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INTRODUCTION  
 

  As a rule of life for the Brothers, St. Francis exhorted “whoever comes to 
them, friend or foe, thief or robber, let him be received with kindness” (First 
Rule VII). The brothers had to make a difference by their indiscriminate hos-
pitality. They had to avoid all false securities and discriminatory filters of 
any sort: relational, moral, social, racial, religious, etc. A story was told of a 
friar who once sent away some robbers who had come to the convent beg-

ging for food. And when 
St. Francis was informed 
of the incident, he obliged 
the brother under obedi-
ence to prepare a basket 
of bread and wine, go 
search for the brother 
brigands, and to serve 
them with the meal and 
not return to the convent 
until this had been done. 
One of the brigands later 

became a friar himself and 
narrated the story.  On October 3rd, on the eve of the feast of Saint Francis 
of Assisi, Pope Francis signed his encyclical letter, Fratelli tutti, on Frater-
nity and social friendship at the tomb of saint. We offer you a summery of 
the encyclical by Professor Isabella Piro in the following pages. This was 
the fourth pilgrimage of Pope Francis to Assisi since his election to the See 
of Saint Peter. Among the few persons who were specially invited to pray 
with the Holy Father on the occasion, were the general ministers of the  
First Order, the TOR and the OFS. During these times marked by crises and 
challenges of global dimension, Pope Francis  evokes the Gospel Parable of 
the Good Samaritan as he proposes a way forward for a new world marked 
by fraternity and social friendship open to all without any filters, be they 
moral, religious, social, ideological, racial or national, etc. In this encyclical, 
the Franciscan model of indiscriminate fraternity and hospitality receives 
the apostolic seal, and all Franciscans will find in it food for their souls and 
light for their paths.   
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ENCYCLICAL, FRATELLI TUTTI ON FRA-
TERNITY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP 
 
A short summery by Isabella Piro 
Source: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/
news/2020-10/fratelli-tutti-pope-fraternity-social-
friendship-short-summary.html  
  

What are the great ideals but also the tangible 
ways to advance for those who wish to build a 
more just and fraternal world in their ordinary 
relationships, in social life, politics and institu-
tions? 
This is mainly the question that Fratelli tutti is 
intended to answer: the Pope describes it as a 
“Social Encyclical” (6) which borrows the title 
of the “Admonitions” of Saint Francis of Assisi, 
who used these words to “address his brothers 
and sisters and proposed to them a way of life 
marked by the flavour of the Gospel” (Par 1). 
The Encyclical aims to promote a universal 
aspiration toward fraternity and social friend-
ship. In the background of the Encyclical is the 
Covid-19 pandemic which, Francis reveals, 
“unexpectedly erupted” 
as he “was writing this 
letter”. But the global 
health emergency has 
helped demonstrate that 
“no one can face life in 
isolation” and that the 
time has truly come to 
“dream, then, as a single 
human family” in which 
we are “brothers and sisters all” (Par 8). 
 
CHAPTER ONE: DARK CLOUDS COVER THE WORLD (N°9
-55),  
In the first of eight chapters, which is entitled 
“Dark Clouds over a Closed World”  the docu-
ment  exposes certain trends in our world that 
hinder the development of universal fraternity: 
the manipulation and deformation of concepts 
such as democracy, freedom, justice; the loss 
of the meaning of the social community and hi-
story; selfishness and indifference toward the 
common good; the prevalence of a market logic 
based on profit and the culture of waste; 
unemployment, racism, poverty; the disparity of 
rights and its aberrations such as slavery, traf-
ficking, women subjugated and then forced to 
abort, organ trafficking (see Par 10-24). It deals 
with global problems that call for global ac-
tions, emphasizes the Pope, also sounding the 

alarm against a “culture of walls” that fa-
vours the proliferation of organized crime, 
fuelled by fear and loneliness (see Par 27-
28).  
 
