
Eulogy for Michael Hagger, 11th July, 2019.

I knew Michael for a number of years when we served the Secular 
Franciscan Order nationally, regionally and locally and when we worked 
together on the Open Learning Course for the Franciscan International 
Study Centre.

This tribute was made by a member of the Waterloo fraternity to which 
Michael belonged before moving to Kent.

Michael was a genuine, kind man who followed Saint Francis 
faithfully and was generous in sharing his faith.

All of us who knew Michael know that he was genuine.  Michael used his 
abilities to serve the Order and FISC.  He was honest and direct.  He 
knew his own capabilities and sought to apply them in faithful service to 
the Franciscans for as long as that was possible.  I know that he had 
continued to do printing for Ealing Abbey long after moving.

For FISC, he would mend things everyone else regarded as beyond 
repair and did maintenance work regularly despite severe health 
problems. Michael knew he could get down to the drains when anyone 
looking at his state of health would have thought it impossible. He 
printed service sheets for celebration of the Sacraments and various 
liturgies.

He maintained a concern for how the word of God was delivered by 
lectors, ranging from primary school age to Franciscan students, 
because he wanted whosever was reading to show understanding and 
speak clearly when they proclaimed the word of God. 

Michael was kind and generous.  He was kind as a local formator and in 
his service of local fraternities.  He made himself available when OFS 
members called him with IT queries, he used his trailer to transport large 
items for people, he grew the best tomatoes ever, sharing these and 
other tasty produce from his garden.  

He was generous with his time and, in recent years, in his considerable 
donations to help the local RC primary schools.

Following Saint Francis

Michael wanted people to know about St Francis.  To this end, he 
recorded and then printed many talks; he made pocket-size copies of 
the OFS rule; he printed a Franciscan hymn book for pilgrims; he printed 



the  4 large texts for the Open Learning programme at FISC doing all the 
necessary work concerning copyright for the required texts;. Michael had 
a particular vision for the OFS national fraternity, beavering away at 
standardising all the documentation used by OFS Fraternities and 
expended much energy in his efforts to bring members onside. He was 
meticulous to detail.  

Both these major works predate the move away from providing common 
texts that have to be printed. 

 Every member of the OFS nationally has particular reason to remember 
Michael with gratitude.  As acknowledged in our handbook:

“We express our gratitude to Michael Hagger who has worked so 
hard and patiently as our compiler.”

He worked to improve communications within the Franciscan family: He 
produced the Franciscan Directory for a number of years and made 
great efforts to maintain an accurate database of the OFS.  As our Vice 
National Minister said: In terms of my memories of Michael it would 
have to be that he pulled us into the 21st century world of IT. He 
gave us audio recording of talks so that absent members could 
also enjoy listening. Many of which I still have. He enabled printing 
of all manner of OFS material and he established a valuable 
database. He was always there in the background managing 
practical needs.

Michael was Registrar for the FISC Open Learning programme and 
served the Order as National Registrar. 

A previous Vice Minister wrote:

In recent years it was a pleasure to receive his patient and 
knowledgeable advice using the website. He was a one off beautiful 
eccentric human being, always for me a gentle soul. 

Many people associate St Francis with birds.  No-one who has known 
Michael in recent years can think of him without his constant companion, 
Frankie, the African grey parrot.  Frankie was often seen perched on 
Michael’s shoulder, but he was adept at answering the phone and 
speaking during a phone conversation you thought was to be with 
Michael. There was a time when Michael was still travelling with his 
constant companion that whoever encountered him would have to 
tolerate Frankie, even when he escaped to forbidden territory such as 



kitchens. Frankie and Michael stayed in an outbuilding in Pantasaph 
friary so Frankie could be accommodated with him.

No-one then at FISC can ever forget when the Centre took on 
Emergency/Crisis mode because Frankie had gone missing.  It was a 
tremendous relief when he turned up in a neighbouring close.

Michael a Lesser Brother

Michael spent little on himself.

Towards the end of his life the Headteacher of St Richard’s regularly 
brought the Eucharist to Michael.  Michael made a strong impression 
such that, as James wrote: 

I told Michael that it should be him giving me communion instead – 
but he just laughed and retold the story of how he had once felt the 
same – giving holy communion to a dying bishop – who just told 
him to “get on with it!”

I drove out every couple of weeks with the Eucharist and a 
sandwich lunch for us both (although Frankie always managed to 
share our lunch as well!) We would discuss the scripture and his 
preferences (always for the King James translation...)  

Before meeting him, James had expected someone old and infirm, 
but quickly discovered Michael was a man with many talents and 
sharp intellect.

I would like to end with this tribute from the Headteacher of St Richard’s:
I am very grateful to have known Michael, and for all the help and 
guidance he gave me before he died. As a mark of gratitude for 
what he has done for our school, we are naming our new outdoor 
classroom, ‘Hagger House.’ God bless you Michael.



Finally, this prayer was written by Michael

A prayer to the Holy Spirit for the grace to follow Jesus more 
closely.

Holy Spirit, Comforter, Counsellor, Companion and Friend,
I ask you for the grace to walk always in fellowship with you,
To walk with you as my guide and constant companion.
You who are the breath of God our loving Father,
Help me to conspire with you,
that I may truly and in all sincerity 
become a disciple of our beloved Jesus
and live the life of the kingdom of God,
after the example of blessed Francis of Assisi 
and all the saints who walked so closely with you.
Amen.


