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ORDO FRANCISCANUS SAECULARIS 

- Initial Formation for Enquirers - 

 
Chapter 4: Scripture 

 Scripture: 
 the holy bible *1 

*1  see the three documents in folder ‘Additional Resources’:  

Praying the Scriptures—a guide to Lectio Divina  

The Bible [a breakdown of the Canon]  

Using the Bible 

 

It is suggested that the translation of choice is the NRSV [Catholic Edition] — as used in this material 

 

*2  Dei Verbum, 11, 17, 18, 21, 22 

Secular Franciscans should devote themselves especially to the careful reading of the Gospel, 
going from Gospel to Life, and Life to the Gospel. [Rule 4] 

How the Second Vatican Council viewed the bible: 
 

 

 

 

 

• Those things revealed by God which are contained and presented in the text of sa-
cred scripture have been written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. For holy 
mother church,...accepts as sacred and canonical the books of the Old and the New 
Testaments, whole and entire, with all their parts, on the grounds that written under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they have God as their author, and have been hand-
ed on as such to the church itself.  

• The word of God, which to everyone who has faith contains God’s saving power, is 
set forth and marvellously displays its power in the writings of the New Testament. 

• It is common knowledge that among all the inspired writings,...the Gospels have a 
special place, and rightly so, because they are our principal source for the life and 
teaching of...our Saviour.  

• The church has always venerated the divine scriptures as it has venerated the Body 
of the Lord,...above all in the sacred liturgy… 

• Access to sacred scripture ought to be widely available to the Christian faithful. *2 
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Bible usage 
 

 

 

1.  Mass    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Bible study 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. “Lectio Divina” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Private reading 

Readings are appointed to be read according to the season/
celebration. We call this the “Lectionary” - a list of readings! 

This is usually done in a group—perhaps led by a priest, but 
not necessarily. The purpose is to study in detail  one or more 
passages of Scripture, going deeper into their meaning, how 
they came to be written, understanding words, authorship, the 
meaning and relevance for the Church and individual today etc. 

With the advent of printing it became possible for indi-
viduals to get access to the bible for themselves. 
Translations into one’s own language [remember the 
Old Testament was written in Hebrew; the New Testa-
ment in Greek], meant that those who could read could 
read it for themselves—in private devotion. 

Once again, this is done in a group, and contrasted 
with bible study in that a passage is read aloud—best 
given out in a printed form unless participants are 
asked to bring bibles with them—and then silently re-
flected upon for about twenty minutes. The group reas-
sembles to share  insights. *3 

*3  Praying the Scriptures… cited above, footnote *1 
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The importance of the Gospels in Franciscanism 
 

 
 

 
 
 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ’Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and 
enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good 
news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, 
cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. Take no gold, or silver, or 
copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for labourers de-
serve their food. Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until 
you leave. As you enter the house greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if 
it is not worthy let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome or listen to your words, shake 
off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town.’ [Matt 10.5-14] 
 

 

Francis said: ‘This is what I want! This is what I seek, this is what I desire with all my heart!’ 
 

‘Let the Secular Franciscans seek a proper spirit of detachment from temporal goods by simplifying 
their own material needs. Let them be mindful that according to the Gospel they are stewards of the 
goods received for the benefit of God’s children. [Rule, 11] 
 

 

Then he said to them all, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross daily and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and who lose their 
life will save it. What does it profit them if they gain the whole world, but lose or forfeit themselves? 
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words, of them the Son of Man will be ashamed when he 
comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.’ [Lk 9.23-26] 
 

Francis said: ‘We are brothers with him [our Lord Jesus Christ] when we do the will of the Father in 
    heaven. We are mothers, when we carry him in our heart and body.’  
 

‘In...fraternities the brothers and sisters, led by the Spirit, strive for perfect charity in their own secular 
state.’ [Rule, 1] 
 

 

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and 
said, ‘Take; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all 
of them drank from it. He said to them, ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many. Truly I tell you, I will again not drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 
the kingdom of God.’ [Mk 14.22-25] 
 

 

Francis said: ‘I see nothing bodily of the Most High Son of God in this world except  his most holy 
    body and blood.’ 
 

‘The faith of St Francis...should be the inspiration and pattern of the Eucharistic life.’ [Rule, 5] 
 

 

 

Secular Franciscans should devote themselves especially to the careful reading of 
the Gospel, going from Gospel to Life, and Life to the Gospel. [Rule, 4] 

Often called a ‘handbook for discipleship’ St Matthew’s Gospel [especially the Sermon 
on the Mount, caps 5-7]—simply read through in your own time—is recommended. 


