
First Day of Mats Chapter of The Beatitudes – Friday 21st June 2019 
 
 
After dinner, Betsy Hart , our National Minister welcomed everyone. She then introduced the  
Opening Liturgy as follows. 
 
Francis loved to preach about Jesus and about the way he saved us by the Cross, 
and so we begin by signing ourselves with the sign of the Cross. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
 
We come from the North – the land of long bright days of summer 
The land of long dark days of Winter, Land of snow and wind. 
The land of St Columba of Iona of St Margaret Clitherow of York 
On Holy Ground (Peter Millar – Iona Community) 
Go gently, my friends: feel the good earth beneath your feet, 
Celebrate the rising of the sun, listen to the birds at dawn, 
Walk gently under the silent stars, knowing you are on holy ground 
Held in love – in the wonder of God’s creation 
 
Jonathan from the Isle of Skye and Lyn from York 
 Bringing up a length of tartan cloth 
 A stone from Iona 
The cloth is given to Kathy/Dianne to place on the table 
The stone is given to Betsy to place in the large bowl of water 
A moment of silence follows to be concluded by saying 
We come before you Lord to gather together as your servants to praise and worship 
you in the footsteps of Francis 
 
We come from the South – the land of soft winds and ancient cities with their 
diverse cultures 
The land of St Ann Line and St Thomas More 
 
From a letter of St Thomas More, from prison to his daughter 
I trust in God’s merciful goodness that as his grace has made me strong up to 
now and made me content in my heart to lose goods, land and life too, rather 
than swear against my conscience. Nothing can come but that which God 
wills. I am convinced that whatever come, even though it seems evil, will be in 
fact the best 
 
Anne North from London and Patrick McGuire from Clay Cross 
 Bringing a length of cloth??? 
 A stone from Canterbury 
The cloth is given to Dorothy/Christine to place on the table 
The stone is given to Michael to place in the large bowl of water 
 
A moment of silence follows to be concluded by all saying 
We come before you Lord to gather together as your servants to praise and worship 
you in the footsteps of Francis 
 
We come from the East. Land of agriculture and high wide skies. 
Land of Abbeys and anchorites. Land of St Edmund and St Etheldreda, 
Land of Walsingham and Mary’s dowry 
 
From the Liturgy of the Eastern Church (paraphrased) 
‘O faithful people let us exchange joyful news today, singing psalms to the 
Lord and hymns of praise in honour of Mary his Mother, his Holy 
Tabernacle. She is offered to God in a marvellous way, and Zachary, the 
High Priest receives her with great joy, for in her God dwells. Today the 



Living temple of God, Mary, the pure and blessed one, is presented in God’s 
temple to live there. Her parents, Joachim and Anne, rejoice with her in the 
Spirit and all sing praise to their daughter, Mary, who would one day, the 
Mother of God 
 
Debbie from Norwich and Michael from Gibraltar 
 Bringing a length of Eastern Cloth 
 Bringing a stone from Walsingham 
 
The cloth is given to Kathy/Dianne to place on the table 
The stone is given to Theresa to place in the bowl 
A moment of silence follows to be concluded by saying 
We come before you Lord to gather together as your servants to praise and worship 
you in the footsteps of Francis 
 
We come from the West. 
Land of song and rugged coastlines, Land of agriculture and fishers. 
Land of St David and St Morwenna 
Matthew 5:14 – 16 
You are the light of the world. Let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven 
Patrick Tossell and Thelma Rogers 
 Bringing a length of western cloth 
 Bringing a stone from Clovelly beach 
 
The cloth is given to Christine/Dorothy to place on the table 
The stone is given to Terry to place in the bowl. 
 
A moment of silence follows to be concluded by saying 
We come before you Lord to gather together as your servants to praise and worship 
you in the footsteps of Francis 
 
Closing Prayer: 
Lord we thank you that you have us gathered us together from the North, the 
South, the East and the West to worship you in the footsteps of St Francis. 
Let us go gently. Let us trust that all things are for our good, 
Let our being together be a witness to the glory of your name under the protection 
of St Francis our Seraphic Father and Mary Your Blessed mother. AMEN 
 
 
Betsy then introduced Paula Pearce, the immediate past National Minister.  
 
Paula gave a talk on the Prologue of our Rule. She then invited members to consider the following 
questions 
 
1) think of specific ways that being part of the OFS helps me 

a) to see clearly 

b) to grow in spiritual wisdom 

c) to reflect on what leads me to live in and for God 

2) in life today what are the temptations we face? What seduces us in choosing deception? 

What earthly values / riches am I attached to or find attractive? 

3) what struggles and conflicts do we meet as we strive to keep to the way of penance? 

 



Members went into groups for a short discussion. 
 
 
The Chapter concluded with Night Prayers. 
 
 
Please pray for those who are carrying heavy burdens due to bereavement or health 
problems.  Help us to support, encourage and hold each other in these difficult times  
 
Please pray with us and for us as we journey together in our living of our rule. 
 
 


