
Our Regional Newsletter 
 

This is where we share our important 
events and information about our Region.  
Our newsletter helps tie us together as a 
community. So we have given it a name.  

 
 
 

 

The local fraternity...becomes the basic 
unit of the whole Order and a 

visible sign of the Church, the community 
of love. This should be the privileged 

place for developing 
a sense of Church and the Franciscan 

vocation and for enlivening the apostolic 
life of its members. 

From the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order 

Issue 29 Easter 2019 

http://www.slr-ofs.org/our-rule.html
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Peace demonstration during Brexit vote 

Kathy Maskens OFS, St Bonaventure Regional Minister 

Pope Francis made this 

intervention after 

listening to one of the 

women speakers at the 

Summit on Protection of 

Minors…. 

 

“To invite a woman to speak 

about the wounds of the 

Church is to invite the Church 

to speak about itself, the 

wounds it has.  This is the 

step we need to take most 

strongly: the woman is the 

image of the Church, who is 

woman, wife and mother.  

Without this, we speak of the 

people of God as an 

organisation, maybe as a 

union,  but not as a a family 

birthed by the mother 

Church. 

 

It’s not about giving women 

more roles in the Church, it’s 

about integrating women as a 

figure of the Church in our 

thoughts.  And to also think 

of the Church with the 

categories of a woman.  

Thank you for your 

testimony.” 

 

On Monday March 11th Salvina and I 

travelled to London to meet outside 

Parliament. There have been some very 

significant votes this week, against a 

backdrop of incidents described in the 

news that demonstrate a country in pain 

and needing prayer. We had no idea how 

many people would be there or what the 

response would be. Jamie, the National 

Minister of the Society of St. Francis 

(TSSF) had suggested the gathering and we 

were responding. The evening was dry with 

a cool wind and it was already dark. There 

were lots of people milling around, 

including a 

passionate 

“Remainer” 

campaigner friend 

of mine, from the 

West Country, who 

I just happened to 

see. Is there any 

such thing as 

coincidences? 

Police were in 

bright vests and 

blue and yellow EU 

flags were waving all round. Then I spotted 

our brothers and sisters, a small ground of 

7 people, some wearing Franciscan habits 

were standing in a circle with candles in 

their hands. It was a quiet group amid all 

the activity. It reminded me very much of 

those times when I used to gather with my 

family as a child, to play Christmas carols 

in the streets in the evenings around 

Christmas; a symbol of hope and of Christ’s 

presence, when the world is distracted by 

worldly things. More people came to join 

us. They were not Franciscan’s but had felt 

the urge to come and pray outside 

parliament too. A bit like the wise men who 

had decided to follow the star! 

I was also struck by another kind of 

symbolism, something quite historic, that I 

feel we should cherish. Here were we, a 

small group from 4 different Franciscan 

Orders, Anglican and Catholic, praying for 

peace, reconciliation and unity outside 

Parliament. A physical place where in 

history people of faith have been in 

tremendous conflict. But here we had come 

together.  

This was also our own moment of healing; 

the peace and reconciliation that needs to 

come about in our country was acted out in 

our own faith and the Franciscan family 

was able to demonstrate this there and 

then. We prayed for peace in the heart first 

for peace must start first on a very 

personal, heartfelt level. 

We decided to share Compline together. It 

was spontaneous. We considered our 

common prayer and 

took out our phones, 

ever present in this day 

and age, we opened the 

specific app for evening 

prayer and noticed that 

we each had a slightly 

different version of the 

same prayers! Like 

members of the same 

family who haven’t seen 

each other for a long 

time, some of the words 

we used to communicate were a little 

different but still meant the same thing. 

One of the Anglican Friars sang the hymn 

on the Catholic Universalis in plain song, 

an ancient form of worship from a very 

modern device. Then, to conclude, joy of 

joys, for me anyway, we sang the Salve 

Regina, Anglicans and Catholics together 

singing the Hail Holy Queen. A family 

coming together again and sharing a 

common Christian voice in a Secular world.  

This was a wonderful moment, shared not 

just by us, I believe but by our heavenly 

family too. We thought we were praying for 

one thing but perhaps the Lord had us 

there for a very specific and more personal 

reason. As Franciscans Together we have a 

voice that can be heard more clearly.  How 

blessed we are to have such a great and 

extended Franciscan family in the UK, such 

an opportunity and a blessing.  

 



The Mystical City of God  

Book review 

The Hope of Lent 
 

A  reflection  

We might think that the 

hope of Lent has to do 

with our hope that we will 

get through it, that we 

will come to the end of it.  

