
NATIONAL JUSTICE AND PEACE NETWORK

ZOOM CONFERENCE SATURDAY 18TH JULY 2020.

“Post Pandemic Church: paralysed or energised? Recovered or re-imagined?”

Introduction

Edwin Edwards kindly sent me information on the NJPN Zoom Conference, stating he was 
going to enrol.  I decided to join him and I am glad I did!  NJPN started in 1978 and has 
organised annual weekend conferences `ever since.  Regular communication is maintained 
through network meetings, email bulletins, the newsletter and information circulated from 
working parties.  NJPN exists for all who are seeking Justice and Peace in this world.  Its 
roots are Catholic but those of other faiths and none are welcome.  The Patron Saint of 
NJPN is St Oscar Romero.  (Bishop Michael Evans had a great devotion to Oscar Romero!)

The Conference

One of the impressive features of the day was the liturgy.  We started with two young 
people, Anna and Eleanor Marshall, leading us in hymns/songs, which they did beautifully.  It 
was lovely to read of the work Anna and Eleanor have done to promote Justice and Peace 
and in 2019 they received the Pax Christi Peace award in recognition of their efforts.

The conference in the morning featured four speakers followed by break out groups to reflect 
on two questions.

Colette Joyce. Westminster Justice and Peace Co-ordinator

Colette, based in London, talked about the government strategy for rough sleepers during 
the pandemic.  This has been positive but not everyone has been reached by the strategy. 
Therefore Colette and others have been on the frontline providing practical support for 
immigrants and failed asylum seekers.  We were then shown a short extract from an 
excellent Newsnight report showing volunteers packing bags of food and toiletries and 
distributing these in Trafalgar Square.  Colette finished by stating the government has not 
changed its policy of None Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) for failed asylum seekers, 
unlike countries like Portugal and New Zealand.  (The injustice of NRPF was a theme 
running through the conference.)

www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/westminster

Nick Hanrahan. Jesuit Refugee Service Outreach Worker

Nick spoke with passion about the work of the Jesuit Refugee Service.  It exists as an 
advocate for refuges through campaigning and proving legal support.  For example there is 
an excellent JRS report on the detention of refugees and asylum seekers.  The charity has 
arranged for food parcels to be given out.  There were regular visits to the detention centre 
near Heathrow airport but these has been put on hold with the pandemic.  Hosting scheme’s 
have also been set up.  (Hosting placements involve a group of very generous parishioners 



who support a homeless person through their parish.)  JRS also runs a day centre but this is 
currently closed because of the virus.  Nick mentioned Marcus Rashford’s amazing work as 
an advocate for food vouchers as an example of what can be done to bring about change.  

www.jrsuk.net 

Kevin Flanagan. Director of St Anthony’s Centre for Church and Industry

Kevin put on a very thought provoking slide show on how the pandemic has affected our 
lives in relation to work and employment.  He started by examining the “Common Good”, 
looking at Catholic Social Teaching and John Paul II’s teaching in Centesimus Annus. 
(1991).  We were then presented with a number of facts relating to Covid 19.  Amazingly 
175.3 million working hours have been lost through the pandemic when compared to last 
year.  Those living in poverty in this country has increased to a staggering 14.7 million.  It 
became clear that it is the poor in our country who are suffering the most from Covid 19.

www.stantonyscentre.org.uk

Clare Dixon.  CAFOD. Head of Region-Latin America and the Caribbean.

Speaking with considerable knowledge of Latin America, Clare described the impact of the 
pandemic on countries in this region with 2 million cases and 78,000 deaths in Brazil alone.  
She stated that there was considerable under reporting of cases of the virus.  Some 
countries were in turmoil even prior to Covid 19.  For example there are 5 ½ million 
Venezuelan refugees across Latin America, whose lives have been made even more difficult 
by the virus.  Cafod is working with partner agencies to address the crisis of hunger being 
experience in parts of the region.

