ORDO FRANCISCANUS SAECULAKIS

=Initial-Formation-for.Candidates =

Module 4: “PROFESSION”
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AGift-of-the-Spirit

[H-Celebration, Edcharist; Baptism &-Profession

So, how’s it going? Everything clear so far?

Not bad. Of course, the commis-
sion, as you call it, is from the
King [Christ himself] who calls us
by the Holy Spirit to become, if
you like, a part of this regiment
[OFS] in the Franciscan army
[Family] whose overall mission is
to ‘Repair the Church!”

Yeah, I think I’ve got it. I think
you’re saying getting professed is
more like getting a royal commis-
sion than enlisting? That being
done in the context of the mass
etc means its got the stamp of the
Church itself—a really serious
undertaking?

With God:
‘Mission Possible’!

Absolutely. Shall we go on?
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their
, 30]
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who
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us holy], which comes
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so that your grace will
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EVCHARIST

The mass, as the source & summit of our salva-
tion, is the right setting for Profession for in
it the Church associates the promise
[Profession] with the Eucharistic sacrifice

° the +true nature of candidates as both
priests & victims is made manifest: by prom-
ising to live the gospel 1life they make
themselves entirely available to God, plac-
ing their bodies [persons] on the altar of

Christ’s sacrifice

. from now on, every time

sion is being renewed

° Profession = not instantaneous,
act but new existential situation — commit-
ment for life; ‘person in a new state’

isolated,

mass, there is a sense in which that Profes-

° this ‘sacrifice’ confirms & seals the com-

mitment to live the gospel life

BAPTISM

Baptism makes us living members of the Church for by
it we are incorporated into Christ’s death & resur-
rection [Rom 6.3ff], and we are sealed with the prom-
ised Holy Spirit [Eph 1.13] as the Rule reminds us,
the relationship between baptism & Profession is fun-
damental:

‘They have been made living members of the Church by
being buried and raised with Christ in baptism; they
have been united more intimately with the Church by
Profession..” [Rule, 6], and so:

‘You have been made members of the People of God by
baptism...Do you wish to bind yourself more closely
to the Church & to work intently to rebuild the ec-
clesial community..? [Ritual II, 31] - where the re-
sponse is renewal of baptismal promises, & new conse-
cration in Profession

] Profession in the OFS helps one to live baptis-
mal grace & consecration with greater intensity
of commitment & diligence [Ritual I, 12]

° Profession, by its nature, is renovation of the
consecration & promises of baptism; Profession =
the ‘memorial of baptism’ [Gk ‘anamnesis’ = me-
morial/bringing to mind again by bringing past
to present: as in the mass ‘a memorial of
Christ’s death’ - the Real Presence]

. so, Profession makes baptism more fruitful,
stronger & richer [cf Lumen Gentium, 44a]