CHAPTER TWO: STRANGERS ON THE ROAD (N° 56-
N° 86) 
To many shadows, however, the Encyclical 
responds with a luminous example, a herald 
of hope: the Good Samaritan. The second 
chapter, “A stranger on the road”, is dedica-
ted to this figure. In it, the Pope emphasizes 
that, in  an unhealthy society that turns its 
back on suffering and that is “illiterate” in 
caring for the frail and vulnerable (see Par 
64-65), we are all called – just like the Good 
Samaritan – to become neighbours to others 
(see Par 81), overcoming prejudices, perso-
nal interests, historic and cultural barriers. 
We all, in fact, are co-responsible in crea-
ting a society that is able to include, integra-
te and lift up those who have fallen or are 
suffering (see Par 77). Love builds bridges 

and “we were made for lo-
ve” (Par 88), the Pope adds, 
particularly exhorting Chri-
stians to recognize Christ in 
the face of every excluded per-
son (see Par 85).  
 
CHAPTER THREE: VISION FROM AN 
OPEN WORLD (N° 87– N° 127) 
The principle of the capacity to 

love according to “a universal dimen-
sion” (see Par 83) is also resumed in the 
third chapter, “Envisaging and engendering 
an open world”. In this chapter Francis 
exhorts us to go “‘outside’ the self” in order 
to find “a fuller existence in another” (Par 
88), opening ourselves up to the other ac-
cording to the dynamism of charity which 
makes us tend toward “universal fulfil-
ment” (Par 95). In the background – the En-
cyclical recalls – the spiritual stature of a 
person’s life is measured by love, which al-
ways “takes first place” and leads us to seek 
better for the life of the other, far from all 
selfishness (Par 92-93). The sense of solida-
rity and of fraternity begin within the family, 
which are to be safeguarded and respected 
in their “primary and vital mission of educa-
tion” (Par 114). 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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3 The right to live with dignity cannot be denied 
to anyone, the Pope again affirms, and since 
rights have no borders, no one can remain ex-
cluded, regardless of where they are born (see 
Par 121). In this perspective the Pontiff also 
calls us to consider “an ethics of international 
relations” (see Par 126), because every country 
also belongs to foreigners and the goods of the 
territory cannot be denied to those who are in 
need and come from another place. Thus, the 
natural right to private property will be secon-
dary to the principal of the universal destina-
tion of created goods (see Par 120). The Ency-
clical also places specific emphasis on the is-
sue of foreign debt: subject to the principal that 
it must be paid, it is hoped nonetheless that 
this does not compromise the growth and sub-
sistence of the poorest countries (see Par 126). 
 
CHAPTER FOUR: HEART OPEN TO THE WORLD (N°128-
153)  
To the theme of migration, 
the latter, entitled “A 
heart open to the whole 
world”. With their lives “at 
stake” (Par 37), fleeing 
from war, persecution, 
natural catastrophes, 
unscrupulous trafficking, 
ripped from their commu-
nities of origin, migrants are to be welcomed, 
protected, supported and integrated. Unneces-
sary migration needs to be avoided, the Pontiff 
affirms, by creating concrete opportunities to 
live with dignity in the countries of origin. But 
at the same time, we need to respect the right 
to seek a better life elsewhere. In receiving 
countries, the right balance will be between 
the protection of citizens' rights and the gua-
rantee of welcome and assistance for mi-
grants (see Par 38-40). Specifically, the Pope 
points to several “indispensable steps, espe-
cially in response to those who are fleeing 

grave humanitarian crises”: to increase and 
simplify the granting of visas; to open humani-
tarian corridors; to assure lodging, security 
and essential services; to offer opportunities 
for employment and training; to favour family 
reunification; to protect minors; to guarantee 
religious freedom. What is needed above all – 
the document reads – is global governance, an 
international collaboration for migration which 
implements long-term planning, going beyond 
single emergencies, on behalf of the supporti-
ve development of all peoples (see Par 129-
132). 