We see Lent as an 

obstacle course we need 

to navigate in order to get 

to the great feast of 

Easter.  

But while the Lenten 

season is indeed 

preparation for our 

Easter celebration, the 

hope of this season is that 

we will find our lives 

transformed by the many 

ways we encounter God’s 

Word, by the richness of 

the Scripture readings 

chosen to encourage, to 

challenge, to confront, to 

comfort.  

Focusing only on the end 

goal would cause us to 

miss so much along the 

way. 

The greatest hope of Lent 

is the discovery that it’s 

not only about penance, 

deprivation, spiritual 

struggles, and rooting out 

sin in our lives. Those are 

often the things we do 

during Lent. 

 But the hope of Lent lies 

in what God does for us.   

We can see many 

wonderful examples in 

the lives of the saints, and 

in the life of John 

Bradbourne, whose 

biography by Didier 

Rance is reviewed in this 

issue of our newsletter. 
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Mark Kennett OFS, St Bonaventure Regional Formation Minister 

 

Some time ago the Rev Barry Barton 

Deacon at St Pauls Dover gave a homily 

praising the contents of this book which is 

a lengthy set of revelations concerning the 

life of Mary. Naturally I was intrigued and 

duly bought a copy.  

Mary of Agreda was born on 2nd April 

1602 in the small town of Agreda near 

Tarazona in Spain. In 1617 she entered 

the convent of the discalced Franciscan 

Nuns in the Convent of the Immaculate 

Conception in 

Agreda. In 1625 she 

became Abbess and 

remained so apart 

from one short 

intermission until 

she died in 1665. Her 

reputation for 

prudence and 

foresight spread 

beyond the convent 

walls. People of high 

rank within the 

Church sought her 

counsel. King Philip of Spain visited her 

several times and sought her guidance 

about national affairs many times. 

More importantly for us students in the 

Franciscan school she was considered to 

be a faithful copy of St Francis. Her 

truthfulness, sincerity, humility and love 

of God and mankind made her a suitable 

vessel for receiving messages from God 

concerning Our Lady’s life and purpose. 

The book is divided into 8 books with 

varying numbers of chapters. Book one 

and two deal with why God revealed the 

life of Mary in our times. It then 

continues with accounts of Creation, The 

Fall of Man, Our Lady’s parents Joachim 

and Anne, The Immaculate Conception 

and the birth of Mary and her childhood 

years up until the Incarnation. Hereafter 

it follows the timeline of the New 

Testament seen through the eyes of Mary. 

What have I learnt from the reading of 

this book?  In scripture there is little said 

of her and rightly so the New Testament 

is concerned primarily with the life and 

death of Christ.  

Rule 9 from our rule 

The Virgin Mary, humble servant of the 

Lord, was open to his every word and call. 

She was embraced by Francis with 

indescribable love and declared advocate 

and protectress of his 

family, the Secular 

Franciscans should 

express their ardent love 

for her by imitating her 

complete self-giving and 

by praying earnestly and 

confidently 

What we are given in this 

book is an insight into 

the daily life of Mary, her 

prayer life, simple 

lifestyle, obedience to the 

will of God and what it is 

to be completely holy and without sin. It 

is presented in such a way that allows the 

reader to develop a relationship with Our 

Lady.  

We get to get a feel for her personality, 

the details of her life, not just the holy 

things but also the mundane aspects daily 

life.  

For instance, how the couple spent time 

devoutly cleaning the cave at Bethlehem 

before Christs birth. In all I feel I know 

her better as the Mother of our Lord. 

At the end of each chapter there are 
words of advice from Mary to sister Mary 
of Agreda on how to follow her example.  

I suggest these could be used for our own 
personal reflection and so better 
understand Rule 9. 



REGIONAL  GATHERING ASHFORD MARCH 23RD 
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Mary Whitehead OFS 

John Bradburne: Vagabond of God 

Our Regional Gathering began with 

Mass.  Following a welcome coffee 

break, Mark Kennett our Regional 

Formator,  introduced the theme of the 

day as Formation and explained we are 

exploring new ways of growing in 

holiness.  We then began to discuss 

how we can be inspired to grow in the 

likeness of Francis and Clare and Mark 

reiterated the importance of daily 

prayer and spiritual reading 

particularly from the Franciscan source 

books. 

Mark read an extract from Celano 

(Chapter IX…when he had heard the 

gospel and left behind everything..) 

where Celano describes St Francis’ 

reaction to Mt 10.9-10 “the holy man, 

Francis, immediately exulted in the 

spirit of God:  This is what I want, he 

said, this is what I seek, this is what I 

desire with all my heart”.  Mark then 

asked us all to look at the Rite of 

Profession in our own handbooks and 

asked us to ask ourselves how we 

maintain St Francis as a central figure 

in our lives.   

