
The Way of St Clare 
 
 

What you hold may you always hold. 
 

What you do, may you always do and never 
abandon. 

 
But with swift pace, light step and unswerving feet, 

,  
So that even your steps stir up no dust,  

 
Go forward. 

 
The spirit of our God has called you. 
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On Thursday 25th October there was an 

auspicious meeting that took place in St. 

Ethelburga’s centre for peace and 

reconciliation in London. It was an 

ecumenical meeting of all members of the 

Franciscan family and was organised by 

the Third Order of the Society of St. 

Francis. We met to hear about the 

Franciscan Action Network (FAN) who 

are celebrating their 10th Anniversary this 

year.  

FAN is a movement that has developed in 

the United States of America. It is open to 

anyone with a Franciscan heart, so you 

don’t need to be a member of the Order to 

be part of it and is comprised of a group 

of people who would like to bring a 

Franciscan voice into justice and peace 

issues. Sometimes actions could be 

interpreted as political, but it was pointed 

out that although issues may appear 

political they are in fact moral issues, and 

this is the stance that FAN takes.  

There is a difference between Franciscans 

International and the Franciscan Action 

Network in that Franciscans International 

really works at the UN to encourage 

countries to bring about change as a 

whole. FAN can go deeper into issues and 

thus do much more by investing their 

efforts into grass roots working and 

taking up specific causes. When the 

movement started the Franciscan Order 

as a whole was shrinking and members of 

the different parts of the Order were 

working individually on issues relating to 

Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation 

(JPIC)  with other groups rather than 

working together with people within the 

Order. However there was a willingness 

for people to get involved. FAN is now 

funded with an annual budget of 200,000

$ which comes from the members of the 

Franciscan family and the Franciscan 

Orders and comprises a staff of 5 with a 

director, 2 sisters, a grass roots organiser 

and a communications person.  

The movement has grown and sometimes 

rather than looking for projects to work 

on people come to them to ask for 

support. When this happens FAN will 

want to ask 3 questions,  

1. Is it Franciscan? 

 2. Does it lead to action?  

3. Does it expand the network?  

The types of projects that are focussed on 

are; poverty, human rights, climate action 

and peace-making, including such things 

as trafficking, immigration, gun control 

and politics. These are all very current 

issues in the USA.   

St. Francis chose to preach in the public 

square about God, and as Franciscans we 

should not be afraid to do so too. FAN 

owns that part of the spirit of Francis that 

was the showman and is in the business 

of transformation. This movement brings 

people of faith together, whatever their 

faith background, and speaks out with a 

Franciscan Voice. Being ecumenical 

means that FAN can go where other 

groups can’t go. It is all about 

relationship, whether it is with our fellow 

man or our other brothers and sisters in 

creation. For example in 2015 people 

fasted together for climate justice, and 

many people fasted on just water for days 

on end. The director has himself been 

arrested 20 times for being on the front 

line of issues and for being prepared to 

speak out for those who have no voice. As 

Franciscans we are here to build the 

Kingdom of Heaven on Earth and the 

Franciscan Action Network are seeking to 

do that. 

So as the meeting came to a close we were 

left with the question; do we in the UK 

have that charism of justice in our 

Franciscan family that would be prepared 

to come together as a unified Franciscan 

Voice?  

 

Franciscan Action Network in the UK 

Kathy Maskens OFS, St Bonaventure Regional Minister 

“LAUDATO SI’, mi signore” 

“Praise be to you, my Lord”. 

In the words of this 

beautiful canticle, Saint 

Francis of Assisi reminds 

us that our common 

home is like a sister with 

whom we share our life 

and a beautiful mother 

who opens her arms to 

embrace us. 

This sister now cries out 

to us because of the harm 

we have inflicted on her 

by our irresponsible use 

and abuse of the goods 

with which God has 

endowed her.  We have 

come to see ourselves as 

her lords and masters, 

entitled to plunder her at 

will. 

The violence present in our 

hearts, wounded by sin, is 

also reflected in the 

symptoms of sickness evident 

in the soil, in the water, in the 

air and in all forms of life.  