Clare spoke about Cafod’s work with community based radio, as radio is a key means of 
communication in Latin America.  She also described the situation in Middle East and Asia 
where again there is a similar problem of under reporting of cases of the virus.  There is 
limited access to health care. and demolitions continue, “which cannot be stopped.”  (The 
weekly average of Palestinian buildings and structures that have been demolished by Israeli 
forces in the occupied West Bank is increasing according to the UN.)

www.cafod.org.uk

Breakout Groups

Following this we broke into groups of about 6 in each group.  I was fortunate to have in my 
group Barbara Kentish.  She retired last year after 12 years working as the Westminster 
Justice and Peace co-ordinator.  She has an amazing amount of experience in J&P and 
spoke with great passion about the Safe Passage charity, aimed at uniting child refugees 
with their families.   www.safepassage.org.uk

We were asked to consider two questions’

1. How do you feel about what you have heard?

2. How do you feel called to respond?



Paul Bodenham, who chaired the conference, was also in my group, and said we can be so 
busy with charity that we ignore justice.  (This was a very telling comment.)  We discussed 
job creation schemes, climate strikes and helping the homeless and agreed that to live 
simply was a key value in promoting Justice and Peace.

After the breakout groups had finished, we all broke for lunch and I could hear Zoom 
conversations continuing whilst eating.  Someone recommended the drama “The Chosen” 
as a powerful programme about Jesus.  There was also a lot of talk about the pandemic and 
the Churches response to it.

Session 2 (pm)

In the afternoon we had uplifting liturgy led by Marty Haugen, a composer and musician.  
Some of the music he composed himself and there were also readings from the bible and 
Laudato Si’.  

Rev Dr Joseph O’Hanlon

Fr Joseph, a retired priest from the Nottingham diocese, then spoke on the theme of Justice 
and Peace.  The fact that he is a biblical scholar soon became apparent with his confidence 
in expounding passages from scripture.  

Commentating on the pandemic, he expressed regret that the bidding prayers had been 
dropped at Mass, as these were the prayers of the laity.  He spoke of the Kingdom of God 
being God’s rule and what would happen if God’s rule went throughout the universe?

He talked about the steadfast love of God in Psalm 136.  He asked us what does God do?  
The answer?  Justice and Peace.  We are called to do the right thing, doing what God has 
called us to do.  

Fr Joseph spoke about house churches.  He stated that the letter to the Romans was written 
to five distinct house churches.  He wondered what house churches could teach us and 
asked us to be open to the Holy Spirit.  Fr Joseph also said we need more popes like Pope 
Francis.  He spoke of the hierarchy of the church needing to change with God’s people being 
at the top rather than the bottom.  (He used the image of the church hierarchy as a pyramid 
and then inverted this to illustrate this point.)

Fr O’Hanlon also spoke about General Absolution, giving a number of advantages he saw 
with this rite.  He also spoke about the ordination of women and married men as being an 
issue of justice.  He gave us two questions to consider in our breakout groups.

1. What is the message of Jesus?

2. What is the kingdom of God?



Breakout groups. (pm)

We considered in our group the importance of perseverance.  It is easy to be enthused 
about Justice and Peace at a conference but continuing to work towards Justice and Peace 
back in our parishes can be challenging.  We also discussed the impact of the pandemic on 
church life and the frustrations with not being able to relate together in a meaningful way with 
masks, social distancing and no opportunity to meet after Mass.  There was a strong sense 
of relationships being central to our lives as Christians.

The closing liturgy was again led by Marty Haugen.

Conclusion.

According to the Zoom screen, there were 133 delegates signed into the conference.  It was 
wonderful to hear of all the work that is going on to promote Justice and Peace and was 
stimulating to be with Christians who were not afraid to speak out on subjects they felt 
strongly about.  The key message for me was to be careful that not to be too busy with acts 
of charity that justice is ignored.

Chris Housden.

East Anglian Region JPIC Minister