This was followed by an animated and 

interesting discussion with a number of individuals giving 

personal examples of how St Francis is included in their 

daily life and conscious spirituality.  There was a general 

consensus around how it was necessary, imperative, to 

achieve and maintain complete trust in God and to always 

be aware of His all-embracing Love. 

Mark went on to explain how St Francis 

was an extremist in everything he said 

and did.  Mark encouraged us to be 

extremist in our Love, especially of 

creation, and how we must be confident 

when necessary to be radical in our 

speech and actions.   

Our morning session ended with 

Stations of the Cross. 

After our shared lunch, we looked at 

some reflections from St Francis’ life.  

Mark emphasised that an important 

feature of maintaining our commitment 

to our vocation is to use the source 

books and spend time in reflection.  He 

then read from the Catholic Catechism 

about prayer and the communion of 

saints. 

The afternoon ended with Exposition of 

the Blessed Sacrement and prayer 

together.   

“Let also the devotion of the faithful 

weigh how the piety in Gods servant was 

of such marvellous power and of such 

abundant sweetness that even the 

nature of animals acknowledged in their own way.” 

Abundant sweetness indeed.  Thank you Mark for a 

wonderful day. 

 Didier Rance's new biography of John Bradburne was 

awarded the Grand Prix Catholique de Litterature in 2013.  

M. Rance, former National Direct0r of Aid to the Church in 

Need for France was overwhelmed when he discovered the 

extraordinary effect John, as he always refers to him, had 

had at the Leprosy Centre at Mutemwa in Zimbabwe, at the 

time Rhodesia.  In his view the holiness of John Bradburne 

stood out.   

After spending three years researching his life, his 

enthusiasm grew even greater.  He gives us history, not 

hagiography, not a plaster cast image of a saint but a fully 

rounded portrait of a completely human person with 

human limitations.   

The book means more and more to me as I read and read it.  

It is beautifully translated by Malachy O'Higgins and 

imperceptibly abridged by David Crystal. 

John was born in a tiny village of Skirwith in the Lake 

District where his father was the High Anglican vicar.  He 

enjoyed an enchanted childhood, the key, Didier Rance 

believes, to his later life.  He grew up in a loving, secure 

Christian family, and experienced also the beauty and the 

buffetings of the natural world outside.   

mailto:Rance@s
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John's concern for animals and birds and natural beauty, 

his passion for climbing trees and walking on the fells and 

his feeling for the security of family and parish life, steady 

routines, festivities, music, stories, and hospitality took 

root.  Later, school was not all bliss, but he was happy at 

Gresham's and made lasting friends there. 

He left school a few weeks before the outbreak of war in 

1939 and was drafted into the British Army in India.  M. 

Rance gives a sombre and horrifying account of the 

Japanese  invasion of Malaya and Burma.  

John's courage was outstanding.  In 

those dark days,  surrounded by death, 

he discovered the presence of God 

overcoming despair.  He himself had 

hovered between life and death and was 

eventually declared unfit for service.  A 

young officer, avowedly agnostic, who 

met him at that time, said that he 

radiated `an aura of goodness and 

integrity of soul that I found irresistible.' 

John was unsettled after the war, trying 

various jobs.  In 1947 he was received 

into the Catholic Church.   After years of 

searching and struggling he asked his 

wartime friend to find him a cave in 

Africa where he could pray.  Instead, he 

was accepted as a lay volunteer at a 

Franciscan Mission.  He had become a 

Franciscan tertiary and like St Francis he 

saw  `All creatures of our God and King' as his brothers 

and sisters, birds, especially eagles, beasts and bees, and 

they seemed to know, and to love and watch 0ver him.  He 

made friends among the Shona people, his prayer, 

simplicity and generosity ringing true.  At this time he 

confided to a Franciscan friar that he had three wishes:  to 

serve and live with lepers, to die a martyr, and to be buried 

in the Franciscan habit.  Later he worked for the Jesuits in 

various capacities, helping Father Dove in their missionary 

work. 

Finally it seemed that he had found his true vocation when 

he visited the Mutemwa Leprosy Centre.  Furious at the 

inhuman treatment of the lepers, he decided then and 

there to live with them.  He was appointed Warden.  With 

help from assistants the lepers' lives were transformed.  

