
Update for members, Lent 2018.

On this snowy day, I pray for anyone who has to face travelling in potentially hazardous conditions 

and for all those who work to keep our country going, as far as they can, given the circumstances 

they face.  Further from home we must all be thinking about the terrible situation in Syria and 

praying.

ARKLEY

The National Council held its first meeting at Arkley on January 20th, where we were made truly 

welcome.  Hospitality is clearly a part of the charism of that community. Personal circumstances 

prevented us from setting up the office at that time, but we are hoping to settle in in March.  There is

a Lent retreat at Arkley from 7-14 March.  Events meant I was away for most of February, but I will be

present during some of the retreat and hope to be able to concentrate some of my attention, while 

there, to setting up the new seat.   Any donations towards establishing Arkley will be greatly 

appreciated.  Some regions have already sent us money.   Many thanks for your generosity. Thanks to

Pam Thornton’s son-in- law, everything has been transported from Barton.  I have met twice with the

OFM Conv Custos – both times were healing and encouraging.

NATIONAL ELECTORAL CHAPTER

Our national electoral chapter is in mid-September and we will be sending out the relevant 

correspondence soon.  An important task remaining for the executive is to make preparation for the 

election.  Every single professed member has a responsibility to pray and discern, suggesting 

potential candidates for the executive posts when they come to mind.  So, I urge you to consider 

the members you know and discern whether any could be the right candidate for the national 

executive, ofsgb, for today. For many, age, health, ability to travel will be a consideration but, sadly, 

these considerations apply to many of us so, should not deter you from approaching a potential 

candidate.  Promoting the Order depends on each of us and it will take time for new members to be 

professed.  Consequently, we cannot expect a huge field of candidates to choose from this year.   We 

should remember that we are invited to turn to our good and generous Lord to provide whatever 

graces he knows office holders need to do their work for his Kingdom in our Order.

OTHER PLANNED NATIONAL PROJECTS 

There are three main directions, approved by national council, for ofsgb, which I summarise below. 

We will make some progress with these before the elections.  In your local fraternity, consider these 

and discern which you might prefer to respond to and support.  I hope at least one of these will 

inspire your local fraternity and rekindle our Franciscan spirit as we approach the jubilee year.

May God bless all of us this Lenten season.  

Paula ofs



SEPTEMBER 2019 – NEARLY 800 YEARS AGO, FRANCIS MET THE SULTAN.

We have agreed to join with TSSF (Anglican Franciscan Tertiaries) in events to mark this 

occasion, involving inter faith dialogue.  This is one of their key projects for the year.  More 

information to follow

JOHN BRADBURNE

Regions will be sent information about John Bradburne and are being asked to make some 

time during a regional day to get to know John better. The translation of his biography from 

French, abridged but still a very detailed and rounded account of his life, is an excellent 

resource that enables us to find out more about this remarkable secular Franciscan.  His life 

might be inspirational not only for ofs members but also for a much wider British audience.  It 

was reading his life that prompted me to begin to spread his story.  I have recently met others, 

including the international councillor for Zimbabwe and an OFM priest who worked in 

Zimbabwe for many years, both of whom encouraged me to help get him better known.  There

will be an ofsgb national day on John Bradburne later in the year at Arkley.

FORTY YEARS OF OUR OFS RULE

From June 2018 to June 2019 the whole Order will be celebrating a jubilee year – 40 years 

since the Rule was approved by Pope Paul VI.  This gives all of us an opportunity to look at the 

Rule with fresh eyes.  I encourage some members, perhaps one from your fraternity, to take 

time reading the sources for the Rule which will be available on the ofsgb website.  