 
CHAPTER FIVE: BETTER POLITICS (N° 154-197)  
 
The theme of the fifth chapter is “A better kind 
of politics”, which represents one of the most 
valuable forms of charity because it is placed 
at the service of the common good (see Par 

180) and recognizes the impor-
tance of people, understood as 
an open category, available for 
discussion and dialogue (see Par 
160). This is the populism indica-
ted by Francis, which counters 
that “populism” which  ignores 
the legitimacy of the notion of 
“people”, by attracting consensu-
ses in order to exploit them for 

its own service and fomenting selfishness in 
order to increase its own popularity (see Par 
159). But a better politics is also one that pro-
tects work, an “essential dimension of social 
life”. The best strategy against poverty, the 
Pontiff explains, does not simply aim to contain 
or render indigents inoffensive, but to promote 
them in the perspective of solidarity and subsi-
diarity (see Par 187). The task of politics, mo-
reover, is to find a solution to all that attacks 
fundamental human rights, such as social ex-
clusion; the marketing of organs, tissues, 
weapons and drugs; sexual exploitation; slave 

SUPPORT FOR OFS BEIRUT IN LEBANON 
 
On October 1st, the OFS General Minister, Tibor Kauser published a letter calling on all Secular Franciscans,  both as indivi-
duals and as Fraternities, to contribute to help their Brothers and Sisters in Beirut who suffered important material losses after 
the explosion of last August 4th at the Port of Beirut. Contributions are currently being  solicited in the form of Bank transfers 
to the  following:     Beneficiary: Ordine Francescano Secolare Via Vittorio Putti 4 00152 Roma – Italia IBAN: 
IT09M0306909606100000010743 BIC/Swift Code : BCITITMM . 
For contributions in USD through bank transfer,  Beneficiary: Ordine Francescano Secolare Via Vittorio Putti 4 00152 Roma – 
Italia IBAN: VA47001000000023877002 BIC/Swift Code: IOPRVAVX or IOPRVAVXXXX  
Also, on the website, www.ciofs.info, contributions can be made in Euros, clicking on Donate/Pay and then following the in-
structions on the page.  
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labour; terrorism and organized crime. The Pope 
makes an emphatic appeal to definitively elimi-
nate human traffic-
king, a “source of sha-
me for humanity”, and 
hunger, which is 
“criminal” because 
food is “an inalienable 
right” (Par 188-189). 
 
The politics we need, 
Francis also under-
scores, is a politics 
centred on human 
dignity and not sub-
jected to finance 
because “the marketplace, by itself, cannot re-
solve every problem”: the “havoc” wreaked by 
financial speculation has demonstrated this (see 
Par 168). Hence, popular movements have taken 
on particular relevance: as true “torrents of mo-
ral energy”, they must be engaged in society 
with greater coordination. In this way it will be 
possible to go beyond a Policy “with” and “of” the 
poor ( Par 169). 
Another hope present in the Encyclical regards 
the reform of the UN: in the face of the predomi-
nance of the economic dimension, a task of the 
United Nations will be to give substance to the 
concept of a “family of nations” working for the 
common good, the eradication of poverty and the 
protection of human rights. Tireless recourse “to 
negotiation, mediation and arbitration” –  the Pa-
pal Document states – the UN must promote the 
force of law rather than the law of force (see 
Par 173-175). (Continued on p.5). 

 
BEATIFICATION OF CARLO ACUTIS IN ASSISI 

“We are born originals but 
many people die end up as 
copies”, This is the memora-
ble wisdom of Blessed Carlo 
Acutis. He died at the age of 
15 having lived a brief but 
intense life of faith and 
passing through a painful 
illness that he supported 

with heroic calm and joy, offering up his suffer-
ing for the Church and the Holy Father. He was 
beatified in Assisi on October 10th and his 
memory will be celebrated on October 12th each 
year, the anniversary of his passing from this 
life. His body rests in the Sanctuary of the Spoli-
ation in Assisi.  

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR  NOVEMBER—
DECEMBER 

Pope Francis  
November: We pray that the progress of robotics 
and artificial intelligence may always serve hu-
mankind. 
December: That our society may regain the cou-
rage to live the unity of brotherhood in thast en-
sures all to feel that they are children of one God 
and Creator. 

 
OFS  
November: Strengthen, O Lord, with your Spirit of 
fortitude all the members of the Presidency, so 
that their decisions may always be in conformity 
with the Holy Gospel. 
December: May the Lord inspire in the OFS and in 
YouFra a new impetus of faith and service to live 
the Franciscan charism in unity and collabora-
tion. 