Mutemwa became a place of love, joy, peace, peace, prayer 

and laughter. He was Baba (Father) John to them, their 

`caretaker, nurse, cook and confidant.'  He started a 

Gregorian and Shona choir.  Climbing the neighbouring 

Mount Chigona at dawn for prayer and contemplation, 

devoting himself to the care of the eighty or so lepers, 

writing poetry that reveals his inner life and mysticism, 

these first years were his happiest.  It seems that all his life 

God had been preparing him for Mutemwa.  But among 

people who deemed that keeping lepers out of sight was all 

that mattered he made enemies.   He was slandered (M. 

Rance gives the details) and dismissed.  

 There is a moving description of walking lepers carrying 

his few possessions up Chigona when he was forced to 

leave, and then, in the evening, as they cooked their 

rations, noticing the glow of the fire he had lit, and feeling 

sad.  He spent six months on the 

mountain.  He made secret visits to dying 

lepers at night.  Later, he was allowed to 

live nearby and visit openly. 

The background of guerilla warfare was 

closing in on Mutemwa.  After Dr Luisa 

Guidotti, the Italian sister who had cared 

for the lepers, was killed, John was the 

only unguarded European remaining in 

the area.  He was pressed to leave but 

refused to move as long as there was one 

leper still alive.  He was abducted and 

was shot, in sight of many witnesses.  The 

`unusual events' at his death and funeral 

and afterwards are recounted objectively 

but details of the many signs that John 

was loved by God, the spontaneous 

development of pilgrimages to Mutemwa, 

the power of John's poetry and the 

growing support for the cause for his 

canonisation are utterly convincing. 

 

If you’d like to attend this event make sure to buy 

tickets at  http://www.johnbradburne.com/product/

celebrating-john-bradburnes-life-ticket/  

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/Tickets for John Bradbourne.pub
http://www.johnbradburne.com/product/celebrating-john-bradburnes-life-ticket/
http://www.johnbradburne.com/product/celebrating-john-bradburnes-life-ticket/


Erith-Our Lady of the Angels 

Hollington—St Clare of Assisi 

 

Mary Nee-Murrills OFS, Minister 

FRATERNITIES SHARING 
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Ashford—St Pio of  Pietrelcina 

 

Our Christmas celebrations were as usual an enjoyable occasion. We started by gath-

ering around a small Nativity crib, recalling Francis’s re-enacting of the Crib at Grec-

cio, using the readings from the handbook and including some Carols. Afterwards we 

tucked into some seasonal fare and exchanged Christmas cards to conclude our cele-

bration. 

At our January and February meetings we continued our in-depth study of Johns 
Gospel using a study guide and commentary by Steve Ray. Some of you may recall 
Steve from the Gibraltar visit when he led some talks. It is proving to be a fascinating 
study there is so much hidden symbolism in it. At the February meeting it took over 
an hour to study 12 verses though none of this seemed laborious and provoked plenty 
of discussion. 

From the editor 

 

We do hope you enjoy The 

Cord, our regional 

newsletter. 

 

If you have any comments, 

ideas, suggestions, articles 

or anything at all please 

send them to me at 

m.ivatts@btinternet.com 

 

With Special thanks to  

Sheila Whitehead from 

Our Lady of Angels 

fraternity for her review 

of John Bradburne: 

Vagabond of God.   

 

 

Pat Lee OFS, Minister 

Mark Kennet OFS, Minister 

Find us on Face-

book.https://

www.facebook.com/

OFSStBonaventure/ 

My appointment as Fraternity Minister took place on Sunday 18th November 2018. I 
give thanks to our Fraternity members for placing their trust in me, and I will do my 
very best to meet the challenge! 
On 17th February 2019, and following a year or so as Visitor and Enquirer, Valerie Cur-
ran was admitted to Candidacy at Erith. We are very pleased to welcome Valerie into her 
time of study and reflection.  We all will give her any help and support she may need, 
and pray for Valerie’s successful Profession into the OFS in the foreseeable future. 
As you all know, we are very fortunate to have a Franciscan Community (OFM) in resi-
dence at Erith.   
On Saturday 30th March, we are hosting an Erith OFS Day of Reflection and have invit-
ed Parishioners from Our Lady of the Angels, Erith to join us.  Br. Martin, Parish Priest, 
will lead the day beginning with Mass at 10.30am and finishing around 3.30pm.  Whilst 
this isn’t an OFS Regional day, the theme will be around ‘Blessed are the Meek...’. and 
our OFS brothers and sisters from SE Region would be very welcome. 
We hope that parishioners and other visitors will be interested in finding out more about 
St. Francis and the OFS, and will feel encouraged to come along to a future Fraternity 
meeting. 

