you, Which I so often owe: but your ring first; And here the bracelet of the truest  
princess That ever swore her faith. 
 
Posthumus Leonatus. Kneel not to me: The power that I have on you is, to spare you; The malice towards you 
to forgive you: live, And deal with others better. 
 
Cymbeline taking his cue from Leonatus declares:  Nobly doom'd! We'll learn our freeness of a son-in-
law; Pardon's the word to all. 
 
In Misericordiae Vultus”,  the Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of  Mercy,  Pope Francis wrote about justice 
and mercy in these terms. 

It would not be out of place at this point to recall the relationship between justice and mercy. These are not 
two contradictory realities, but two dimensions of a single reality that unfolds progressively until it culminates 
in the fullness of love. Justice is a fundamental concept for civil society, which is meant to be governed by the 
rule of law. Justice is also understood as that which is rightly due to each individual. In the Bible, there are 
many references to divine justice and to God as 'judge'. In these passages, justice is understood as the full  
observance of the Law and the behaviour of every good Israelite in conformity with God's commandments. 
Such a vision, however, has not infrequently led to legalism by distorting the original meaning of justice and 
obscuring its profound value. To overcome this legalistic perspective, we need to recall that in Sacred  
Scripture, justice is conceived essentially as the faithful abandonment of oneself to God's will. . . . 

Mercy is not opposed to justice but rather expresses God's way of reaching out to the sinner, offering him a 
new chance to look at himself, convert, and believe. (MV 20, 21)  Or as Shakespeare puts it: “ live, and  deal 
with others better”. 

“Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy”. 
 

Andrea Hambleton. 
With thanks to collaboration with Seán Ward for the Shakespearian input!  

http://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/characters/charlines.php?CharID=Iachimo&WorkID=cymbeline
http://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/characters/charlines.php?CharID=PosthumusLeonatus&WorkID=cymbeline
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First reading of the text – Lectio – Being open to the word of God in silence, like Mary,  

ponder what these words might mean.  

Second reading of the text - Meditatio – Again in silence,  ponder the question: What might 

God be saying to me personally in this text? 

Third reading of the text - Oratio - Prayer of the heart. If you wish to, you are now invited 

to express aloud or in silence any heart felt prayer arising from your reflections. 

Fourth reading of the text-  Contemplatio  – Be still and know that I am God.  

Yielding to God’s presence in a spirit of openness,  allow yourself to be  drawn into the stillness 

where words give way to silence. Rest in God’s presence. 

Closing prayer as opening prayer. 

Franciscan Lectio Divina 
Opening prayer. From The Earlier Rule of St. Francis. 

Wherever we are, in every place, at every hour, at every time of the day, every day and continu-

ally, let all of us truly and humbly believe, hold in our heart and love, honour, adore, serve, praise 

and bless, glorify and exalt, magnify and give thanks to the most high and supreme Eternal God 

Trinity and Unity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Creator of all, Saviour of all who believe and hope 

in him, and love him, who, without beginning and end, is unchangeable, invisible, indescribable, in-

effable, incomprehensible, unfathomable, blessed, praiseworthy, glorious, exalted, sublime, Most 

High, gentle, lovable, delightful, and totally desirable  above all else forever. Amen. 

Scripture Text: 1 John 4:8 

 Whoever does not love knows not God, because God is love. 