Our Father … 
 

Worldwide Day of Prayer for the OFS 
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to ren-
der life difficult for many, the OFS General 
Minister, Tibor Kauser has declared a day of 
prayer for the Order on Sunday, November 
29th . In a letter on November 7th which has 
been published on the official website, the 
General Minister invites all Secular Francis-
can and Franciscan Youths to unite in prayer 
to God. The day of prayer will commence on 
Saturday 28th at 6pm and end on Sunday 
29th at the same hour. The Franciscan Crown  
will be recited. The scope of this common 
prayer, according to the letter of the General 
Minister, is to unite the brothers and sisters 
closer to one another, to implore the inter-
cession of all the Franciscan saints in this 
time of the pandemic, and ask for the grace 
of a new beginning on the First Sunday of 
Advent.  
 
New  Prefect of the Congregation for the 

Cause s of Saints 
 On October 15, Pope 

Francis appointed Most 
Rev. Marcello Semeraro 
as Prefect for the Con-
gregation for the Caus-
es of Saints. He replac-

es Cardinal Giovanni 
Angelo Becciu who re-

signed from office on September 24th. 

OFS General Minister, Tibor  Kauser 
meeting Pope Francis in Assisi 
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OFS NEWTON, AUSTRALIA CELEBRATES 62 YEARS 
 
From October 3rd to 8th, the Saint Francis  
Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order in 
Newton, Australia celebrated it First Saint 
Francis week. This special celebration marked  
the 62nd anniversary of the local fraternity  
which was celebrated specifically on Thursday, 
October 8th.  The occasion  that was planned 
to include the Feast of Saint Francis coincided 
with the pilgrimage of Pope Francis to Assisi 
and the signing of the Encyclical, Fratelli Tutti 
on Fraternity and Social friendship.   
 

The National Assistant, Br. John Nguyen, OF-
MCap sounded very satisfied with the outcome 
of this first time occurrence of such initiative: 
“God has truly blessed us with this opportunity 
to proceed with all the events as planned. Pa-
rishioners and visitors encountered St Francis 
as a person and on a deeper level. The virtual 
pilgrimage of Assisi was nostalgic for some 
and insightful for those who have never been. 
The feedback has been positive and there are 
requests for more of something like this in the 
future. Hopefully, next year we can make it big-
ger and better and invite the young people from 
other states to visit Adelaide and to take part in 
St Francis Week. The collaboration between the 
Secular Franciscans and Capuchins during this 
week-long event was a great way to promote 
both Orders.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 NEW CARDINALS, 3 OF THEM FRANCISCANS 
 
At the end of the Prayer of the Angelus on Sun-
day October 25th, the 
Holy Father Pope 
Francis nominated 13 
new Cardinals 
amongst whom are 3 
Franciscans: Fr. Ranie-
ro Cantalamessa,  
OFMCap - Preacher of 
the Papal Household 
for the past 40 years;  
Bishop Celestino Aos Braco, OFMCap, Archbi-
shop of Santiago, Chile, and  Fr. Mauro Gabetti, 
OFMConv., former Custos of the Sacro Conven-
to in Assisi. The newly appointed Cardinals will 
be elevated to that rank  during a ceremony on 
November 28th.  While Fr. Mauro Gambetti will 
be ordained bishop some days before being 
raised to Cardinal, Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa 
will remain a Cardinal Priest. In an interview 
published in the Newspaper, Chiesa di Rieti, on 
November 18th, Fr. Cantalamessa affirms 
among other reasons: “I desire to die in my 
Franciscan habit.”  
 
 

Fratelli Tutti, continued.  
 
CHAPTER SIX: DIALOGUE AND FRIENDSHIP 
From the sixth chapter, “Dialogue and friend-
ship in society”, further emerges the concept 
of life as the “art of encounter” with everyone, 
even with the world’s peripheries and with 
original peoples, because “each of us can 
learn something from others. No one is use-
less and no one is expendable” (see Par 215). 
Then, of particular note, is the Pope’s refe-
rence to the miracle of  “kindness”, an attitu-
de to be recovered because it is a star 
“shining in the midst of darkness” and “frees 
us from the cruelty ... the anxiety ... the frantic 
flurry of activity” that prevail in the contem-
porary era (see Par 222-224). 
 