Our Fraternity has five professed members although Ray is still not well enough to 
come to our meetings and Glenn is now a “permanently hindered member” of our 
Fraternity; although he cannot attend meetings he does the same formation as us and 
sends us his thoughts each month.   He did try and join a Fraternity in Bordeaux but as 
he does not speak French he found it difficult to feel part of the Fraternity.   Our 
Visitor Tim will become an Enquirer after Easter.  We are so blessed that Sister 
Frances Teresa and Sister Paul   join us and Sister Marie Therese also came to our last 
meeting – she joined our Poor Clares at Hollington when the convent at Linton closed 
last autumn. 
 
We are all continuing with the new Formation for Candidates and both Mark and 
Paula have come to our meetings recently to help with the formation and of course 
Sister Frances Teresa continues to guide and help us.    
 
At Christmas we were able to give donations to the Hastings Foodbank and the 
Eastbourne Night Shelter and we continue to support financially the SFO Fraternity in 
Kenya which is really thriving.  We hear news of them from the Poor Clares and they 
are very grateful for our support. 
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Croydon—St Mary of the Angels 

St Bonaventure Region South East England UK 
DIARY DATES 

2019 

Salvina Bartholomeusz OFS, Minister  

 
It is with joy that we confirm we can use our former Small Parish Hall again for our fraternity meetings every 4th 
Sunday.  It means we will have the longer time as before: 1400 hrs - 1600 hrs and conduct our meetings with no 
interruptions.  The new Parish Priest, Fr Patrick, was moved by our 'displacement' for the last 5-6 years and 
immediately instructed the hall is ours on those days. He offered it to us Free of Charge but we prefer to continue to 
make our donations.   What a very kind person he is. 
 
This also means we can start welcoming you, our regional brothers and sisters, to 'our place'! 
Therefore, we are happy to confirm the regional gathering for Saturday 25 May this year will now be at: 
Croydon Fraternity, St Mary's Church, 70 Wellesley Road, West Croydon CR0 2AR. 
The parish Mass will be at 1000 hrs and all are welcome.  The Church and its meeting rooms are access friendly.  
BY CAR:  There is Blue Badge parking on this ground level. 
There is a bigger car park down the ramp in front of the church and we are asked to use this as it will be for the 
day.  The entrance to the small hall is from that lower level.  
BY TRAIN: Our nearest Station is West Croydon and as you come out of the station to the main road, you turn left, 
then a few yards further on you turn left again.  Stay on your left (you may get to see one of the trams go by on your 
right).  At the traffic lights you can see St Mary's directly opposite you.  Use the Church entrance from the small car 
park on that level. Even if  you are not going in for Mass, take a peak and see how lovely it is. 
GATHERING: After Mass we will provide beverages in our room but ask you bring a shared lunch with you. 
 
Our next task is to locate our stand-alone resources cupboard which we have not had sight of for over 5 years.  During 
its absence it has been moved around the crypt and lower rooms whilst works were going on.  
 
As a fraternity we continue gathering but it is not always possible to be many due to the weather and poor health.  We 
do keep in touch as best we can in between our fraternity meetings. 
 
Another big blessing is that in the next church to our Seat we now have an OFM Cap, Br Saju, who is happy to be 
present at our fraternity, when he can, and give us support - we have lacked this greatly since Br Simon and Br Peter 
passed on - God bless them both.  Br Saju will lead us in a Day of Reflection this year but as yet we need to confirm a 
date. 
 
Kathy and I were able to join the TSSF at the still, silent and prayerful representation outside the Houses of Parliament 
on Monday evening, 11 March.  What a wonderful opportunity to stand with our Anglican brothers and sisters, praying, 
singing, being joyful.  I am sure by now you will have read much more of this in Kathy's update at Regional Minister. 
 
We recently ordered the JBMS Stations booklet for each of our fraternity - it is a lovely publication and I recommend 
it.  We have also booked tickets from JBMS for the 40th Anniversary of John Bradburne - at Westminster Cathedral, 
Saturday 21 September 2019 at 1230 hrs.  Limited tickets so get yours if you can - am sure it will be a fantastic 
occasion. 

Regional Gathering at Croydon (see above) 25th May 

10.00 (Mass)—

15.00 

The Beatitudes Chapter of Mats  

celebrating 40 years of The Rule  

at The Hayes Derbyshire 

From 4pm 21st 

June to 4pm 23rd 

June  

Regional Gathering at Hollington  19th October 

10.00 (Mass) -

15.30 

  


