12 Weeks of Franciscah Peace
October 3 — December 25
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Week 1, October 3 - 9: The thought for this week is Prayer. Article 8 of the OFS Rule begins: “As Jesus
was the true worshipper of the Father, so let prayer and contemplation be the soul of all they are and do.”

Prayer is first and foremost in our lives as followers of Jesus. Everything we do and say must be
embodied in a spirit of prayer. Author Henri Nouwen wrote, “When we sit down to pray, we enter the
presence of the God of peace who disarms our hearts, he said. We make our peace with God, and God
gives us the gift of peace.”

In the life of prayer, our wills and God’s grace act together. When we pray, we must surrender to the will
of God and not our own wills and wants. This can be difficult especially when we want our own way. Yet,
we must remember that God wants what is best for us and His ways are greater than our ways. Only God
can see the big picture.

At the very beginning of Francis’ conversion, he is living with a poor priest at the chapel of San
Damiano. His parents do not know where he is, so his father goes around the city inquiring about his son.
When he learns where Francis is, he calls together his friends and neighbors and goes down to San
Damiano.

Francis is still new in the service of Christ; so when he hears about his pursuers and knows they are
coming, he hides from his father’s anger by creeping into a secret cave which he has prepared as a hiding
place. There he stays for a whole month. He eats food brought to him secretly and prays continually with
tears that the Lord deliver him from persecution and grant him the fulfillment of his desire to serve him
alone.

He fasts and prays unceasingly, not trusting in his own strength but relying wholly on God,; and God
fills his soul with unspeakable joy and a wonderful light until, glowing with an inner radiance, he leaves
the cave, ready to face his persecutors. Light of heart, he climbs the road to Assisi.

When his friends and relatives spy him, they smother him with insults, calling him a fool and a madman,
and they hurl stones and mud at him.

But Francis, who has become God’s servant, pays them no heed. Indifferent to their insults, he thanks
God for everything.

Initially, Francis hides from his father’s anger by creeping into a secret cave which he has prepared as a
refuge. Like all of us at the beginning of the emergence of the true self, he fears his father’s anger, he
draws inward and hides, and he prays for the wrong thing because he does not as yet have the courage to
become himself. He prays that the Lord will deliver him from persecution and grant him the fulfillment of
his desire. He does not know as yet that the fulfillment of his desire involves persecution.

But because he perseveres, the Lord fills his soul with light, and he leaves the cave where he is hiding and
faces the insults and blows of his persecutors. In overcoming his shame, he discovers his true self and is
unmoved by persecution. And he thanks God for everything, not just for what is pleasant, such as his
misguided desire to be delivered from persecution. In acting, in facing the consequences of his
commitment to Christ, Francis learns to pray correctly. [From The Way of St. Francis by Murray Bodo,
OFM]

Psalm Fragment:
“The Lord has heard my supplication;

The Lord will receive my prayer.” ~ Psalm 6:9

Reflection Question: Do you pray for your will alone or for your will to meet God’s grace?



This week: Pray that your will and God’s grace will always meet — making you an instrument of the
Lord’s peace.

Prayer for the Week: The Peace Prayer

Lord, make me a channel of your peace,
where there is hatred, I may bring love;
where there is wrong, I may bring the spirit of forgiveness;
where there is discord, I may bring harmony,
where there is error, I may bring truth;
where there is doubt, I may bring faith,
where there is despair, I may bring hope;
where there are shadows, I may bring light;
where there is sadness, [ may bring joy.

Lord, grant that I may seek rather to comfort than to be comforted;
to understand, than to be understood;
to love, than to be loved.

For it is by self-forgetting that one finds.
1t is by forgiving that one is forgiven.
1t is by dying that one awakens to eternal life. Amen.
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Week 2, October 10 - 16: The thought for this week is Empathy. It has been said, “People will forget
what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.”

Empathy is the ability to imagine oneself in anther's place and understand the other's feelings, desires,
ideas, and actions; putting yourself in the shoes of the other. Instead of empathy, we tend instead to have a
strong urge to give advice or reassurance and to explain our own position or feeling. Empathy, on the
other hand, requires focusing full attention on the other person’s message. We give to others the time and
space they need to express themselves fully and to feel understood.

There was a time at the very beginning when Francis and his brothers lived at a place near Assisi
called Rivo Torto...

