
ADVENT GREETING

Dear All,

Advent is upon us.  Given the bewildering political changes that 2016 brought our country and the 
western world, I have been looking forward to this new liturgical year as I have always found great 
solace in the liturgical cycles that our Church has given us.  This year the certainty that faith brings is 
particularly comforting to me.

The pictures above are a few images from our month in Australia.  While the main point of our visit 
was to see my brother, Danny, celebrate the wedding on one of his daughter’s, Jenny to Paul, and 
meet Dave’s 100 year old Aunt, Frances Louis born on October 4th!, we also had a very refreshing 
holiday.  Lack of reliable wifi helped me decide that this would be a time of complete break.  I already
feel the benefits of this decision.  I thank Andrea for her willing availability to stand in for me for the 
month.

Dave and I enjoyed the beauty of the Pacific Coast during a warm and sunny Australian spring and 
loved the national parks that we managed to visit.  I came back to find our lovely trees seemed very 
tiny and almost shrub-like, even our mighty oak!  I know that my perspective will soon be restored.  
The last picture is of Pelican wharf within walking distance of my brother.  We loved meeting family 
and found the country very welcoming and beautiful.



As I have been looking forward to Advent and to getting home, I have often found myself thinking 
about shepherds.  Luke’s Gospel depicts the scene of a heavenly host telling the good news of the 
birth of Jesus to lowly shepherds.  St Francis and St Clare remind us of the poverty and humility 
embraced by Our Lord throughout his life but initially in the nativity story. Francis’ longer Later 
Admonition and Exhortation, addressed to us his followers, underlines the significance of the way 
the Incarnation came about:

The most High Father made known from heaven through His holy angel Gabriel this Word of the 
Father – so worthy, so holy and glorious – in the womb of our holy and glorious Virgin Mary, from 
whose womb He received the flesh of our humanity and frailty. Though He was rich He wished 
together with the most Blessed Virgin, His mother, to choose poverty in the world beyond all else.

In this letter, Francis goes on immediately to the Passion and the obedience of Jesus to the will of His 
Father not for Himself but for our sins, leaving us an example that we might follow His footprints. 
This conjures up the Johannine image of the Good Shepherd. Throughout this writing, Francis guides 
and directs us so that we too can strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

The heart of the letter exhorts us to service, minority and mercy.

Let the one to whom obedience has been entrusted and who is considered the greater, be the 
lesser and the servant of the other brothers.  And let him have and show mercy to each of his 
brothers …Let him not become angry at the fault of a brother but with all patience and humility, 
admonish and support him…we must never desire to be above others but, instead, we must be 
servants and subject to every human creature for God’s sake.

I encourage all to read Pope Francis’ letter Misericordie et Misera, closing the Jubilee Year while 
making us aware of the constant need to grow more in mercy.  This paragraph speaks of the 
presence of our Lord, our shepherd and companion in every circumstance of our life.  It exhorts us to
be good shepherds to all:

This is the time of mercy. Each day of our journey is marked by God’s presence. 
He guides our steps with the power of the grace that the Spirit pours into our 
hearts to make them capable of loving. It is the time of mercy for each and all, 
since no one can think that he or she is cut off from God’s closeness and the 
power of his tender love. It is the time of mercy because those who are weak and
vulnerable, distant and alone, ought to feel the presence of brothers and sisters 
who can help them in their need. It is the time of mercy because the poor should 
feel that they are regarded with respect and concern by others who have 
overcome indifference and discovered what is essential in life. It is the time of 
mercy because no sinner can ever tire of asking forgiveness and all can 
feel the welcoming embrace of the Father.

I hope we all find encouragement as our new Church year begins.  I pray that each of us may discern 
well God’s will in our lives so that we, lowly as the shepherds in Luke’s nativity narrative, may truly be
shepherds in our families, our fraternities, our parishes and all we are involved in.

Paula ofs, Advent 2016.
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