This is why the earth herself, 

burdened and laid waste, is 

among the most abandoned 

and maltreated of our poor; 

she “groans in travail” (Rom 

8:22). 

We have forgotten that 

we ourselves are dust of 

the earth (cf. Gen 2:7). 

 

Kathy Maskens OFS, St Bonaventure Regional Minister 



Peace and Harmony 
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Do you live next door  

to a saint?  

Pope Francis thinks you do.  

Pope Francis takes the “cloud 

of witnesses” from Hebrews 

12:10 far beyond what we 

normally think of as the 

“communion of saints.” In his 

latest exhortation, “Rejoice 

and Be Glad” (“Gaudete 

et Exsultate”), he writes: 

“These witnesses may include 

our own mothers, 

grandmothers, or other loved 

ones [cf. 2 Tm 1:5]. Their lives 

may not always have been 

perfect, yet even amid their 

faults and failings they kept 

moving forward and proved 

pleasing to the Lord” (3).  

Notice he doesn’t say we need 

to be perfect to have a shot at 

sainthood. Nor does he give a 

list of rules and guidelines to 

follow.  

For Pope Francis, as it was for 

Jesus, it’s about continually 

moving toward our place in the 

kingdom of God. We are the 

living stones that make up that 

kingdom. It is through small 

steps and faithful love that 

we fulfill our destiny. 

   

Mark Kennett OFS, St Bonaventure Regional Formation Minister 

At our Regional Day at Hollington,       

Sr Francis Teresa gave two talks on 

Creation and the Ecological Crisis, one 

of the many things that struck me was 

that Sr FT said mankind had never 

learned to read the book of Creation and 

that is why God gave us Holy Scripture. 

The Divine Office, Office of Readings 2nd 

Reading for Sunday Week 30 is a letter 

of Pope Clement 1 to the Corinthians. 

Pope Clement was the 3rd Pope after St 

Peter, born AD 35. 

This is what he has to say about creation 

nearly 2000 years ago, by and large we 

have selfishly ignored his thoughts; 

“Let us turn our eyes to the Father and 

Creator of the universe, and when we 

consider how precious and peerless are 

his gifts of peace, let us embrace them 

eagerly for ourselves. Let us 

contemplate with understanding, noting 

with the eyes of the spirit the patient 

forbearance that is everywhere willed by 

him, and the total absence of any 

friction that marks the ordering of his 

whole creation. 

   The heavens, as they revolve beneath 

his government do so in quiet 

submission to him. The day and the 

night run the course he has laid down 

for them, and neither of them interferes 

with the other. Sun, moon, and the 

starry choirs roll on in harmony at his 

command, none swerving from its 

appointed orbit. Season by season the 

teeming earth, obedient to his will, 

causes a wealth of nourishment to 

spring forth for man and beast and 

every living thing upon its surface, 

making no demur and no attempt to 

alter even the lowest of his decrees. 

  Laws of the same kind sustain the 

fathomless deeps of the abyss and the 

untold regions of the underworld. Nor 

does the illimitable basin of the sea, 

gathered by the operations of his hand 

into its various different centres, 

overflow at any time the barriers 

encircling it, but does as he has bidden 

it- for his word was, “Thus far shall you 

come, at this point shall your waves be 

broken within you”. The impassable 

Ocean and all the worlds that lie beyond 

it are themselves ruled by the like 

ordinances of the Lord. 

  Spring, summer, autumn and winter 

succeed one another peaceably, the 

winds fulfil their punctual duties, each 

from its own quarter, and give no 

offence, the ever-flowing streams, 

created for our wellbeing and 

enjoyment, offer their breasts 

unfailingly for the life of man, and even 

the minutest of creatures mingle 

together in peaceful accord. 

Upon all these the great Architect and 

Lord of the universe has enjoined peace 

and harmony, for the good of all alike, 

but pre – eminently for the good of 

ourselves who have sought refuge in his 

mercies through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

To him be glory and majesty for ever 

and ever, amen” 

Dear Brothers and Sisters I encourage 

you to spend some time in reflection on 

these words. 