CHAPTER SEVEN: RENEWED ENCOUNTER 

The value and promotion of peace is reflected 
on in the seventh chapter, “Paths of renewed 
encounter”, in which the Pope underlines that 
peace is connected to truth, justice and mercy. 
Far from the desire for vengeance, it is 
“proactive” and aims at forming a society based 

Congregation  including Vincent Tarzia (Catholic 
politician) and Mayor Jill Whittaker who lit the Fra-
ternity Candle   

Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa 
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on service to others and on the pursuit of reconciliation and mutual development (see Par 227-
229). Thus, peace is an “art” that involves and regards everyone and in which each one must do 
his or her part in “a never-ending task” (see Par 227-232). Forgiveness is linked to peace: we 
must love everyone, without exception – the Encyclical reads – but loving an oppressor means 
helping him to change and not allowing him to continue oppressing his neighbour (see Par 241-
242). Forgiveness does not mean impunity, but rather, justice and remembrance, because to 
forgive does not mean to forget, but to renounce the destructive power of evil and the desire for 
revenge. Never forget “horrors” like the Shoah, the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
persecutions and ethnic massacres – exhorts the Pope. They must be remembered always, 
anew, so as not be become anaesthetized and to keep the flame of collective conscience alive. It 
is just as important to remember the good (see Par 246-252). 
“Just War” 
Part of the seventh chapter, then, focuses on war: “a constant threat”, that represents “the ne-
gation of all rights”, “a failure of politics and of humanity”, and “a stinging defeat before the for-
ces of evil”. Moreover, due to nuclear chemical and biological weapons that strike many inno-
cent civilians, today we can no longer think, as in the past, of the possibility of a “just war”, but 
we must vehemently reaffirm: “Never again war!” The total elimination of nuclear arms is “a 
moral and humanitarian imperative”. With the money invested in weapons, the Pope suggests 
instead the establishment of a global fund for the elimination of hunger (see Par 255-262). 
 
Death penalty 
Francis expresses just as clearly a position with regard to the death penalty: it is inadmissible 
and must be abolished worldwide. Not even a murderer loses his personal dignity” – the Pope 
writes – “and God himself pledges to guarantee this” (Par 263-269). There is emphasis on the 
necessity to respect “the sacredness of life” (Par 283) where today “some parts of our human 
family, it appears, can be readily sacrificed”, such as the unborn, the poor, the disabled and the 
elderly (Par 18). 
 
CHAPTER EIGHT: RELIGION AND FRATERNITY 
In the eighth and final chapter, the Pontiff focuses on “Religions at the service of fraternity in 
our world” and emphasizes that terrorism is not due to religion but to erroneous interpretations 
of religious texts, as well as “policies linked to hunger, poverty, injustice, oppression” (Par 282-
283). a journey of peace among religions is possible and that it is therefore necessary to gua-
rantee religious freedom, a fundamental human right for all believers (see Par 279). 
The Encyclical reflects, in particular, on the role of the Church: she does not “restrict her mis-
sion to the private sphere”, it states. While not engaging in politics she does not, however, re-
nounce the political dimension of life itself, attention to the common good and concern for inte-
gral human development, according to evangelical principals (see Par 276-278). 
Lastly, Francis quotes the “Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living To-
gether”, which he signed on 4 February 2019 in Abu Dhabi, along with the Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar, Ahmad Al-Tayyib: from that milestone of interreligious dialogue, the Pontiff returns to 
the appeal that, in the name of human fraternity, dialogue be adopted as the way, common coo-
peration as conduct, and mutual knowledge as method and standard (see Par 285).  
               
 CIOFS website: www.ciofs.info.     

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
 

JOYEUX NOEL 
 

BUON NATALE 
 

FELIZ NAVIDAD Editor: Br. Francis Bongajum Dor, OFMCap. 


