
Issue 30 Advent 2019 

May Peace and Blessings be with  
you and yours  at Christmas! 

 

The story of St. Francis and the Christmas Crib at Greccio focuses on what was really important to Francis – 

the poverty of Jesus and his mother, and the discomfort felt by the little baby.  

Celano also places an emphasis on the three virtues of  

simplicity, poverty, and humility,  

and leads us to understand that the poverty of Francis is in imitation of the poverty of Jesus. For Francis, the 

external poverty of Christ’s birth at Bethlehem is representative of  

the radical poverty of the Incarnation. 

  

https://ofm.org/blog/the-manger-st-francis-prepared-in-celebration-of-the-lords-birthday/
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National Chapter November 2019 
Kathy Maskens OFS, St Bonaventure Regional Minister 

Teaching from  
Pope Francis 

 

“When we do not adore 

God, we adore 

something else. Money 

and power are false idols 

which often take the 

place of God.” 

“Lord, teach us to step 

outside ourselves. Teach 

us to go out into the 

streets and manifest 

your love.” 

“If we see someone who 

needs help, do we stop? 

There is so much 

suffering and poverty, 

and a great need for 

good Samaritans.” 

“We would do well to 

ask ourselves what we 

can give up in order to 

help and enrich others 

by our own poverty. Let 

us not forget that real 

poverty hurts: no self-

denial is real without 

this dimension of 

penance. I distrust a 

charity that costs 

nothing and does not 

hurt.” 

 

The OFS National Chapter meeting took 

place on the weekend of 23rd and 24th 

November In Coldash near Reading this 

was to be a meeting of the National 

Council with all the UK Regional Minis-

ters as well. As I went down on the train 

and darkness descended I became aware 

of the approaching Winter. I was Friday 

evening and the train was overfilled 

with many people standing and others 

in confined seated spaces. The people 

would get off and there would be mo-

mentary available space only for it to 

quickly fill up again. It was cold in the 

stations as I stopped to change trains 

and my thoughts moved to contemplate 

what happens in creation during winter. 

There is so much in Winter that we do 

not see because it is hidden. The trees 

shed their leaves but they are still very 

much alive. Some animals are hibernat-

ing and some will be huddling together 

underground to keep warm. Nature is 

quiet and still, taking its winter breath, 

but very much alive. Perhaps it is not 

unlike us in our fraternities coming to-

gether in small numbers. Are we hiber-

nating or are we preparing and ex-

pectant of spring? 

As I arrived at Coldash I saw that the 

tall trees were actually showing beauti-

ful shades of red, gold and brown and 

there was a sense of being tucked away 

in nature. 

This was a weekend of going deeper on 

the journey of discovering who we are as 

an OFS National fraternity. Having ex-

perienced the reflections mentioned 

above I now discovered that others were 

on the same reflective journey. The 

themes that arose in a repeated way 

were trust, winter and how to experi-

ence being, before we can experience 

doing. There was a reminder that God is 

“I AM” not I was, or I will be. Winter 

can be a very special time, nature is qui-

et and dormant but very much alive and 

there is great, great hope of spring. 

There was also a reminder of the tre-

mendous value in recognising the gift 

that each of us brings and which is 

unique to us. Betsy our National Minis-

ter has been showing her gift repeatedly 

as she works to encourage positive fra-

ternal life throughout the country. It 

may be hard to see locally the effect that 

her sharing of her gift is having on us 

regionally, nationally and even interna-

tionally. We are blessed to have each 

one of our members.  

Let us consider what special and unique 

gift each of us is called to share. Let us 

do what is ours to do, and do it more as 

Betsy is showing us.  

With peace and all good. 

 



Pope Francis and 
Gaudete et 
Exsultate  

 
When we put Christ at the 

centre of our life, we 

ourselves don’t become 

the centre.  The more that 

Christ becomes the centre 

of your life, the more he 

leads you out of yourself, 

leads you from making 

yourself the centre and 

leads you to others.  This 

is the true dynamism of 

love, this is the 

movement of God 

himself.  God is the 

centre, but he is always 

self-gift, relationship, 

love that gives itself away. 

Holiness is not about 

swooning in rapture.  The 

judgement scene in 

Matthew 25 is not a 

simple invitation to 

charity.  In this call to 

recognise him in the poor 

and suffering, we see 

revealed the very heart of 

Christ.  Jesus made it 

very clear that holiness 

cannot be understood or 

lived apart from these 

demands, for mercy is the 

beating heart of the 

Gospel. (97) 

The best way to discern if 

our prayer is authentic is 

to judge to what extent 

our life is being 

transformed in the light 

of mercy (105) 

The essence of faith is to 

surrender to the 

summons of love.  This 

surrender to love does 

not take away pain or 

suffering.  Surrendering 

to love never does.  But it 

transforms pain and gives 

us reason to hope. 
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Regional Gathering Hollington  

19th October 2019 
As usual, and with joy, our regional gathering began with Mass.  Following a welcome 

coffee break Betsy Hart, OFS National Minister introduced the theme of the day as 

Transition.  Betsy explained that we need to understand our existing condition as an 

Order first before we can identify a direction to aim for. 