 



REGIONAL  GATHERING HOLLINGTON OCTOBER  20TH 
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Sister Frances Teresa OSC gave two 

comprehensive and enlightening 

talks on creation and the ecological 

crisis.    Pope Francis’ encyclical 

Laudato Si was recommended to us 

as a handbook for Franciscans.        

Sr FT drew parallels between what 

things were like in 1209 for the 

early Franciscans and what things 

are like for us now.  Assisi in 1209 

was  dominated by greed and 

possessiveness with many cultural 

similarities with today.   Early 

Franciscan idealism focussed on 

justice and how to move thinking 

from ideological theories to 

practical effort.  For the early 

Franciscans this meant living with 

the outcasts of society - for us it 

means how we live with the poor.  

Both these situations, moving 

idealism to practical action and 

living with the disadvantaged, are 

relevant for us today.    

St Francis reminds us that our 

common home is like a sister with 

whom we share our life and a 

beautiful mother who opens her 

arms to embrace us.  This sister now 

cries out because of the harm we 

have inflicted on her by our 

irresponsible use and abuse of the 

goods with which God has endowed 

her.  We have come to see ourselves 

as her lords and masters, entitled to 

plunder her at will.  There is a need 

to completely re-learn our position 

as sharing the earth and abandon 

our attitude of ownership and 

entitlement to the earth and 

everything living in it.   

It was shocking to hear details of our 

ecological crisis.  Sr FT emphasised 

that scientists tell us that we have 

just 12 years left to rescue our 

ecological world.  Sr FT explained 

that Franciscans must be in the 

forefront of change and we must 

identify what is ours to do and what 

we can do that is specific and unique.  

To know our purpose, we must 

understand our vocation and read 

Francis and Clare every day.  Francis 

showed us just how inseparable the 

bond is between concern for nature, 

justice for the poor, commitment to 

society and interior peace.   The Holy 

Trinity reflects the intertwined 

relationships between us all and 

creation.  We were given scripture 

because we had forgotten to read the 

book of creation. 

We are advised to revisit Chapter 6  

of St Matthews gospel – seek first the 

Kingdom of God and its justice – this 

will show us the way.  We must 

clarify our thinking on stewardship.  

An open hand gives and receives.  

We need to re-learn and be closely 

focussed on our responsibilities.   

Stewardship has become confused 

with ownership. 

We were reassured that, although it 
is easy to be daunted by the size of 
the ecological problems, St Clare 
indicates small practical applications 
of the teaching of Francis.  St Clare 
would remind her sisters in simple 
instructions to praise God when we 
see beautiful trees and bushes, 
people and creatures.  The sisters 
were given two tasks: to open their 
eyes and praise and be conscious of 
the fact that if the Word was always 
intended to become flesh then 
creation was meant to be its home.  
All things are a revelation of God.  St 
Clare shows us to praise Him for all 
created things and to gaze, consider 
and contemplate.  Gazing is not 
instant gratification as we are used to 
in the modern world, gazing allows a 
different stance where we can truly 
open our eyes to reflect and open our 
minds.  In this way responsibilities 

become apparent and we can more 
usefully use our spiritual senses.  We 
are encouraged to open our hearts 
with a readiness to share the reality 
of what we see.  We must learn to 
live without ownership.  To keep 
nothing that stops us from seeing 
God. 

 

 

“We were given scripture because we had forgotten to read the 

book of creation” 
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I am very keen to share a little of the wonderful experience 

last weekend (November 10th/11th) turned out to be.  I 

attended the ordination of a member of ofs who joined the 

Order in the South East region because those who knew 

him best were not able to go and it seemed right that ofsgb 

were present for this amazing and unusual event.  

Stuart was a member of the Hollington fraternity in the 

South East region.  He was elected local minister and 

served in this capacity even whilst in the process of moving 

to France. 

Stuart has lived in France for twelve years.  He moved to a 

tiny village in the Limousin region, about 45 minutes’ drive 

north of Limoges, with his wife, Carol. They planned to set 

up a small retreat centre, not as a profitable venture, but to 

serve.  For this they developed their home to provide extra 

bedroom space and a prayer/library space. Sadly, Carol 

died seven years’ ago.  She had already been active as a 

catechist in France. Stuart leads a prayer group for the 

expats who live nearby. 