At Rivo Torto they fasted and did penance with all the enthusiasm and sometimes the imprudence of
novices in the life of the Spirit, as the following story shows.

One night, as they all lay sleeping soundly, a loud cry broke into their dreams: "l am dying! I am dying!
Help me!”

And the brothers, startled for their sleep, saw St. Francis already at the side of the terrified brother.
"What is it, brother? Tell me."

And though he was now embarrassed, the brother overcame shame and said: "Forgive me, Father
Francis; but I am dying of hunger."”



Then St. Francis immediately ordered the brothers to light a torch and go out and gather some herbs
and vegetables and whatever else they could find for all of them to have a good, nourishing meal. He said
this so that the poor brother would not have to be humiliated by eating alone.

And so all the brothers set themselves eagerly to the task of preparing a meal and then they all sat down
with the hungry brother and ate a midnight supper. [From Tales of St. Francis by Murray Bodo, OFM]

The key ingredient of empathy is presence: we are wholly present with the other party and what they are
experiencing. This quality of presence distinguishes empathy from either mental understanding or
sympathy.

Francis was not just sympathetic, but he empathized with the brother and gathered all the brothers so as
not to let this hungry brother be humiliated by eating alone.

Psalm Fragment:

“You will show me the path of life;

In Your presence is fullness of joy;,

At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” ~ Psalm 16:11

Reflection Question: When someone is in need, do you offer them your presence or your advice?

This week: Offer to be a minister of presence to someone who is hurting or in need and seek first to
understand them.

Prayer for the Week: “Lord, grant me the spirit of patience to be present to someone who is hurting or
in need. May I be Your presence to them. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
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Week 3, October 17 - 23: The thought for this week is Active Listening. When we hear, we hear with
just the ears. When we listen, we listen with the whole body — ears, eyes, heart, posture, mind — open and
empty.

Many people wrongly assume that listening is a passive process of being silent while another person
speaks. We may even believe that we are good listeners, but what we are often doing is listening
selectively, making judgments about what is being said, and thinking of ways to end the conversation or
redirect the conversation in ways more pleasing to ourselves.

So when [Joseph and Mary] did not find Jesus, they returned to Jerusalem looking for him. Now so it
was that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to
them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were astonished at his understanding and
answers. [Luke 2:45-47]



The work of active listening takes place up in your head; requiring a disciplined effort to silence all the
internal conversation while attempting to listen to another human being. It requires a sacrifice, an
extension of oneself, to block out the noise and truly enter another person’s world — even for a few
minutes. Active listening is attempting to see things as the speaker sees them and attempting to feel things
as the speaker feels them. This identification with the speaker is referred to as empathy and requires a
great deal of effort.

Our Lord Jesus was an active listener, just as his mother. It took great discipline to listen to the words of
the angel Gabriel. Mary did not hear what she wanted to hear; she listened to the words, asked a clarifying
question, then gave her fiat — her yes to God. You must truly listen in order to properly respond.

Psalm Fragment:
“Oh, that My people would listen to Me,
That Israel would walk in My ways! ~ Psalm 81:13

Reflection Question: When was the last time you sat down in quiet and listened to God speak to your
heart?

This week: Be mindful about listening to the conversations you are engaged in — without interrupting or
distractions. Then, spend some quiet time actively listening to God in the Scriptures.

Prayer for the Week:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,

Because He has anointed Me

To preach the gospel to the poor,

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,

To proclaim liberty to the captives

And recovery of sight to the blind,

To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. [Luke 4:18-19]
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Week 4, October 24 — 30: The thought for this week is Compassion. Author Robert Wright said, “In the
beginning there was compassion.”

Compassion is the recognition of another person’s suffering accompanied by the disposition to alleviate
that suffering. Compassion is a type of feeling where you tend to feel for the person concerned. You
strongly feel sorry for the state of a person without attempting to know what is there in his or her mind.
Without even understanding the intensity of his or her problem or predicament you simply feel sorry for a
person; which is different from empathy. But compassion has a second component: to alleviate that
suffering. You witness the suffering of another, and your heart is moved to do something about it. You
move from empathy to compassion; from the feeling to the action.



“But when Jesus saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary
and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.” [Matt 9:36]

“So Jesus had compassion and touched their eyes. And immediately their eyes received sight, and they
followed him.” [Matt 20:34]

Compassion moves us from something to something else: from empathy to action. Jesus was moved with
compassion and he did something about it. Being a bearer of peace, it is not enough to be your brother’s
or sister’s keeper; you are your brother and your sister. They belong to you and you belong to them in the
Kingdom of God.