Betsy told us about a church in Christchurch New Zealand that was re-built following 

the 2011 earthquake.  Rather than a solid permanent structure, which is what every-

one expected, what was eventually commissioned and built was a portable church that 

could be moved about between locations, as this proved to be what was actually need-

ed.   

We were then asked to choose a card with individual images printed on them and 

asked to reflect on the image and find a place for ourselves in the image.  We each 

looked at the images to appreciate what it was telling us and shared our experience of 

reflection with each other. 

In the afternoon we were given a question which we were to discuss in small groups, 

and write down our responses.  

It was a unique, soul searching, contemplative and Franciscan theme workshop to 
consider issues in this way, and fruitful for everyone who was present. 

John Bradburne  
40th Anniversary Celebration Mass at Westminster Cathedral  

September 21st 2019 

OFS from Erith,  St Clare and St 

Pio fraternities attended the 

joyful  celebratory Mass with a 

warm Zimbabwean welcome.  

Sorry for the lack of space for 

picture captions! See next page 



John Bradburne 

A personal remembrance of the homily from the 40th Anniversary  Mass 
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Please see John Bradburne Memorial 

Society website for pictures of this 

wonderful, inspirational event.  

https://www.johnbradburne.com  

It was a great joy to meet Didier Rance 

and hear David Crysal and to see so 

many Franciscan brothers and sisters 

who have played a big part in my life. 

I was greatly encouraged in my study 

of John Bradburne by the homily – I 

believe the priest was a Redemptorist 

who had personal knowledge of John -  

perhaps someone could add his name 

which I  failed to note. 

The homily looked briefly at a number 

of aspects of John’s life that showed he 

had a living faith and was a true 

disciple of Jesus Christ. The headings I 

recall were: 

The importance of Scripture, 

specific reference was made to 

Colossians 1 - Creation, Christ in all 

things. 

The Beatitudes – simplicity, feeding 

the lepers in many ways, seeking 

justice and human respect for the 

lepers. 

The Trinity,  Love, Ecumenism. 

Mary – his “Lady”,  (reminiscent to me 

of a chivalric knight) 

Prayer and contemplation: John as a 

mystic.  

 John’s “Ark” for his Bible. 

 
Fundamental was that John was a 

living disciple and someone who lived 

by the Creed. 

 
Here are a few points I remember 

about a few of these headings: 

 
Scripture was important to John 

throughout his life.  We were 

reminded he had an Ark for his Bible 

in his hut at Mutemwa.  John tried 

many ways of committing his life to 

God throughout his adult life and he 

followed what he thought he was 

called to do in his wide-ranging travels 

and in his testing of living the 

monastic life.   

 
His travels deepened his ecumenism.  

At various stages in his life John 

experienced other religions on his 

travels, some aspects of which left a 

deep imprint on him. 

 
The homily made reference to certain 

writings on which I have been 

meditating in recent months.  Since 

these are quite familiar to me, I cannot 

remember accurately which specific 

lines were quoted in the homily but it 

called to my mind the following. The 

following extracts can be found in A 

Life Made of Words: the poetry and 

thought of John Bradburne by David 

Crystal, available from JBMS.  ISBN 

number 978-1-909459-25-0.  This 

book gives the full details of the 

writings from which the extracts are 

drawn. 

 
The Trinity 

John developed an image of the 

Trinity (Thought, Word, Voice) which 

would recur in several writings: 

P 318 

Now God The Father may be called the 

Thought, 

His Son expressing Him is called The 

Word, 

The Holy Spirit is The Voice you 

caught 

Upon the wind and in the mind re-

heard 

 
Page 198 

The Thought, the Word, the Voice are 

persons three 

 Of love in Love with Love for 

evermore. 

P321 

Being informed that Yahweh’s Three 

Persons are Thought and Word and 

Voice 

Of One Sole Substance which is Free 

Love who is Chooser, Chosen, Choice. 

P 331   (of Trinity and Love, the 

Creed.) 