Stuart and Carol have 5 children, the latest three to be 

born are triplets, 1 boy and 2 girls – Chris, Beth and Kate. 

They already had one daughter, Rachel, aged 6, and 

another, Rosie, aged 2, when the triplets were born. Stuart 

has an older son, Dan.   Now Stuart has 6 grandchildren 

with another birth imminent. 

Stuart set about improving his French.  After Carol died, 

he continued further studies and was ordained Deacon. He 

realised that he had a vocation to the Priesthood. For 

Stuart it was never going to be an option to take up more 

usual retirement activities. As we found out during the 

celebrations last weekend, Stuart and Carol have very good 

friends and relations in England who keep regular contact 

with the family there.  These mutual close friends have 

supported Stuart throughout these last hard years. 

Alongside the English friends and relatives, we discovered 

just how much his French community have warmed to 

Stuart and how delighted they are that he will be their 

priest.  There were 1,000 people in the congregation for 

Stuart’s ordination.  The Bishop included Stuart’s children 

in a special way, addressing them in English, to reassure 

them that they were not losing their father, just sharing 

him with many others. 

The ceremony was joyous, light and life-giving without 

detracting from the solemnity of the occasion.  The two 

people who led the singing involved everyone.  The Litany 

was particularly beautiful and we wanted to join in. I found 

it particularly moving when two of his children helped 

clothe him in the chasuble with the stole. 

The Bishop spoke of the importance of love throughout 

Stuart’s life.  He described Stuart as having 4 families – his 

wife and children, the Franciscans, his parish and 

surrounding area and, mindful of Remembrance Sunday, 

Stuart was now serving an even bigger family, the world, in 

his new status within the Church, committed to finding 

peace on earth. He noted Stuart’s obedience to the will of 

God, his openness to God’s call as he moved from disciple 

to pastor and son to father, father, in a special way, to his 

parishioners. 

I find Stuart an inspiration in our Franciscan family.  

Throughout the weekend he was humble and generous, 

interested in everyone else’s well-being.  He planned a 

meal for the visitors the day after his ordination and also 

organised entertainment that evening.  This on the day of 

his first Mass. 

We were late in making arrangements and expected to 

fend for ourselves.  Instead we were accommodated in the 

presbytery of the church in which he will do most of his 

work. 

 

 

 

ORDINATION  OF STUART AGNEW 

Paula Pearce OFS 

The following pages 

show photos of 

Stuart’s ordination, the 

church, his family and 

where he lives.   

 

Please keep Stuart and 

his family in your 

prayers.  
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Stuart with Rachel  

 

His Ordination Mass  

 

Stuart with Beth, Sean 

and little Emmy  
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Bringing vestments to clothe 

First Mass 



  8 

The Ordination was in La 

Collegiale Saint Pierre, Dorat  

which is located in  

mid-France, south of the Loire 

and slightly west of Paris the 

Haute Vienne Region.   

Very rural.  
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Hilda Delaney, OFS, Minister 

FRATERNITIES SHARING 
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Ashford—St Pio of  Pietrelcina 

Erith-Our Lady of the Angels 

Hollington—St Clare of Assisi 

In October we celebrated 10 years as a Fraternity, around 20 people attended from 

the South East Region and some visitors from St Teresa’s.  Fr Jesmond celebrated 

Mass.  Afterwards we had a small social gathering in the Parish Hall, a good time was 

had by all. 

Pope Francis 
speaking on the 
environment….. 

We are called to be 

protectors.  It means 

protecting all creation, 

the beauty of the created 

world, as the Book of 

Genesis tells us and St 

Francis of Assisi showed 

us.  (Mass of 

Inauguration). 

