
Chapter of Mats – Closing Liturgy – Sunday 23 June 2019 

 

None of us will leave without feeling that we have in some way been challenged and 
changed by our participation in this Chapter. As we come together for the last time of 
this Chapter we thank God for all he has done with us and for us. 

 
A reading from Ezekiel 37: 1 – 14 

The hand of Yahweh was upon me.  He brought me out and led me in spirit to the 
middle of the valley which was full of bones. 

He made me walk to and fro among them and I could see there was a great number of 
them on the ground all along the valley and that they were very dry. 

Yahweh said to me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live again?’  I said, ‘Lord Yahweh 
only you know that’ He then said, ‘Speak on my behalf concerning these bones; say 
to them: 

Dry bones, hear the word of Yahweh!  Yahweh says: ‘I am going to put spirit in you 
and make you live.  I shall put sinews on you and make flesh grow on you; I shall 
cover you with skin and give you my spirit, that you may live.  And you will know 
that I am Yahweh’ 

I prophesied as I had been commanded and then there was a noise and commotion; 
the bones joined together.  I looked and saw that they had sinews, that flesh was 
growing on them and that he was covering them with skin.  But there was no Spirit in 
them. 

So, Yahweh said to me, ‘Speak on my behalf and call on the Spirit, son of man! Say 
to the Spirit: This is the word of Yahweh: Spirit, come from the four winds.  Breathe 
into these dead bones and let them live!’ 

I prophesied as he had commanded me and breath entered them; they came alive, 
standing on their feet – a great, immense army! 

 
So now it’s time to roll up our mats take back our cloth and go back to our Regions 
and our Fraternities with our message of hope.  When we were together our dry bones 
were refreshed by the Spirit of the Living Lord and we began to have courage.  As we 
talked together, laughed together and prayed together we slowly began to become 
alive. 

Let us take this hope and courage back to our own Fraternities and talk about the 
great things that God has done for us during this Blessed time.  In the words of our 
Father Francis we need to ‘Go and do what is ours to do.’ 

 
 
 



ALL:  

We praise and thank you, O Lord our God, for through your love and wisdom you 
have called us to holiness through the Franciscan way of life. 

Through your grace and inspiration you have provided for us the means to promote 
fidelity to the Franciscan charism to observe the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order 
and to receive greater support in the life of the Fraternity. 

Give us the fullness of your Spirit. Take full possession of our hearts; root out of 
them attitudes of selfishness and false fear. 

Give us the will to persevere, as followers of St Francis in the contemporary world, in 
rebuilding the Church and in proclaiming the Good News of salvation. 

Where we have faltered or even failed, give us the strength to begin anew, the light to 
discover our true meaning and purpose, and the courage to move forward with 
conviction and humility. 

 
I ask Jonathan and Lyn to receive their cloth and stone to take back to the North. 

I ask Anne and Patrick to receive their cloth and stone to take back to the South. 

I ask Deborah and Michael to receive their cloth and stone to take back to the East. 

I ask Patrick and Rachel to receive their cloth and stone to take back to the West. 

Before I ask Fr Jesmond and Fr Donal and Fr Peter to give you all a solemn blessing 
of St Francis, I would like to give you my blessing for your Journey 

 
May you journey ahead, be blessed with God’s laughter 

Silences, risks, challenges, healings, 

Questions, promises, protests, 

Answers, tears, solidarity 

Often uncomfortable peace and compassion-filled surprises 

Perhaps all in one day 

 