 
Love is the Triune substance of the 

Lord, 

Begetting and Begotten he proceeds 

Being Himself perfection of accord 

From all eternity; before time’s deeds; 

Before all doing, Love is Thought 

Divine 

And Thought’s Divine fulfilling in the 

word 

And Voice the Vehicle of being heard 

By Him Himself rejoicing and ashine; 

P 320 

The Trinity is like a Shona fire, 

That has three bricks, three sticks, one 

central flame; 

The Trinity is like a three - part choir 

Singing in harmony High Yahweh’s 

name 

Ecumenism 

There are several poems in Chapter 43 

of David Crystal’s book beginning.  

These were not used in the homily but 

I find they are evidence of John’s spirit 

of ecumenism.  The first lines quoted 

in this chapter are: 

Hindus and Buddhists, Anglicans, 

And many quaint Americans 

And legion others, if they seek 

Sincerely, are the Saviour’s sheep. 

 
I keep the process in my heart.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Paula Pearce, OFS 

https://johnbradburne.com
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A Saintly Journey to Rome 

The Canonisation of John Henry Cardinal Newman  
Mags and David Ivatts, St Clare fraternity Hollington 

Earlier this year, as soon as Pope Francis confirmed the 
date of the canonisation of Blessed John Henry Newman, 
we felt we couldn’t miss the experience of a lifetime and 
booked flights to Rome.    
 
It was incredible to be able to be part of a momentous and 
historic event when on October 13th the first Englishman 
since the reformation was canonised, raised to the altars 
and declared a Saint.  
 
We were so fortunate to be able to be part of a vast English 
contingent, together with tens of thousands of people from 
all over the world, who all converged in St Peters square to 
participate in the historic Mass of Canonisation.   
 
An extra special blessing was that we were able to share the 
three days with Sr Marie Therese OSC from Hollington, 
who was in Rome that weekend.  What joy!  
 
John Henry Cardinal Newman, born in 1801, was an 
English theologian and poet, first an Anglican priest and 

later a Roman Catholic priest and cardinal, an important 
and controversial figure in the religious history of England 
in the 19th century.  
 
The weekend of the Newman canonisation in Rome was 
organised over three days of celebration.  All events were 
free of charge, and included a vigil service the night before 
the Canonisation Mass, two celebratory concerts and a 
Mass of Thanksgiving.  
 
These special services took place in the fabulous papal 
basilicas in Rome including Chiesa Nuova, Santa Maria 
Maggiore and San Giovanni in Laterno. The Mass of 
Thanksgiving was celebrated by Cardinal Vincent Nichols, 
Archbishop of Westminster. 
 
St John Henry introduced the Oratory tradition to England 

so, of course, the music throughout the weekend was 
particularly beautiful and superb. The Schola Cantorum 
choir of England sung a series of sacred music at all the 
services, featuring English composers including Thomas 
Tallis and William Byrd. 
 
On the day of the canonisation Mass, due to the huge 
crowds, it was important to gain entry to St Peters Square 
early and we joined the queue before 7am.  The square soon 
became completely full with standing room only at the edge 
and outside. 
 
It was an amazing spectacle to see on the steps of St Peters 
the canopied papal throne with the Prince of Wales sitting 
close by.  The Prince of Wales, representing the Queen, led 
the UK delegation and seated round him were members of 
the UK Government.  A substantial delegation of Anglican 
bishops were given their own area close to the papal throne, 
and many Anglican clergy attended the Mass.  As Mass 

ended, but before Pope Francis climbed into the buggy that 
buzzed him around the square, he made a point of greeting 
the Anglican bishops and shook hands with them. 
 
During the Mass, Pope Francis solemnly declared John 
Henry Newman to be a saint along with five other people, 
all women, from Brazil, Switzerland, Italy and India. This 
declaration was met by a peal of muted but triumphant 
applause.   
 
While the general atmosphere was joyous and celebratory, 
there was intense reverence such that, in a crowd of more 
than 50,000 pilgrims, world leaders, journalists, soldiers 
and police officers, St Peter's Square fell silent at the 
moment of consecration.  It was an impressive feat of 
logistics to distribute Holy Communion to crowds of 
thousands in total silence and with devout reverence. 
 
Nearly 130 years after his death John Henry Newman has 
been canonised.  The passage of time has greatly enhanced 
rather than diminished his reputation.  Some say he should 
be declared a Doctor of the Church, as he is worthy of 
becoming only the second Englishman to deserve this title 
since Bede the Venerable.  One can hardly imagine the 
celebration that that would be! 

