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2. Fraternity & the Father

Fraternity to achieve communion—an essen-

tial element to accomplish the eternal project

of the Father.

° Christ’s “High Priestly Prayer” [John
17.1-26]: Jesus speaks of ‘unity’ or
‘communion’

In the Earlier Rule for the Friars we see the extent to which Francis uses
John I7 to tell us that the words, life, doctrine and 8ospel of Chyrist are ul-
timately all condensed in Jesus' High Priestly Prayer—

Let us, therefore, hold onto the words, the life, and the teaching of
the Holy Gospel of him who humbled himself to ask his Father for
us and to make his name known to us, Saying: ‘I:CIH]QP, qloril(q your name
cmc] qloni](g your Son SO H’:ai your Son may qloril(q you []7.]]. Faﬂ'ner’, I have moc]e your

name Lnown to ”19 men w|10m you |1<Jve given to me []76] _”\e worcls which you hove giv-
en to me | have given to H’:em; and ”191; have accepfec] them and know fpulq that | came
from you, and have believed that you sent me []7.8]. l pray for H’:em, not for the wopld, but
for those whom you have given me, because J[l]eq laelonq to you and all 1 have is yours
[]7.9ﬂ. Holq I:o”]er, profecf those in your name whom you have given to me, so that J[l]eq
may Ise one as we are []7,"]. l say H’:ese H’:inqs wl]ile s’[i” in ”19 wopld ﬂmf fheq may Imve
joy wiﬂ'nin ﬂ]@m. I gave fhem your wopcl; and ’[he woplcl ho’fed JIluem laecause fheq clo not lae-
|onq to the world jusf as | do not l)elonq to the world. | am not osLinq that you remove them

I(Pom H’:e WOP|C|, l)ujr H’ncnf you profecjf ﬂmm ](Pom ﬂme evil one []7,]4ﬂ. Sancfi](q JI|'|em in ﬂug
JIm’[l’n. Voup worcl is Jrruﬂ'n. As you Imve sent me info H’:e wor>|c|, SO I |1cwe sent Jr|1em info H’:e
woplcl. Ancl ](OP J[l]eir soLe I sancfil(q mqsell(, o) ﬂmf fheq may lae soncfil(ied in frufh. I pray
not onlq I(OP J[hese, Iauf cnlso ][OF ”1059 Wl]O Iaecause ol( fheip worcls wi” Ii)elieve in me []7.]7—
QO], so that H’neq may be comp'efelq one, and the world may know that you have sent me
and that you have loved them as you have loved me []7.23]. And | shall make your name
known fo fhem, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them and | may be

in fl’:em []726] Foﬂ]en, I wis|1 H’:ai w|'|er>e I am ﬂmse w|10m you Imve given me may Ise
wif|1 me, so ’r|m’r H’:eq may see your qlorq []7.24] in your Linqclom.,
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And in manifesting the eternal project of the Father for
mankind, and believers in particular, Jesus resorts to in-

creasingly engaging expressions in a crescendo reaching
the deepest communion in loads of talk of ‘ONENESS’?

Exactly—especially in verses 11, 21-23, 26. Thus, involvement
in the Trinitarian dialogue produces in believers a double com-

munion with Father & Son, and among ourselves.

This ‘communion’ - invisible in its root, becomes visible in its manifestations: ‘that the
world may know that you sent me, and you loved them even as you loved me.’ [17.23]

/\/

Jesus prays not only so that disciples may be united among themselves, but in order that
their unity may be the visible prolongation of the communion of love [éyonn] that is the
‘mystery of God’ himself.

/\/

Fraternity [as Francis perceives] is the prelude and essential premise to realise the
Eternal Project of the Father: the communion of all creatures with himself; in the heart

of the Holy Trinity.




