
FOUNDATION OF FORMATION BEGINS AT FRATERNITY MEETINGS 

The Forma7on of those seeking to become Professed members is vital, but 
Forma7on does not cease when someone becomes a professed Franciscan. It 
con7nues in their daily lives and also at Fraternity mee7ngs. 

RULE 24 UNITED IN THE SPIRIT OF THE GOSPEL 

To foster communion among members, the council should organise regular 
and frequent mee7ngs of the community as well as mee7ngs with other 
Franciscan groups, especially youth groups. It should adopt appropriate 
means for growth in Franciscan and ecclesial life and encourage everyone to a 
life of Fraternity. This communion con7nues with deceased brothers and 
sisters through prayer for them 

INTRODUCTION 

Each coming together of our community of “ seekers and lovers of the Lord’ is 
to be a source of strength and joy to all present. We should be able to find an 
atmosphere where no one feels a stranger and all have a feeling of belonging. 
This warmth should radiate from all members who are united with each 
other in the spirit of the Gospel to love God and one another. 

FRATERNITY COUNCIL 

The Fraternity Council is charged with the responsibility of crea7ng an 
environment where the members do not come together because of a feeling 
of obliga7on but because they look forward to each mee7ng as a means of 
sharing the joy of their way of life with one another. Since we  are “ of and in 
the world” the monthly mee7ng serves as an external and internal sign of our 
community life in the Secular Franciscan Order. It is here we come for 
instruc7on, spiritual renewal, guidance and forma7on. The monthly mee7ng 
is the nucleus of our community; here we come to grow in the spirit of 
Francis, to help ourselves and others to a life striving for a closeness to Christ 

AN ESTABLISHED FRATERITY 

An established Fraternity has a set mee7ng  7me and place and the members 
are expected to do everything in their power to set all else aside to be 
present at these mee7ngs. Lines of communica7ons are to be established 

 1



with those members who are unable to aYend regular mee7ngs because of 
illness, distance or other valid reasons. Effort has to be made to 7e them into 
“community”  by calls, visits or locally banding  together to share in the spirit 
of fraternity, the feeling and joy of community they would otherwise be 
missing,” where two or more are gathered…..” 

It would be a good idea for the council to establish an annual calendar, 
planning each mee7ng to include prayer, study, par7cipa7on, dialogue and 
socialising. The mee7ngs can include days of reflec7on, guest speakers, 
visita7ons, special reports and accoun7ng from the council or commiYees, 
celebra7ons, prayer workshops, forma7on or study pogrammes, open houses 
for prospec7ve members or an open mee7ngs to discuss with the members a 
project or undertaking the council would like to implement. The best  
mee7ngs are those where the members share in the planning of the 
programme . No member ought to feel as a guest at any mee7ng but as an 
involved par7cipant. It is not the responsibility of the Council to entertain  
the members but to offer means of closer unity through prayer, celebra7on 
and par7cipa7on. The monthly programme can be so constructed as to build 
a feeling of love, interest and concern for all. The Council would be well 
advised to consider and provide for all the members and not for “pet 
projects” The council is likewise recommended to encourage  frequent 
coming together of those with common interests  such as  social-ac7on 
groups, scripture study groups, mission helpers, , prayers groups and others 
who want or need more than the once a month mee7ng 

ONGOING FORMATION 

Ongoing forma7on and tangible means of expressing works of love and 
mercy are to be encouraged among the membership as a way of growing as 
Chris7ans and Franciscans. What we learn through study  and what is read in 
the Gospel must control what we do in our lives . All members are presumed 
to have apostolate; one they do because they are Franciscans – whether it is 
a fraternity project or a private one , always remembering the poor have a 
special place  in our Franciscan commitment. It is through community that 
that we draw strength to carry out our personal par7cipa7on, find a deeper 
understanding of our union with Christ and His church and not be allowed to 
waste our 7me avoiding or hedging real commitment. 
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No fraternity is perfect and it has to be willing to constantly change or 
become stagnant. It has to rise to meet the challenges and needs of our 7me; 
be aware of happenings and changes in the world and the constant need of 
renewal and conversion. Franciscans are considered to be modern-
tradi7onalist. Living in the world and accep7ng the day to day changes, 
keeping abreast of the teachings of the Church, yet being able to toss off the 
frills of the modern world and remain clothed in the humble garb of 
Franciscan spirit and truth. We Franciscans have a rich past from which so 
many valuable lessons can be drawn. So much history to be studied and 
added to. As St Francis said, “ Let us now begin for up to now we have done 
nothing.” WE cannot afford to rest on the works of our predecessors but must 
keep a stretching ourselves to apply the Gospel, message in the world 

A fraternity grows when it reaches outside itself to embrace other Franciscan 
communi7es where it is concerned about the well=being of the en7re 
Franciscan Family, whether it be on an interna7onal, .provincial, regional or 
inter-fraternity level. 

When we speak of sharing, our aims and goals are the same  and if we really 
work at unity of effort how much we would all advance in living and 
spreading the Gospel message. Just think of the special bonds we Franciscans 
have with those who preceded us through heavens gates. Consider our 
special union with Clare , Leo, Bonaventure, Elizabeth , Louis and many 
others.  

The brothers and sisters of St. Francis then, as now, is much more than the 
mere trappings of fraternity, as important as fraternity is .It is, in fact, a 
Universal Fraternity, transcending 7me and space to join us as one in the 
spirit of Francis. We should keep this in mind as we live and work day by day 
in our own fraternity life  1

 Primarily drawn  from an ar0cle by Marita Finaly quoted in Called to make chariiem1
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