Mother Teresa said, “If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other.”

Psalm Fragment:
“He has made His wonderful works to be remembered;
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion.” ~ Psalm 111:4

Reflection Question: When was the last time you were moved with compassion? What did you do about
it?

This Week: Keep in mind that we belong to each other and let compassion guide your day.

Prayer for the Week: “Most High and glorious God, lighten the darkness of my heart and give me sound
faith, firm hope, and perfect love. Let me, Lord, have the right feelings and knowledge, so that I can carry
out the task that you have given me in truth. Amen.” ~ St. Francis, after the Crucified Lord told him to
repair the Church.
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Week 5, October 31 — November 6: The thought for this week is Evangelical Love. St. Bernard the
Abbot stated: “Love is sufficient of itself, it gives pleasure by itself and because of itself. It is its own
merit, its own reward. Love looks for no cause outside itself, no effect beyond itself. Its profit lies in its
practice.... For when God loves, all he desires is to be loved in return; the sole purpose of his love is to
be loved, in the knowledge that those who love him are made happy by their love of him.”

Unconditional love, or agapé, rooted in behavior toward others without regard to their due is the love with
which Jesus loves and speaks; Gospel love: agapé. This is the love that expects nothing from the one
loved. It is the love of deliberate choice.

Jesus left us two great Commandments: Love God and love our neighbor as ourselves. So, the greatest
commandment is to love. It does seem a little silly to try to command somebody to feel a certain way for
someone else. But Jesus is saying that we ought to behave well toward them. I cannot always control how
I feel about other people but I am in control of how I behave toward other people.



Saint Francis went about loving the brothers and sisters of Assisi. He greeted each one with “Pace e
bene!” “Peace and good!” When you can greet another with the greeting of peace, then you will not have
malice in your heart.

Thomas Merton wrote, “The beginning of love is to let those we love be perfectly themselves, and not to
twist them to fit our own image. Otherwise we love only the reflection of ourselves we find in them.”

Psalm Fragment:

“The Lord opens the eyes of the blind;

The Lord raises those who are bowed down;
The Lord loves the righteous.” ~ Psalm 146:8

Reflection Question: How many people have you acknowledged today with a greeting of peace?

This Week: I will love as Jesus loves — expecting nothing in return and only wanting the best for the
person loved. Journal how this experience affected you.

Prayer for the Week:

“I will extol You, my God, O King;

And I will bless Your name forever and ever.

Every day I will bless You,

And I will praise Your name forever and ever.

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;

And His greatness is unsearchable.” [Psalm 145:1-3]
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Week 6, November 7 - 13: The thought for this week is Mindfulness. Author James Baraz said,
“Mindfulness is simply being aware of what is happening right now without wishing it were different;
enjoying the pleasant without holding on when it changes (which it will); being with the unpleasant
without fearing it will always be this way (which it won’t).”

Mindfulness is not thinking, interpreting, or evaluating; it is an awareness of perception. It is a purposeful,
nonjudgmental state of mind which does not anticipate the future or reflect back on the past. Any activity
can be done with mindfulness — talking on the telephone, cleaning your home, driving, working, and
exercising. Being mindful, you are fully present to this moment — which is the only moment you have —
being focused on what you are doing, knowing why you are doing it.

“As I practice mindfulness, I am not undertaking my own spirituality. I am not forsaking the world or
turning my back on action for justice and peace. On the contrary, I am helping the nonviolent
transformation of the world led by the spirit of peace.



“The world does not need more chaos. The world needs peace. We cannot offer peace to the world if we
lack inner peace ourselves, and mindfulness is a key ingredient to daily inner peace.

“Whether in a hermitage, a busy office, a crowded subway, a prison cell, or a war zone, mindfulness can
help us experience in the present the peace we long for.... In a mindless world of violence, mindfulness
makes all the difference. It transforms our inner peace into radiant public action. In this light, we see
enough to take the next step, and walk forward in our war-torn world offering the wisdom of peace.”

~ From Living Peace by John Dear, SJ

Psalm Fragment:

“The Lord has been mindful of us,

He will bless us; He will bless the house of Israel;
He will bless the house of Aaron.” ~ Psalm 115:12

Reflection Question: Are you mindful in each of the daily tasks you undertake? Or, are you distracted
and allow your mind to wander?