 

God intended this land 

for us but not so that we 

might destroy it and 

turn it into a 

wasteland...like St 

Francis of Assisi, all of 

us, as Christians, are 

called to watch over and 

protect the fragile world 

in which we live and all 

its peoples (E.G 215, 
Pat Lee OFS, St Clare Minister 

Mark Kennet OFS, St Pio Minister 

Our Fraternity has four professed members now as sadly Mary Sharp died on the 23rd 
September; she had been poorly for sometime and was in hospital towards the end.  Mary 
will be sadly missed for her wisdom and experience.  She had been a Secular Franciscan 
since 1972 and was one of the founder members of our Fraternity.   She was in Brighton 
Fraternity for many years and came to Hollington after they closed and she was our 
Minister until we were established.    Ray is getting better slowly and hopes to come back 
sometime next year.  We have a new Visitor, Tim, who some of you will have met at our 
Regional Meeting in October. 
 
In August we had a joyful meeting as Mags and David become Candidates. The meeting 
was held in a marquee, which was still in the convent garden for Sister Frances Teresa’s 
60th anniversary of her profession.  We were joined by Kathy, our Regional Minister, and 
four Poor Clares and two Friars!   
 
As our Fraternity is small and none of us have done the new Formation for Candidates 
we are doing it together at our Fraternity meeting.  We are so blessed with Sister Frances 
Teresa as she has such a great knowledge of  St Francis and St Clare and helps us all with 
our formation.    
 
We are trying to do more to become more environmental friendly and are doing little 
things like using bamboo toothbrushes, giving up shower-gel and hand wash, using 
organic soap, not buying products wrapped in plastic, eating less meat, and buying  local 
produce. 
 
Glenn, who is now living in France, keeps in touch with us and it is good to hear from 
him and how he is settling into his new life.   Stuart Agnew, who was our Minister for 
several years before moving to France,  was  in England in October making  an eight day 
retreat at the Poor Clares’ before his ordination to the sacred priesthood in November 
(see Paula’s article and photos).   
 

Find us on Facebook.  

St Bonaventure OFS 

At the moment we have eight professed members plus one who is doing formation.  Our 

elections took place on Sunday 18th November.  The results are: 

Minister:  Mary Nee Murrills 

Vice Minister:  Robert Mead 

Secretary: Richard Turner 

Treasurer:  Ann Allen 
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Croydon—St Mary of the Angels 

St Bonaventure Region South East England UK 
DIARY DATES 

2019 

Salvina Bartholomeusz OFS, Minister St Mary of the Angels 

  We had 11 relatively active members last year but sadly there have been various reasons for our numbers 
dwindling.  Now we have 6 active members and two whom we have only seen once due to ill health.  Also, Venetia 
returned to her homeland – Sri Lanka; Armel transferred to Waterloo Fraternity, London Region; Ann is now in 
residential care.  We still keep in touch with everyone by phone call, email and post – including two other members of 
our fraternity whom we have not seen a few years.  

At our fraternity Sunday 25 November the Parish Priest at our Seat came to visit and advise that he leaves for another 
parish this month.  We are hopeful, that with the incoming Parish Priest we may have security at last in that we do not 
wonder on a month to month basis if this parish will remain our seat – and that we can have a designated ‘quiet’ room 
for our fraternity meetings as for several years we have been allocated the prayer room which doubles up as the altar 
servers sacristy (twice during our time of occupying it each month) and a storage space for the choir and musicians 
equipment. 

We are blessed that the Deacon visits us for a few times in the year to have a chat and see how we are getting on as a 
fraternity. 

We continue to support JBMS as our chosen charity and were very sad indeed to learn of the death of Cecelia Brigstock 
whom we had a great relationship with.  We continue to keep in touch with her family as we support the cause. 

Another cause we have is the Detention Centre at Gatwick – we have in recent years purchased and donated altar vessels 
etc.  This year it will be hymn books as requested. 

In a neighbouring parish we have learned that there is now an OFM Conv so we hope to make contact with him and see 
what active relationship and support we can share. 

We support all the regional gatherings as they are a great way to keep in touch with our sisters and brothers, have fun 
and learn from each other as well as from any speakers who may be leading the day. 

We continue to look forward in hope of our fraternity growing not only in numbers but actively too as St Francis guides 

There are no dates known for next year other than Regional Executive Meeting on 14 January. 


