
Why go back to the Original Sources of the OFS Rule?

We have a wonderful, short, comprehensive and challenging Rule of which we can make 

sense.  That should be enough.

It is vital that we go back to our Rule regularly.  It is our way of life.  

Yet, especially as we are celebra�ng the 40th anniversary of the Rule it seemed the 

appropriate �me to understand well the origins of this Rule.  You will find in this copy of the 

annotated rule that the sources are listed in detail. This Rule of Life and Sources was previously 

issued some years ago in the ring binder en�tled “Rule of Life and Sources, Cons�tu�ons, Statutes, 

Ritual, CIOFS Circulars”,  and was also issued as a  booklet “Rule of Life and Sources”. 

You will find that there are references to two key documents of Va�can Council II, the document on 

the Church, Lumen Gen�um and the document of the role of the Laity in the Church,  Apostolicam 

Actuositatem.  We are laity, our profession commits us more deeply to our Church – as does our 

Franciscan mission, to rebuild the Church.

It should be challenging to read the address in 1956 of Pope Pius XII because the Church has 

a high expecta�on of the members of our Order – as many Popes have stated.  Already, in 1956, the 

need was there to take our commitment more seriously.  The Leonine Rule of 1883 Rule demanded 

rela�vely li6le of members.  The Church’s hopes for the Secular Franciscan Order, as we are today, 

exceed the demands of the 1883 Rule.  Footnote 9 refers us to another Pope, Paul VI, who also 

expected much of the Order.  Here there is men�on of poverty, of love for the Cross of Christ and 

asking us to support the Church.

There are many Scripture references and a selec�on of Franciscan sources.  There are also 

references to Canon Law.

These notes show that there is a desire for our Franciscan iden�ty to be recognisable, for us 

to appreciate be6er the role the Church would have us play, for us to know which Scriptural and 

Franciscan Source were selected for us and for us to come to believe that we are regarded as a real 

Order in the Church, with an approved Rule, supported by clergy and by our wider Franciscan family 

and that this is not something light or hidden.

I hope some fraterni�es are already going back to these rich sources and that they will prove

equally challenging and inspira�onal.

In these sources:

O refers to: St Francis of Assisi: Omnibus of Sources, ed. Marion A. Habib O.F.M. Fourth Revised 

Edition, Franciscan Press, Quincy University 1991

1FA:ED refers to: Francis of Assisi: Early Documents, Volume I: The Saint, ed. Regis J. Armstrong, 

O.F.M. Cap, et al, New City Press, 1999

2FA:ED refers to: Francis of Assisi: Early Documents, Volume II, ed. Regis J. Armstrong, O.F.M. Cap, et 

al, New City Press, 2000