This Week: Practice being mindful in every activity you undertake. Avoid multi-tasking and focus on
mindfully attending to one activity at a time. Notice how you are feeing as you are being mindful. Journal
your experience.

Prayer for the Week:

God of Peace, thank you for the gift of your great love and all that you give to me. Grant me the grace
and the courage to live a life of mindfulness so that I may be faithful to the Gospels and to the mission of
peace. Holy Spirit, help me to be an instrument of peace and love to all I come in contact with. Guide me
along the way of mindful nonviolence and disarm my heart that I may be more like your Son, Jesus; in
whose name I make this prayer. Amen.
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Week 7, November 14 - 20: The thought for this week is Humility. In his Canticle of the Creatures,
Francis writes: “Praise and bless my Lord, and give him thanks,; And serve him with great humility.”

Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it’s thinking of yourself less. It is knowing your place before
God, and taking it. Being humble is a true knowing of yourself and your limitations. Humility is about
being real and authentic with people and discarding the false masks. Those who see themselves as they
truly are would surely be humble indeed.

South African pastor Andrew Murray once said, “Humility is perfect quietness of heart. It is to expect
nothing, to wonder at nothing that is done to me, to feel nothing done against me. It is to be at rest when
nobody praises me, and when I am blamed or despised. It is to have a blessed home in the Lord, where |
can go in and shut the door, and kneel to my Father in secret, and am at peace as in a deep sea of
calmness, when all around and above is trouble.”



When you have a modest view of your own importance, then God can enter into your littleness and create
great and mighty works.

Psalm Fragment:
“And in Your majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility, and righteousness;
And Your right hand shall teach You awesome things.” ~ Psalm 45:3-5

Reflection Question: Where in your life do you need to humble yourself before the Lord and, before
others?

This week: Take a word of advice from the Greek philosopher Epictetus: If anyone tells you that a certain
person spoke ill of you, do not make excuses about what was said of you but answer, “He was ignorant of
my other faults or else he would have mentioned those as well!”

Prayer for the Week: Blessing (Given to Brother Leo at La Verna)
May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord show his face to you and have compassion on you!
May he turn his face to you and give you peace! Amen.
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Week 8, November 21 - 27: The thought for this week is Poverty. When we think of poverty, we tend to
think of giving up the things we love. But for Franciscans, poverty means detaching from that which
holds you bound. It means surrendering to God’s will and letting go of your own will and want; especially
those things that keep you from living Gospel values.

One day, while he was riding on horseback through the plain that lies below the town of Assisi, he came
upon a leper. This unforeseen encounter struck him with horror. But he recalled his resolution to be
perfect and remembered that he must first conquer himself if he wanted to become a knight of Christ. He
slipped off his horse and ran to kiss the man. When the leper put out his hand as if to receive some alms,
Francis gave him his money and a kiss. Immediately mounting his horse, Francis looked around; but
although the open plain stretched clear in all directions, he could not see the leper anywhere. Filled with
wonder and joy, he began devoutly to sing God’s praises, resolving from this always to strive to do
greater things in the future...

From that time on he clothed himself with the spirit of poverty, a sense of humility and a feeling of
intimate devotion. Formerly he used to be horrified not only by close dealings with lepers but by their
very sight, even from a distance; but now he rendered humble service to the lepers with human concern
and devoted kindness...

He visited their houses frequently, generously distributed alms to them and with great compassion kissed
their hands and their mouths. (St. Bonaventure, Legenda Major)

Pope Francis exhorts, “Do not be afraid to go and to bring Christ into every area of life, to the fringes of
society, even to those who seem farthest away, most indifferent.” And, Saint Francis tells us, “Remember
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that when you leave this earth you can take nothing of what you have received, but only what you have
given: a full heart, enriched by honest service, love, sacrifice, and courage.”

Psalm Fragment:

“I maintain a pure lifestyle,

so I can appear before your altar, O Lord,

to give you thanks, and to tell about all your amazing deeds.” Psalm 26:6-7

Reflection Question: What thoughts or beliefs are you attached to that keeps you from “trusting in the
presence of the divine seed in everyone” (Art. 19)?

This week: Think about the “stuff” you are attached to or are having difficulty letting go. Resolve to give
one thing away to someone in need. Journal your experience.

