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Initial Formation [Candidate] 
 
In this folder you will find the course of study to be followed at Candidacy (National Statutes, art 
8.1). The material consists of a Preamble and Eight Modules.   
 
 

Table of Contents 

 

PREAMBLE 

Rule, Constitutions & Statutes 
 
MAJOR MODULES 

 

Module 1: Vocation, Charism & Mission 
sheet 
1. 1. Vocation, [I] The Call to Perfection 
2. 1. Vocation, [II] Total Availability & Franciscan Vocation {part A} 
3. 1. Vocation, [II] Total Availability & Franciscan Vocation {part B} 
4. 2. Charism, [I] In Particular & Of St Francis 
5. 2. Charism, [II] Of the Franciscan Family 
6. 3. Mission – ‘Repair My Church!’ 
 
Module 2: History of the OFS 
sheet 
1. 1. The Essential Role of History in formation & ‘Novitas Franciscana’ 
2. 2. The ‘Order of Penitence’ in History 
3. 3. Rule: ‘First Letter…’, Regula Bullata, Supra Montem 
4. 4. The End of Autonomy: ‘Obedientiality’, Urban & Innocent 
5. 5. Expansion Outside Europe & the ‘Modern World’ 
6. 6. From Leo to Paul, [I] The Pontificate of Leo XIII 
7. 6. From Leo to Paul, [II] From St Pius X to Pius XI 
8. 6. From Leo to Paul, [III] From 1950 to the Pauline Rule 
 
Module 3: Elements of Ecclesiology & The Theology of the Laity 
sheet 
1. 1. The Church According to the Second Vatican Council, [I] Origin & Goal of the Church 
2. 1. The Church According to the Second Vatican Council, [II] Mission of the Church 
3. 2. The Identity of the Lay Person, [I] Secular Character 
4. 2. The Identity of the Lay Person, [II] The Lay Person & the Mission of the Church 
5. 2. The Identity of the Lay Person, [III] The Lay Person & Pastors in Mission 
6. 2. The Identity of the Lay Person, [IV] Lay Spirituality 
 
Module 4: Profession 
sheet 
1. 1. A Gift of the Spirit, [I] Grace, Action, Fraternity & Ministries 
2. 1. A Gift of the Spirit, [II] Celebration, Eucharist, Baptism & Profession 
3. 1. A Gift of the Spirit, [III] Relationship with the Church & Witnessing Instruments of Mission 
4. 2. The Commitment of Profession, [I] Formula, Profession, Purpose & Promise, Value 
5. 2. The Commitment of Profession, [II] Gospel Life in Secularity after the Manner of St Francis 
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MINOR MODULES 

 

Module 5: The Nature of the OFS 
sheet 
1. 1. What is meant by ‘Nature’? 
2. 2. Franciscan Trilogy 
3. 3. Public Associations of the Faithful 
4. 4. ‘Third Order’ versus Secular Franciscan Order 
5. 5. Governance, Obedience, Assistance 
 
Module 6: Fraternity & St Francis 
sheet 
1. 1. Fraternity defined: how Secular Franciscans should understand it and practice it 
2. 2. Fraternity & the Father 
3. 3. Human space & Reciprocity 
4. 4. Signs & Fraternity, & Fraternal Commitment 
5. 5. Fraternity & Eucharist 
6. 6. Fraternity & Sanctification 
 
Module 7: Francis’ Approach to Divinity 
sheet 
1. 1. Our Relationship with God, [I] Spirituality 
2. 1. Our Relationship with God, [II] Francis: Patrology – the primacy of the Father 
3. 1. Our Relationship with God, [III] Francis: Christology – rooted in Trinity 
4. 2. Deus Revelatus, [I] Kenosis {part A} 
5. 2. Deus Revelatus, [II] Kenosis {part B} 
6. 2. Deus Revelatus, [III] Conversion – Penitence  
 
Module 8: What is Formation? 
sheet 
1. 1. Identity, Role & Mission of a Formator 
2. 2. Steps in Formation 
3. 3. Discernment of Vocation 
4. 4. Methodology & Tools for Implementation at Home what has been lived and Learned Together 
 
 

 
Preamble: Rule, Constitutions & Statutes 

 

Candidates will already have been introduced to the Rule of the OFS as Enquirers (Initiation: 
Chapter 3). The Preamble traces the development of the Rule from Francis’ time to the present. 
The importance here is to understand the place of ‘development’ in the Order. The study starts by 
defining ‘penance’ itself, before moving on to examine subsequent developments, and concludes 
by showing the precise relationship between Rule, Constitutions & National Statutes – illustrated 
by reference to formation itself. 
 
MAJOR & MINOR MODULES (Cf. Guidelines for Formators, p.3 in Overview folder for an 
explanation of ‘Major’/’Minor’) 
 
All the Modules follow the same format: Module, sheet, subtitle, & [any] subdivisions. There are 
two boxes superimposed on a brick-style background (differently coloured for each Module). The 
first of the boxes gives the Module number and title; the second, the subtitle and [any] 
subdivisions thereof. Each sheet is of two pages (backed).  
 
(For guidance on how to use these Modules, see Guidelines for Formators in Overview folder & 
above, Module 8: What is Formation? sheet 4, p. 2.)  


