
 

Building Friendships between Muslims and Christians, 

after the manner of St. Francis and the Sultan 

On Saturday October 6th 2018 the TSSF of South Wales arranged a 

day on the theme of St. Francis and the Sultan at Margam Abbey, 

near Port Talbot and kindly invited us (Secular Franciscans) to 

attend. Only Geoff and I were able to go but we received a very 

warm welcome.                                                                                                                                            

It began with John Evans TSSF, Wales Area Minister retelling the 

encounter of St. Francis of  Assisi and Sultan Malik Al Kamil( Nephew of Saladin) at 

Damietta, Egypt in 1219. Mention was made of the recent film about this subject. 

Although many Franciscans are very familiar with this event it is almost unknown 

outside the Franciscan family. 

We were then introduced to Ameira Bahadur Kutkut, a young Muslim woman from 

Cardiff. She is a chaplain at Cardiff Metropolitan University, has an MA, PG Dip and BA 

and is pursuing a PHD. Ameira was funny, charming and a very engaging speaker. In an 

easily understandable way she explained what she, as a Muslim believed in:                       

God, Angels, Prophets, written revelation, a relationship with God, a final day of 

justice and God’s Omnipotence.                                                                                                                        

Her life is underpinned by The Pillars of Islam: 1. Sincerely stating the Muslim 

profession of Faith.  2.  Prayer- Five prescribed prayer times a day.  3. Fasting 

(Ramadan).                                                                                                                              4. 

Compulsory Alms (2 ½% tax on savings held for over a year).  5. Pilgrimage (Haj). 

In preparing to meet us, Ameira researched the presence of Muslims in Wales which 

goes back a very long time. A coin was minted by King Offa in the 8th century that bore 

the name of Offa and the Muslim declaration of Faith. It is an imitation of a dinar from 

the time of Caliph Al Mansour, struck AD 773-74. Another interesting thing she 

discovered  was that a Muslim name Lalys, a captive brought from Palestine by Richard 

De Granville in the 12th century was the architect who worked on Neath Abbey. 

 Most interesting was her sharing of what life for her as a Muslim woman, so a very 

visible Muslim, can be like in Wales today. It can mean threats, abuse, even violence for 

some; but it also provides an opportunity of encounter and mutual respect. When 

Ameira sees other women who wear a headscarf or hijab there is a sense of the familiar, 

of belonging - “They are like me,” or “These women share my beliefs”.  This can give a 

sense of Sisterhood and likewise the greeting “Salaam Alaikum, Peace be unto You”, 

reinforces that common ground.  We know from our use of the Tau and the Peace 

greeting, that this builds fraternity and strengthens our fraternal bonds. When asked 

what we can do as Franciscan Christians to reach out to Muslims, the women 

particularly; she said just smile, say hello in the supermarkets and speak to their 



children kindly. We all love that. Also, if a Muslim family moves into your street, let 

them know they are welcome, say hello.  Ameira’s story, her efforts to run a home, raise 

her children well, instil in them love of God, practice of their faith and hold down a 

challenging job as a University Chaplain was inspiring.        

Unlike our current experience in our churches in Wales, Islam is made up of mainly 

young people from many different cultures. Some are very active in the world, others do 

their work and live family life. We can chose to encounter them as Francis did, engaging 

in dialogue marked by courtesy and gentleness.                                                                         

Francis sought to bring Christianity to the Sultan in an effort to convert him. Through 

dialogue, living in the camp and listening to the people he met, Francis learned much. 

These too were brothers and sisters, creatures of the Creator and they praised their 

maker too. Although very disappointed that he could not change the hearts of the 

crusaders or bring the Sultan to Christ, Francis  returned to Italy and at La Verna he 

composed the Prayer known as Praises of God- “You are holy, Lord, the only God, You do 

wonders.You are strong, You are great, You are the most high,….” Francis begged that the 

Friars also call the people to pray at times throughout the day. The Angelus bell is 

familiar to us all from that time.  

During lunch we deepened existing friendships and made new ones. 

We then met Jim Stewart MA, BA (a doctoral student, Interfaith Studies). He explained 

that he was born in Newport then lived in Canada till his return to Wales as an adult, his 

wife is from Eritrea. During his talk Jim suggested many ways Christians could be 

present in the support and protection of persecuted minorities.                                                                            

He advised us to be objective when the media presents something, question and double 

check reports to discover the facts before reacting.                                                                            

After hearing about the forced conversion of Muslims in the Central African Republic 

Jim has been involved writing letters, joining peace vigils against right wing Mosque 

invasions and got to know people in the communities affected. He suggested that we 

could invite people for meals, attend events aimed at encouraging interfaith friendships, 

promote co-existence. An effective video was mentioned, but I need to get details.       

There is a local group of Cytun: Churches together in Wales, made up of members of 

fifteen Christian denominations.                                                                                                              

Jim’s enthusiasm and commitment to dialogue and positive encounters with other 

Christians as well as other faiths encouraged us to do more. 

The afternoon concluded with the TSSF members celebrating the Eucharist in the 

Cistercian Abbey and renewing their commitment. We left them with warm embraces 

and much hope. 

Angela Bradley OFS 

 



 

 

 