Prayer for the Week:

God, give me grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot be changed,
Courage to change the things which should be changed,

and the Wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.

Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time,

Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace,

Taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it,

Trusting that You will make all things right, if I surrender to Your will,

So that I may be reasonably happy in this life,

And supremely happy with You forever in the next. Amen. (Reinhold Niebuhr)
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Week 9, November 28 — December 4: The thought for this week is Kindness. Mother Teresa said, “/
would rather make mistakes in kindness and compassion than work miracles in unkindness and
hardness.”

Kindness is the quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate. Being kind is a choice that we must
make each and every day. It can be a difficult choice especially when others are not being very kind to
you. But this is where we exercise our holiness, our being “set apart” from those who choose not to follow
the Gospels. We do not think we are better than; we choose to behave as Jesus in the manner of Saint
Francis.

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “The simplest acts of kindness are by far more powerful than a thousand
heads bowing in prayer.” Yes, people will forget what you said. People will also forget what you did. But
they will never forget how you made them feel. Small and random acts of kindness cost nothing — except
time and love.

“The smallest act of kindness is worth more than the greatest intention.” ~ Kahlil Gibran
10



Psalm Fragment:

“For His merciful kindness is great toward us,
And the truth of the Lord endures forever.
Praise the Lord!” ~ Psalm 117:1-2

Reflection Question: What is one small act of kindness you can do right now? So... go and do it!

This week: Practice small and random acts of kindness — for no reason: Smile at someone you don’t
know. Give a lonely stranger a hug. Buy someone a hot cup of herbal tea. Journal your experience.

Prayer for the Week: Lord, may I be a living expression of your kindness — each and every day;,
especially when someone is being unkind towards me. I make this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Week 10, December 5 - 11: The thought for this week is Silence. Can you tolerate the silence? Silence is
more than just the complete absence of sound.

Mother Teresa said, “In the silence of the heart, God speaks. If you face God in prayer and silence, God
will speak to you. Then you will know that you are nothing. It is only when you realize your nothingness,
your emptiness, that God can fill you with Himself. Souls of prayer are souls of great silence.”

In silence, things are happening. God is speaking as you are emptying; and as you are emptying, God is
filling you up with Himself. In our busy society, it has become more difficult to turn off all of the noise
and gadgets and completely shut down and fall still. This is part of who we are called to be. If we are to
follow Jesus in the manner of Saint Francis, then we must turn off all of the noise and fall still. Jesus and
Francis both took the time to steal away from the others to become one with the Father in solitude and
silence. This was when they were being emptied in order to allow God fill them with His holy will.

“It is fair to say that if you never spend time with another person you would be hard pressed to justify
describing yourself as being in relationship with the other. In order to foster a healthy and meaningful
relationship with someone, time must be set aside during which the other person is your focus and your
presence to each other takes priority.” ~ From Dating God: Live and Love in the Way of St. Francis
by Daniel P. Horan, OFM

Make spending quiet time with the Lord your focus and priority, then see how your other relationships

improve. The Sufi poet Rumi said, “In silence there is eloquence. Stop weaving and see how the pattern
improves.” Turn off the noise, quiet the busyness in your day, fall still and see how the pattern improves.

And then speak, but only if it improves the silence!
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Psalm Fragment:

“God of Zion, to you even silence is praise.
Promises made to you are kept —
you listen to prayer —
and all living things come to you.” ~ Psalm 65:1-2

Reflection Question: If you turned off your Smartphone or your mobile devices for one hour, what would
you be missing? Is that worth one hour with the Lord?

This week: For one hour, turn off all the noise and electronic gadgets and fall still before the Lord.
Slowly and reverently recite the Lord’s Prayer and the Peace Prayer. Journal your experience.

Prayer for the Week:

“O Lord, you examine me and know.

You know when I sit down and when I get up;

even from far away you understand my motives.

You carefully observe me when I travel or when I lie down to rest;
you are aware of everything I do.” (Psalm 139: 1-3)
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Week 11, December 12 - 18: The thought for this week is Conversion. Article 7 of the OFS Rule begins:
“United by their vocation as ‘brothers and sisters of penance’ and motivated by the dynamic power of the
gospel, let them conform their thoughts and deeds to those of Christ by means of that radical interior
change which the gospel calls ‘conversion.” Human frailty makes it necessary that this conversion be
carried out daily.”