Prince 

Charles 

with 

Cardinal 

Vincent 

Cardinal Vincent 

celebrating Mass of 

Thanksgiving 



Erith-Our Lady of the Angels 

Hollington—St Clare of Assisi 

Mary Nee-Murrills OFS,  Our Lady of the Angels Minister 

FRATERNITIES SHARING 
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Ashford—St Pio of  Pietrelcina 

 

Over the past few months we have had some varied and interesting meetings, In July 

the Justice and Peace Group from St Theresa’s Parish presented a thought provoking 

and challenging film on climate change.   

September saw us making a start on Francis and Fraternity taken from the formation 

material. 

At the October meeting the Fraternity celebrated the Service of Renewal from the 

handbook. Whereupon professed members renewed their commitment to the order. 

November will see us continuing with Francis and Fraternity but, also importantly, 

taking time to pray for the souls of deceased brothers and sisters. 

 

From the editor 

 

I do hope you enjoy this 

Advent edition of  The 

Cord, our regional 

newsletter. 

If you have any 

comments, ideas, 

suggestions, articles or 

anything at all please 

send them to me at or 

WhatsApp and message  

With Special thanks 

to Paula Pearce for 

her wonderful 

contribution on the 

homily of the John 

Bradburne 

Celebratory Mass. 

Wishing everyone a 

blessed and joyous 

Christmas and Happy 

New Year. 

 

Pat Lee OFS, St Clare Minister 

Mark Kennet OFS, St Pio Minister 

Find us on Face-

book.https://

www.facebook.com/

OFSStBonaventure/ 

   

Our Fraternity has four professed members although Ray is still not well enough to 
come to our meetings and three Candidates.  Mags and David have been Candidates 
for over a year and Tim became a Candidate in November.  We are so blessed that our 
Poor Clares: Sister Frances Teresa, Sister Paul  and Sister Marie Therese join for our 
meetings. 
 
We celebrated the World Day of Creation and each of us brought something that spoke 
to us about Creation.  We began our Afternoon with a song “A whole new World”; this 
was followed by  a video Tim and his  young son had made on Creation filmed on the 
Farm where Tim works. Then we watched another video “Global Healing” on creation 
and the environment.  Finally  Father Murray Bodo read an extract from his book “The 
Journey and the Dream”.   We ended with Evening Prayer for Creation in the Chapel 
when we all put our symbols of creation in front of the Altar and saying what they 
meant to us and what we would  try and do to help our environment. 
 
Four of us went to the Beatitudes Chapter which was a wonderful experience and it 
was good to meet so many other Secular Franciscans.   Four of us also went to 

Everything is progressing happily in our fraternity. 
 
Our sister Valerie Curran is progressing well through her candidacy, with guidance 
and support from Michael McCarthy, our Formation Minister, and me when 
requested. 
 
We have a visitor, Norah, who has expressed a real interest in progressing further 
within the OFS and I am meeting with her next week (early December) to discuss 
becoming an Enquirer in January. 
 
Whilst we have Br. Prins as our Spiritual Adviser, he is unfortunately in poor health. 
Please pray for him. On Tuesday, I am meeting with Br. Martin M, Parish Priest at 
Our Lady’s, to discuss a potential successor as soon as is convenient for them to 
nominate one. 
 
I am in the process of pulling together a broad timetable for Fraternity members for 
2020 which will include all Regional meeting dates.  
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Croydon—St Mary of the Angels 

Salvina Bartholomeusz OFS, Minister St Mary of the Angels 

 

Our Croydon fraternity is blessed to have 10 professed members but only 5 are able to attend fraternity when they 
can.  We keep all our brothers and sisters present in our hearts as some cannot attend due to frail health or carer 
responsibilities.  We keep in touch by telephone, email, visits etc. 
 
We also have Christopher who has returned to fraternity having been professed many years ago in Rye. 
Jude, Mark and Errol are visitors so we are looking forward to them being Enquirers early next year.  Helen is also 
interested in being a visitor - she was able to join us for the JBMS celebration though. 
 
 We have also had A4 posters made so they will be issued to various parishes to promote our order – more exciting 
times ahead! 
 
 We have continued with our Formation from Parts 4 and 5 but hope, in the new year, to start using the programme 
on our National website as that will be good for our Enquirers and Professed to learn and refresh together - true 
fraternal spirit. 
 

Westminster Cathedral for the John Bradburne Anniversary and the launch of his Cause. We were greeted by 
Zimbabwean dancers in their colourful clothes us as we went into the Cathedral.  It was also very moving to see John’s 
habit, typewriter and other relics and  to hear from  people who had knew John. 
 
In September Father Stuart Agnew visited the Poor Clares and celebrated his first Mass in English in the Convent 
Chapel.   Glenn also came down to visit us for our November meeting; he is now a member of the Oxford Fraternity and 
is living in Cheltenham. 



FRATERNITY CONTACTS 


