
Why a National Seat is necessary

A.  To observe the General Constitutions

1. Art. 65.3. GGCC indicates that the National Fraternity must have a seat
2. Art. 29.2 GGCC, indicates that each fraternity (on the various levels) "should acquire, 

if possible, a civil juridical personality for the better fulfilment of their mission". To have

a civil juridical identity requires having an official seat.

B. To safeguard against looseness and develop the sense of belonging to an Order

      

1. There should be a national postal address to which official OFS post can be directed, 

rather than a private address.  Similarly OFSGB should have a national email address 

and telephone contact number, The national seat should be accessible.  Members 

should know when it is open and staffed.
2. All national documents that are to be retained should be stored at the seat.  When a 

fraternity (at any level) has no official seat then Council members keep documents, 

registers and books at their home.  This prevents free access to them and there is a 

danger that they may come to be regarded as the personal property of the keepers. 

There is a further danger of permanent loss if the member has not made it known that 

he/she is storing OFS material and shared the precise location.
3. The establishment of a designated National Seat to serve the National Council 

safeguards the Order against such problems and gives members a meeting place 

where they can feel really at home. CIOFS recognises how important it is for a national

fraternity to have a home.
4. The fact that a national seat has to be paid for has the potential to strengthen fraternal 

spirit.  The act of contributing to its establishment can foster a sense of family life.  

Making any contribution, however small or of whatever nature, gives members a 

concrete way of supporting the fraternity/family life.  This in one of the intentions 

behind OFS Rule 25: 
“ regarding expenses necessary for the life of the fraternity and…… all brothers  

and sisters should contribute according to their means. Local fraternities should 

contribute toward the expense of the higher fraternity councils”.
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