Conversion means to change (something) into a different form, so that it can be used in a different way.
This is an awesome definition. Conversion is not just changing from something to something else; but
also that it may be used in a different way. This second part is key: to be used in a different way — to go
from Gospel to life and life to Gospel.

Conversion is not a one-time event. Our Rule says, human frailty makes it necessary that this conversion
be carried out daily. Each day, we will revert back to what we know, to what is comfortable. This is the
result of human frailty. Don’t beat yourself up because you have not “arrived.” While we are human, we
will fall. But the good news is that God is there to pick us up again, if we so desire.

English clergyman John Bunyan calls conversion “wounding work™; it is a constant breaking of the heart.
But without the wounding, without the breaking, there can be no radical change.

“To say, “I’'ve been converted and that’s that,” is to say you have decided to quit growing. If life is about
anything, it is about growing. The day I quit changing and learning is the day I die.” ~ Steve Goodier,
Author and Minister.
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“God demands a conversion of the mind and heart as the basis of peace and security” (cf. Is 26:3).

Psalm Fragment:
“Create in me a clean heart, O God,
And renew a steadfast spirit within me...

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
And uphold me by Your generous Spirit.” ~ Psalm 51: 10, 12

Reflection Question: What are the small, daily conversions in your life? How are you used in a different
way because of them?

This week: Think about where the Lord may be calling you to conversion in your daily life and wanting
to use you in a different way. Journal any new awarenesses.

Prayer for the Week: “My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of
me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that
I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please
you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all that [ am doing. I hope that I will never do
anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road though I
may know nothing about it. Therefore will I trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the
shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils
alone. Amen” (Thomas Merton)
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Week 12, December 19 - 25: The thought for today is Peace. Peace Activist Claude Thomas writes:
“Peace is not an idea. Peace is not a political movement, not a theory or a dogma. Peace is a way of life:
living mindfully in the present moment.... We must simply stop the endless wars that rage within...
Imagine, if everyone stopped the war in themselves — there would be no seeds from which war could
grow.”

Peace is a gift before it becomes a task. It is gift from our Lord Jesus: “My peace I bequeath to you, my
own peace I give to you. A peace the world cannot give, this is my gift to you” (John 14:27). We have
been gifted with the peace of the Lord; with his own peace. It is a gift that no one else can give to you. Sit
and meditate on that rare and precious gift.

It happened, three years prior to his death, that Francis decided to celebrate at the town of Greccio the
memory of the birth of the Child Jesus with the greatest possible solemnity, in order to arouse devotion.
So that this would not be considered a type of novelty, he petitioned for and obtained permission from the
Supreme Pontiff.
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He had a manger prepared, hay carried in and an ox and an ass led to the spot. The brethren are
summoned, the people arrive, the forest amplifies with their cries, and that venerable night is rendered
brilliant and solemn by the multitude of bright lights and by the resonant and harmonious hymns of
praise.

The man of God stands before the manger, filled with piety, bathed in tears, and overcome with joy. A
solemn Mass is celebrated over the manger, with Francis, a levite of Christ, chanting the holy Gospel.
Then he preaches to the people standing around him about the birth of the poor King, whom, whenever he
means to call him, he called in his tender love, the Babe from Bethlehem. (St. Bonaventure, Legenda
Major)

In his Testament, Francis tells us that “the Lord revealed a greeting to me that we should say: ‘May the
Lord give you peace.”” Saint Bonaventure recalls, “At the beginning and end of every sermon [Francis]
announced peace, in every greeting he wished for peace.” Both Francis and Clare greeted the people of
Assisi with Pace e Bene! Peace and Good! As Franciscans, peace must be at the center of all our comings
and goings.

Psalm Fragment:
“The mountains will bring news of peace to the people,
and the hills will announce justice.” ~ Psalm 72:2-4

Reflection Question: When are you not being peace, even if you might be doing peace?

This Week: Greet everyone you meet with “Peace and Good!” Take a sacred pause to meditate on the
solemnity of the nativity of Our Lord, the poor King.

Prayer for the Week:

“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God” (Mt 5:8). Lord, grant me true purity of heart that 1
may look down upon the things of earth and seek the things of heaven, and never cease to adore and
behold the Lord God living and true with a pure heart and soul. (cf. Admonitions of Saint Francis)
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